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“International Advent: Multicultural Family (Baptism Devotional)” 

December 14, 2014 

Rev. David Williams 

Sermon: 

What is baptism?  It’s not a word you hear about outside of church or religious settings, so what is it?  

The word for baptism in Greek literally means “to dip” or “to bathe.” [includes pic]  So does that mean I’m 

getting baptised every time I take a shower? Or every time I put my head under the water in the pool?  Of course 

not! 

 The first time we read about baptism in the New Testament is when John the Baptist prepares the way for 

Jesus.  John baptises people calling them to repent; that is, to turn away from their own path and to turn 

back to God.  The startling thing about this, though, is that John was baptising Jews, who were already God’s 

people!  In the OT there was a way for non-Jews to become Jews and that involved a ritual washing, but that was 

never intended for people who were already Jewish!  So John startled everybody by calling on God’s people to 

turn back to God and to demonstrate that change of direction by being washed, a symbol of being cleaned up from 

all the gunk that got in the way of their relationship with God. [pic]  Sometimes that gunk is made up of things 

you do. Sometimes it’s the stuff you think about. Sometimes it’s the stuff you fail to do that you’re supposed to 

do. But in general it’s all about choosing your own way instead of choosing obedience to God out of love and 

respect for Him. 

 Jesus told his disciples that as they went into the world they were to make disciples of all nations.  Part of 

making them disciples, according to Jesus, is to teach them everything Jesus commanded, but also to baptise them 

in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  So we see that baptism is part of being a disciple or 

student or follower of Christ.  This ties into what John taught about turning away from sin and turning back to 

God. [pic] It is when we turn away from our sin and ask God to forgive us for our sin through Jesus’ death on the 

cross and resurrection, that it is then appropriate for us to be baptised.  John called people to repent in their hearts 

and minds. Jesus opened the way for that repentance to be effective and for people to be reconciled to God. 

 When we respond to God’s call on us to repent, when we respond to the Spirit of God working on our 

hearts and we turn back to God in sorrow for rebelling against him, for rejecting him, or ignoring him, that marks 

a significant change inside us.  When we put our trust in Jesus to repair our relationship with God that we ruined 

by our rejection of God and when we accept Jesus’ authority over our lives, that changes the rest of our lives.  It 

marks a change in how we think, in what we do, in what we want to do and in our attitude towards how life is to be 

lived.  That is a very significant alteration in the trajectory of our life.  That is an inward change. 

 Baptism is an outward sign.  Baptism is an outward expression of our decision to follow Jesus where he 

leads us instead of choosing our own path for ourselves.  Baptism is an outward sign of that inward change.   

When I met my wife three years ago, I fell in love.  I told her I loved her and she (eventually) told me she 

loved me back.  We then decided to get married. Falling in love with my wife was an inward change in me. [pic] 

Getting married was an outward sign of our love and commitment to one another. It marked a significant change 

in the trajectory of our lives.  The marriage didn’t create the love.  We loved one another before we were 

married. But the marriage solidified and spoke out loud our love for one another.  It cemented our commitment to 

one another and made it public.  It also served to tell all of our friends and family about the love we have for one 

another. It was an invitation for them to join us in celebrating the inward changes we had experienced.  It also 

made us a family. 

Baptism has many similarities to marriage.  Baptism doesn’t make you a Christian any more than getting 

married makes you love your spouse.  The love was there first, the marriage came second. So, too, loving Jesus 

and committing yourself to him to be reconciled to God comes first.  The baptism comes second.  Marriage 

and baptism are outward signs of inward changes. 

Also, like a wedding, baptism is a time for others to join you in celebrating that inward change.  The 

reason we do baptisms in church and not privately in our homes is that it is a chance to celebrate with one another 

the love that Jesus has planted in our hearts.  It is a chance for us to share our stories of what Jesus means to us 

and participate with one another in the work Jesus is doing in our lives.   

In just a minute we are going to hear from each of our baptismal candidates today.  They are going to 
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share a bit about the work Jesus has done in their lives. They are going to tell us about the inward change they 

have experienced through Christ.  Why?  Not because this is an exam. This is not a “test” to see if they 

“qualify.”  Rather, it is a chance for them to share with us the inward change that the outward sign of baptism is 

pointing to for them. It is an invitation to us to enter into a very precious and sacred part of their lives so that we 

can be encouraged about the work of God in them.  This should encourage us in our walks with God and it should 

also lead to worship of God. It should lead us to respond in praise ourselves to the goodness of God working in 

them. 

The other parallel between baptism and marriage is that marriage makes a family. [pic] My wife and I 

became a family when we got married, even before we had our daughter.  In the same way, baptism is a sign of 

joining the family of Jesus- the church!  Now, in this case today, it is not a sign of joining this particular 

congregation called Priory Park Baptist Church. It is a sign of joining the whole church- the world-wide 

community of believers in Jesus. This is the outward sign of having been adopted by God into his family and put 

on the same status as Jesus in terms of being a child of God!  It is the formal sign of becoming brothers and sisters 

in Christ. 

This is where our baptism service today really ties in with our Advent theme this year.  We are calling it 

“International Advent” and we are looking at the multi-cultural dynamics of the gospel of Jesus.  We are 

celebrating the diversity in our own church as well as the diversity in the church around the world.  Four 

thousand years ago, God promised Abraham that he would make a great nation out of him and that through 

Abraham God would bless all the peoples of the earth.  In Jesus, that promise is fulfilled. 

Today we are hearing the stories of a Canadian young woman and a Chinese young woman, both of whom 

have found Jesus. Both of these ladies are becoming our sisters in Christ.  They are perfect examples of the 

multicultural scope of the good news about Jesus.  Neither of them is Jewish. None of the people who call Priory 

home are Jewish. Yet we are all adopted into God’s family. We are all adopted into God’s people, despite our 

different races, genders and social statuses! We have all been blessed through Jesus in answer to God’s promise to 

Abraham. We are a fulfilment of that promise.  And that is part of the earth shattering good news of the salvation 

that Jesus offers to those who will respond to God’s call on their lives. 

So let’s prepare ourselves to hear from God as we hear about how God has worked in these women’s lives. 

Prepare yourselves to be moved in praise and celebration as we hear how Jesus has brought about inner changes in 

their lives that they want to make public with the outward sign of baptism.  Amen. 


