
 
 

1 

“Priory: A Community in Which To Grow” 

Luke5 5:1-11; Acts 4:1-17 

May 10, 2015 

Rev. David Williams 

Scripture: Luke 5:1-11; Acts 4:1-17 

Sermon: 

Imagine… 
 I want you to imagine for a moment being a stock broker.  You work in Toronto as a day trader.  You 

buy and sell stocks every day, hoping to buy low and sell high.  Suppose one day you get creamed.  The market 

is tanking and you, along with everybody else, take a bath financially. 

 At the end of the day, you’re sitting at your desk going through your paperwork figuring out just how bad 

it is.  The longer you work on the figures, you the more clear it becomes just how bad a day it’s been financially. 

You’re not sure how you’re going to recover! 

 As you’re working on the figures, a tradesman who’s doing some work in the office stops by your desk.  

He asks if you can hold the ladder for him for a few minutes while he fixes something in the ceiling.  You 

grudgingly agree, realizing that the longer you help him, the longer it will be before you get home. 

 While you’re holding the ladder for him, he starts talking to you about the market.  That’s the last thing 

you want to hear about right now.  As he’s finishing, the tradesman tells you about a stock.  He says you should 

really invest in this one particular company.  He tells you to look them up.  You’ve never heard of this company, 

so you look it up. It’s a penny stock.  That means each share, right now, is worth a penny.  You look at the 

tradesman out of the corner of your eye.  “Are you serious?” you ask him. “I’ve lost tens of thousands of dollars 

today and you think a penny stock is going to help?” But he reassures you it’s a sure thing. And hey, for a penny 

a share, what can you lose?  So you buy $100 worth of the stock. 

 The next day, you come into the office. Everybody is down.  Everybody lost money the previous day. 

You’d almost forgotten about the penny stock you bought the night before, but as you walk to your desk you see 

the tradesman working away again. He smiles at you and says, “Hey, how’d that stock tip I gave you work out?”  

You mumble something back and sit down at your computer to check your portfolio. 

As you open your stock portfolio you think there must be a mistake. Your portfolio’s value has jumped 

dramatically!  You look into why and see that the little penny stock you’d bought the day before has skyrocketed 

in value! It’s no longer worth a penny a share, it’s worth $10 a share.  Your $100 investment is now worth $100, 

000!!  That more than makes up for the losses the previous day.  You look over at the tradesman in shock. He 

looks back at you, grins and gives you a wink.  It feels like you’ve won the lottery! 

You rush over to him and ask him how he did it?  He smiles at you and says, “Up until now, you’ve 

always invested in stocks and bonds. Now you’re going to invest in people.” 

That’s a little bit of what it must have felt like to be Peter on the day he realized who Jesus is and accepted 

Jesus’ call to be his disciple.  Peter left his career as a fisherman and followed Jesus. 

What it Says 
Let’s take a look at our two texts together.  Please read with me Luke 5:1-11 and then we’ll turn to Acts 

4:1-17. 

In our first passage, the scene opens next to the Sea of Galilee with crowds surrounding Jesus eager to hear 

him teach the word of God.  This itself is unique. [pics] They were not at the Temple in Jerusalem. They were not 

in the synagogue. They were not sitting in hushed silence, awed by a great orator.  “Instead, the crowd presses 

around Jesus on a smelly landing with tired fishermen nearby, cleaning their empty nets after a long, fruitless 

night.  Jesus enters the world of the people rather than expecting them to step out of that world and come to him.” 

[Kenneth Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, p. 139] 

The fishermen on the shore were all mending their nets. They had been fishing at night, which was the best 

time to fish, but they had not caught anything.  They still had to dry their nets, stow them away properly for the 

next night, and also check for holes.  I suspect that after such a terrible night of fishing, they were probably going 

over their nets with extra care looking for holes! 

The crowds have gotten so big that they are pressing against one another and likely pushing one another 
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into Jesus.  This would not do!  How can you teach when you’re being jostled around?  So Jesus sees a 

fisherman he knows, Simon, also known as Peter, and approaches his boat.  Sometime before this, Jesus had 

healed Simon’s mother-in-law who had been quite ill.  Luke records that detail at the end of the previous chapter.  

So Simon was not wholly unknown to Jesus and Jesus was not unknown to Simon.  Jesus had actually been in 

Simon’s house, which is where he had healed Simon-Peter’s mother-in-law. (Luke 4:38-39) 

When Jesus got into Peter’s boat and asked him to push out from shore, I’m sure Peter wasn’t particularly 

impressed. After a long night with no fish, I’m sure Peter wanted to go home as soon as he could. This interruption 

in his work meant he would have to stay later than usual.  However, since the healing, I’m sure Peter felt an 

obligation to help Jesus when asked.  That is an important part of Middle Eastern culture. [Bailey, p. 140] 

The Sea of Galilee is quite large and it was important that Peter hold the boat steady so it not drift down the 

shore.  This required Peter to use all of his skill as a sailor. [Bailey, p. 140] So Jesus’ need for Peter was not trivial 

and Peter had to remain fully engaged while Jesus was preaching. 

Once Jesus’ sermon was done, he asked Peter to push out into deep water and let down their nets.  Notice, 

it is plural, “their nets.”  It seems that Peter probably had a crew aboard the boat with him.  Throughout the rest 

of the narrative there are repeated “theys” which supports this. 

There are a number of oddities to Jesus’ request, some of which we can pick up directly from the text, 

others we can fill in from knowledge about Peter’s historical context.  First, Jesus says to push out into deep 

water.  However, in the Sea of Galilee, fishing is best done in shallow water. The fish typically gather near 

sources of fresh water, such as at the mouths of streams feeding into the sea, or around underwater springs.  

Second, we know it was daytime.  The best fishing happens at night.  During the day, the fish can literally see 

the nets and avoid them. Third, there was some daytime fishing done, but it was trawling, which meant holding a 

net between two boats and dragging the net through the water, catching anything and everything in the way.  

However, that required different nets than night-time nets.  If Peter had just been out all night fishing, his boat 

was clearly equipped with night-time nets, not daytime nets.  On top of that, Peter has just spent however 

much time cleaning, mending and drying those nets. Now Jesus is asking him to throw them back in the water, 

which will mean having to clean and store them all over again.  Fourth, and finally, Peter says to Jesus, the 

carpenter, that he and his companions, professional fishermen, had spent all night trying to catch fish and come up 

empty.  The fish are not present today! [Bailey, p. 141] 

 I think it is a testimony to Peter that he obeyed Jesus and threw down the nets.  There were at least four 

things working against any hope of catching anything.  Maybe it was something in Jesus’ eyes. Maybe it was the 

miracle of the healing. Who knows?  But Peter obeyed Jesus and the result was miraculous.  He caught so many 

fish in the net that it started to break.  Think about that for a moment. These were nets designed to catch fish.  

Peter had just gone over them looking for weak spots, tears or holes.  Any he found he fixed.  So the nets were in 

good shape, but they started to break under the strain of catching so many fish! 

 Peter signalled to his partners to come and help.  This is an eye witness detail that lends a degree of 

authenticity to the report.  Sound, including voices, carry much further over water than land.  So why did Peter 

and his crew signal and not call to their partners?  They had just found an incredible number of fish. They had 

“hit the jackpot” so speak for fishing.  Today, fishermen are incredibly territorial about their favourite fishing 

spots.  It was no different back then.  To their knowledge, they had probably just found a new, previously 

unknown underwater spring.  The freshwater flowing up must have caused the fish to gather in that one spot.  

Had they shouted to their partners what was happening, everybody on the shore would have heard them and the 

secret would be out!  By signalling, they could keep this miraculous fishing spot to themselves.  It was in 

their commercial best interests to keep this precise location as secret as possible for long as they could. [Bailey, p. 

142] 

 When the partners, James and John, arrived, they all let down their nets and filled their boats to the point 

that they were in danger of swamping and sinking.  Then they skilfully navigated their way back to shore. 

 Whether in the boat, or back on shore, Peter had an “aha moment.”  He realized that Jesus was someone 

very special. He fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Get away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  Like the 

prophet Isaiah realizing he was in the presence of God, Peter realized he was in the presence of holiness 

itself. (Isaiah 6:1-6) He became painfully aware of his own sinful nature and asked that Jesus depart so that his 
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holiness not be defiled by Peter’s sin. 

 Jesus’ response is the response we often hear on the lips of angels when they encounter people, “Don’t be 

afraid.”  He reassures Peter because being on your knees in humility in Jesus’ presence is exactly where one 

should be!  Recognizing his own sinful condition and Jesus’ status as being sent from God is repentance, where 

every journey as one of Jesus’ disciples should begin. 

 Jesus gives Peter a new role in life.  He tells Peter that from now on he will catch men with the 

implication that his success at catching people for God will be along the same lines as his recent success catching 

fish that morning! 

 It’s interesting to observe that not only did Peter follow Jesus, but so did James and John.  “They” pulled 

their boats up on shore, left their old lives behind, and followed Jesus.  This is the same response that we saw last 

week in Matthew the tax collector, who left his old work and old ways behind in order to follow Jesus. 

 Consider, now, our second passage of text.  This text is part of a longer account beginning with Peter 

healing a beggar outside the temple. The man Peter healed had been lame since birth and was now 40 years old.  

Peter healed him in the name of Jesus and the man joined Peter and John as they went into the temple. The whole 

time the man jumped and danced with joy.  Not only was he able to walk, but for the first time in his life he was 

able to enter the temple and participate in worshipping God!  Remember, people with deformities, injuries or 

disabilities were barred from entering the temple. 

 So here is the man, dancing and jumping on his first visit the temple. This draws quite a crowd and they 

recognize him as the man they always saw begging at the gate. What had happened?!? How was he healed? Peter 

addresses the crowd and tells them that Jesus, whom they had participated in killing, had been resurrected by God 

and that it was in Jesus’ name that the man was healed.  Jesus calls on the crowd to repent and turn to Jesus. 

 It is at this point that we pick up Luke’s account in chapter 4.  A significant crowd has formed, which is 

always fraught with danger in case a riot started.  So the captain of the temple guard, the priests serving the 

temple, and the Sadducees came to investigate. The captain of the guard was from the family of the high priest and 

was second in command of the temple, just below the high priest himself.  He was in charge of a picked group of 

Levites who were the “police force” for the temple. These were the men who had been told to guard Jesus’ 

tomb! [FF Bruce, Acts, p. 95] 

The Sadducees were the majority party in the Jewish ruling council, called the Sanhedrin.  All of the high 

priestly families were part of this group of Sadducees.  (Remember, the role of high priest was limited to 

descendants of Aaron.  They were not democratically elected.)  Both waves of persecution of the early church 

were instigated by the Sadducees! (Acts 4:1; 5:17) [John Stott, Acts, p. 95] 

 So all of the important officials in the temple came to see what was going on, why the crowd had formed, 

what the commotion was and who was at the heart of it.  They overheard at least part of Peter and John’s 

message, and they were greatly disturbed. Not only were they talking about Jesus, a man who just a few months 

ago the Sanhedrin had managed to have crucified, but they were also preaching the resurrection of the dead!  The 

Sadducees, you see, didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead.  This was the major difference between the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees  They were not looking for a Messiah and didn’t believe in the future resurrection of 

the dead. [Stott, p. 95] 

 The official arrest Peter and John for causing a disturbance. However, they have to hold them over night in 

order to put them on trial. Why? Because it was against Jewish law to hold trials at night!  Trials were to be 

held during daylight so everybody could witness them.  Think about that and think about Jesus’ trial. 

 I’m sure it was a rough night for Peter and John, not knowing what would happen to them. The people who 

had arrested them were the same people who had arrested and executed Jesus just two months earlier.  However, 

their message had been well received.  We are told in verse 4 that the number of believers grew that day to 

include 5, 000 men.  Remember, on the day of Pentecost, we are told that about 3, 000 people total were 

converted. Now we’ve moved to counting the men.  This means that there were many more than 5, 000 believers 

at this point.  Counting men was similar to counting families.   

 The next day, when it was legal to put John and Peter on trial, all the officials gather again.  The whole 

Sanhedrin, the whole ruling council gets together to investigate Peter and John.  Annas and Caiaphas are both 

there. Caiaphas is the current high priest, but his father-in-law, Annas, was the “power behind the throne.” He had 
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been the high priest for many years before Caiaphas. Five of Annas’ sons and one grandson, as well as Caiaphas 

his son-in-law, all eventually served as high priests.  So Annas was the patriarch of a very powerful family. 

[Bruce, p. 98 n.11] (For Annas’ role in Jesus execution, see John 18:13-24) 

 One has to wonder if in that moment Peter had flashbacks to Jesus’ trial. Here were the same men who 

had put Jesus on trial, staring at Peter and John, asking very difficult questions.  Peter and John could hardly 

expect justice from this court! [Stott, p. 96] The question we have recorded, “By what power or what name did 

you do this?” contains an element of scorn and distain, “How did [someone like] you do this?” [Bruce, p. 99]  

The two men were both from Galilee, known for its strong accent and known as a “backwater.”   

 In answer to that question, the same power fills Peter and John again- the Holy Spirit.  Back at the end of 

Luke’s Gospel, Jesus told the disciples that they would be brought before all sorts of rulers and officials. He told 

them not to worry about what answers they would give, but that he would give them words and wisdom that 

nobody would be able to resist or contradict.  (Luke 21:14ff)  And in the power of the Spirit, they give a 

shocking testimony about Jesus, his death and resurrection.  Again, the shocking content is the resurrection!  

Beyond that, they are calling on the character or name of Jesus, the man this same council had recently had killed.  

The Sadducees were certainly upset and were probably greatly distressed. They thought they had dealt with Jesus 

once and for all, but here were two courageous men preaching his name and, like Jesus, thousands were flocking 

to hear their message. 

 Notice that Peter makes no effort to defend himself. He doesn’t try to apologize. He doesn’t try to argue 

theology about the resurrection.  He merely begins with the question, “Are we on trial for being kind to a 

cripple?”  Then he spends the rest of his time giving glory to God. [Stott, p. 96] He is also quite pointed saying, 

“You killed Jesus, but God raised him from the dead,” the same message he had given the crowd the previous day. 

[Stott, p. 97] 

 The Sanhedrin are amazed at Peter and John’s courage. They wonder that uneducated fishermen are able 

to speak so well! “How could untrained laymen like these so ably sustain a theological disputation with the 

supreme court of the nation?” [Bruce, p. 102] But they also note that these men had been with Jesus, another man 

who had not been formally trained, but was able to debate the greatest scholars in Jerusalem.  Like Jesus, these 

men spoke with a power and authority the other teachers didn’t have as the Sanhedrin council members would 

well have remembered! (John 7:15) [Bruce, p. 102] 

 In the end, the Sanhedrin couldn’t say anything in response. As much as they disagreed with Peter’s 

message, as much as they hated Jesus, they were confronted with the very real evidence of the healed man.  If 

Peter’s theology was wrong, how did he heal the man?  If the man was healed, how could it be in Jesus’ name?  

If the Sanhedrin denied Peter’s words, they had to deny the healing, which they couldn’t do. If they confirmed the 

healing they would have to confirm Peter’s words.  They were stuck, so they said nothing. [Stott, p. 98]  The 

Sanhedrin cannot argue with the startling evidence of a transformed life. 

 So the council sends Peter and John out in order to confer amongst themselves.  They know they’re stuck. 

So they decide to issue a warning.  Some have challenged how Luke could possibly know what they said in their 

closed meeting. However, we must remember who Luke’s apostolic connection was- Paul.  Paul had been a 

Pharisee in Jerusalem. He may very well himself have been on that council at the time! Even if Paul was not, his 

teacher, Gamaliel, was most definitely in the room. (Acts 5:34)  Paul could have heard if from him. Maybe Luke 

even heard it from Gamaliel when Luke was doing his research. 

What It Means… 
 So what does all this mean?  Why are we looking at Peter in these two instances?  First, notice the 

dramatic change that has happened in Peter. He starts off in a fishing boat and ends up speaking to the Jewish 

“Supreme Court” in his own defence!  Not only does he represent himself, but he does so incredibly well. How 

did this come about?  Through his three years with Jesus, Peter grew tremendously! 

 Jesus doesn’t call those who think they can help God do his work. God does not need or want servants 

who think they are doing God a favour.  Jesus calls those who need to be humble before his power and 

presence.” [Darrell L Bock, Luke, p. 100]  Jesus calls the humble and builds them up into the men and 

women he needs them to be. 

 Second, Jesus and the disciples didn’t fit the mould of teachers and students in that day. Jesus didn’t study 
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under a Rabbi. (He didn’t need to!) And the disciples studied under Jesus, whose teaching method was very 

unorthodox!  The disciples also didn’t fit the mould of students.  The disciples were all “ordinary” working 

men.  As we saw last week, Matthew had some education in accounting, but none of the Twelve were candidates 

for an ordinary Rabbi.  Ordinarily, all Jewish boys went to school until a certain age. Then, a vast majority of 

them left school to learn their family trade. Only the best of the best stayed on in school. Of those, only the cream 

of the crop were chosen by a Rabbi to become a disciple, to spend a number of years “sitting at the Rabbi’s feet,” 

learning from him how he understood the Hebrew Scriptures. 

 Of the Twelve, none of them fit that profile. None of them were formally educated in theology. None of 

them would have qualified to sit at a Rabbi’s feet. This was one of the startling aspects of Jesus’ ministry. He 

chose “ordinary” or “uneducated” men to become his students.  It’s not until years later when Paul is converted 

that we see a theologically trained apostle. 

 Jesus didn’t call his disciples to step out of the “ordinary” world in order to know him. He stepped into 

their world. 

 Something else we need to keep in mind that the Matthew and Luke used Mark’s Gospel as a framework 

or a foundation for their own writing.  Mark’s Gospel, however, is a based on Peter’s preaching!  Peter took 

Mark under his wing.  Mark travelled with Peter, listening to his preaching, which formed the material of the 

Gospel of Mark. Why is this significant?  It means that much of what we know about Peter came from Peter 

himself. And what do we see?  The Peter in the Gospels is full of flaws! He fails as often as he succeeds.  He 

goes through a very steep learning curve during his time with Jesus.   

 First, Peter learned the word of God.  That was what the people were so eager to hear from Jesus on that 

fateful day Peter was called!  And it continued to the be the core of the teaching that Jesus gave the disciples.  

And Peter was the star pupil, of sorts.  It was Peter who first admitted that the disciples believed Jesus was the 

Messiah.  This was tremendous! Jesus had taken the disciples to a Gentile region, Caesarea Philippi, specifically 

to spend time teaching them. Peter got the lessons right!  But no sooner does Peter succeed, then he tries to tell 

Jesus he cannot die, and Jesus rebukes him sharply, “Get behind me Satan!” (Mark 8:27-33)  Peter was the 

bravest, claiming he would never leave Jesus, but within a day he had denied Jesus 3 times. It was Peter who 

frequently asked Jesus for answers. (Matthew 15:15; 18:21; 17:24; Mark 11:21; Luke 12:41)  When Jesus is 

touched in the crowd by the sick woman and Jesus feels the healing power go into her, Jesus asks who touched 

him. It is Peter who answers.  Constantly, we see Peter asking questions, answering questions and learning.   

 During his time with Jesus, Peter grew dramatically. Finally, when the Spirit came into the world in a new, 

powerful way at the Day of Pentecost, it was Peter who took up the mantle of preaching.  He is repeatedly the 

apostle in Acts who is doing the public speaking. He eventually became the leader of the church in Jerusalem.  

When Judas hung himself, it was Peter who initiating finding a replacement. (Acts 1:15) It was Peter who went to 

Cornelius, the Gentile, to bring him the good news of Jesus. It was Peter who defended the spread of the gospel to 

the Gentiles when the other apostles questioned him.  It was Peter who had the difficult responsibility of dealing 

with Ananias and Sapphira, the couple that lied about their offering to God. [William Barclay, The Master’s Men, 

p. 19, 23, 24] 

 What we see in Peter, from his calling to his public ministry in the early church, is a man who was 

willing to learn and grow.  He was humble in the beginning, falling and Jesus’ knees, which made him 

teachable.  With Jesus, he learned to pray. He watched Jesus pray and Jesus taught his disciples how to pray with 

what has become known as the Lord’s Prayer.  (Matt 6:1-13; Luke 11:1-4) 

 Peter worshipped Jesus, too. On the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter, James and John saw Jesus in his 

glory. They fell down and worshipped him and it was Peter who wanted to make huts on the mountain so they 

wouldn’t have to leave. (Mark 9:2-10) 

 Peter was willing to grow, even after he knew Jesus was the Messiah. He was willing to grow even after he 

failed.  He was willing to admit his failures if it means others could learn from them and especially if it glorified 

Christ. Peter didn’t start out thinking or knowing he would one day be great. He started in humility, which is the 

best place to be when following Jesus. 

 Notice, though, how it all started.  Jesus didn’t approach Peter by telling Peter how his life would be 

different if only he would follow Jesus. He didn’t approach Peter with, “This is what I have in store for you!”  
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Rather, he started with, “I need your help.  Can I borrow your boat? Can you hold it steady for me please?” 

[Bailey, p. 140]  (By the way, he used a similar approach with the Samaritan woman at the well, “Can you give 

me a drink!”)  

 When Jesus’ sermon was done, Peter’s expectation would have been that he row back to shore, Jesus 

would get out and go on his merry way.  Instead, Jesus thoroughly challenged Peter’s worldview.  He took 

Peter out into deep water, at the wrong time of day, and with the wrong equipment and showed Peter how to make 

a fortune.  “This net-tearing, boat-swamping catch could greatly enrich him and his team.  At last [Peter] has hit 

the jackpot!” [Bailey, p. 143]  But then Jesus calls Peter to leave it all behind.  He shows Peter that he, Jesus, can 

make a lot of money in a short amount of time, but that’s not what’s really important in life, is it?  Having 

enabled Peter to “catch the big one” in fishing terms, he challenged Peter to leave it behind. [Bailey, p. 145] And 

Peter, for his part, rightly recognized the challenge, recognized his own sinfulness, and recognized Jesus’ 

authority as Lord.   

 As we saw last week with Matthew, and here again, Jesus calls his disciples to a genuine life change. 

And that change is not just a change in behaviour. It is a change in values and commitments.  “Peter faces 

a man who wins the ‘fishing lottery’ but doesn’t want it. Stunned, Peter realizes the inadequacy of his own values 

and priorities.” [Bailey, p. 145] This has a huge impact on Peter.  Years later, in front of the Sanhedrin, Peter is a 

changed man! 

Why It Matters 
 So why does all this matter?  What does this mean for you and me?  Here at Priory, we don’t want to just 

“play church.”  We’re not content with just showing up Sunday after Sunday and ticking off a box, “present.”  

We want to see genuine life-change.  If somebody has been coming to Priory for three years and they’ve shown 

now growth spiritually or emotionally, then we’ve failed in our mission as a church.  At least we’ve failed with 

that person. 

 Priory is a place to belong. It is also a place to grow.  We want to see life-transforming growth in 

everybody who calls Priory home.  No matter what stage of life you’re in, we want you to grow. No matter how 

much you know, or don’t know, we want you to grow.   

 Recall that the crowds were eager to hear from Jesus the word of God.  We recognize here at Priory that 

the foundation of all our growth must be the word of God, that is, the Bible.  We want people to grow in their 

knowledge and understanding of what the Bible says. We want people to be equipped to rightly handle 

Scripture. We want you to be able to read it on your own, understand it and apply it. We want you to recognize 

when somebody else misuses it.  We want you to be steeped in Scripture.  This is my personal passion in 

preaching. I’ve heard too many sermons that were more about self-help than the Bible. I’ve heard too many 

sermons that were just a string of jokes and stories to make people laugh.  I want to always open up Scripture to 

people on Sunday morning so they can see what it says for themselves. If that’s not at the core of our growth, then 

there’s something wrong. 

 We also want people to grow through prayer. We value prayer at Priory. That is why we pray together 

each Sunday either during or after the service. We want to not just talk about prayer, but actually pray together. 

We want to model bringing to God our needs in prayer as well as our praise.  We believe people grow when they 

are prayed for, when they pray themselves, and when they pray for others. We believe people grow when they 

pray individually or in small groups. 

 Prayer was one of the resounding themes that came out of our Thursday night Vision meetings in March.  

It is through prayer that we align our hearts with God’s heart. It is through prayer that our city will be changed. It 

is when we humble ourselves in prayer that we open ourselves up to the growth that God wants to produce in us. 

 We also value worship.  We believe people grow when they worship together.  That includes 

worshipping in music. We have a lot of music on Sunday mornings because we believe that is a way in which we 

grow.  We also worship through prayer, through offering to God the best of our possessions (the monetary 

offering we receive), and through our service to one another.  Serving is a way of worshipping God and we grow 

when we serve others. 

 We may not all end up as Peter’s, testifying in our own defence in front of the Supreme Court.  But we 

can all grow like Peter. We all need to grow like Peter.  On that day in Acts, testifying before the Sanhedrin, 
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there were actually three transformed lives in front of the Sadducees.  There was the crippled man who had 

been healed, yes. But there was also Peter and John, two more men whose lives had been completely transformed 

by the love of Christ.  That was part of the astonishment of the council. Not only was the lame beggar walking, 

but two men “such as these” were able to boldly engage the religious and political powerhouses of their day.  Our 

hope is that some day each of us will be so transformed by the love of Christ and by how much we’ve grown that 

our very presence will be a testimony to others about the power of Jesus’ love. 

Peter’s growth took place in community- the disciples. He learned through lots of teaching, worship and 

prayer. We can and should grow through the same means.  That is why we value growth at Priory and want to be 

a community in which people belong, grow and serve. Come and grow with us. Amen. 


