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Imagine… 
 I want you to imagine an ambitious young man growing up in a poor town.  This young man’s dream is to 

get away from his home town and see the world by being crew member on a cruise ship.  He moves to a sea port 

not far from his home and gets a job on a huge ocean liner. He works hard, impressing everybody he works for. 

The passengers on board love his service. His supervisors love his work ethic.  Whatever task he is asked to do, 

he does it with vigour and with a smile.  He defines his life by being the best crew member he can be.  That is his 

goal. That is what he has chosen as his destiny and he pursues that goal with a passion. 

 [pic] One evening, his task is to go out on the deck and straighten the deck chairs.  He takes a ruler with 

him and begins to precisely measure the spacing of each chair.  He fiddles with each chair to make sure it is at the 

perfect angle for looking out over the railing at the ocean.  This is what he loves to do. He is being the very best 

version of himself that he can be!  He is well on his way to being the best crew member on board the ship.  He is 

defining his own meaning- to be the best- and he is achieving that goal!  He thinks to himself, “Within a year, I 

will be the best crew member on board the whole RMS Titanic!” 

 [pic] Within hours, his ship has struck an iceberg, his deck chairs are in shambles, and he himself has 

drowned.  But he defined his purpose!  He chose the meaning of his life and pursued it!  Doesn’t that count for 

something?  Does it matter that he was really good, passionate and dedicated to straightening deck chairs on the 

Titanic?   

 I don’t think many people would say yes. Maybe there are some. But we usually speak of straightening 

deck chairs on the titanic as a waste of time.  It’s a phrase we use to describe wasting energy or doing busy work 

that doesn’t actually help solve the problem you’re facing. 

 Why do I bring this up?  Because this is the problem atheists face when confronted with the consequences 

of their own worldview.  In the atheistic worldview, there is nothing beyond the material universe. There is 

nothing spiritual.  The matter, the material of the universe is all there is to reality. [pic] In the words of Carl 

Sagan, scientist, atheist and narrator of the famous TV series “The Cosmos,” “The Cosmos is all that is or ever 

was or ever will be.” [cited by James Sire, The Universe Next Door, p. 61]  

 Recently there was a debate on campus at the U of G.  Dr. Chris DiCarlo, a philosophy professor at the 

University of Toronto, presented the case for atheism.  Rev. Royal Hamel, a retired pastor and evangelist who 

lives here in Guelph and attended the debate, wrote an editorial about it in the Guelph Mercury. He said that Dr. 

DiCarlo spent a great deal of time detailing the immense size of the universe. “For 30 minutes he meandered over 

the vast field of man’s accumulated knowledge especially in the realm of astronomy…. Through beautiful slides 

of the cosmos detailing the existence of billions of galaxies he laboured to show … that man is a very, very tiny, 

and therefore, insignificant speck in the universe.  And upon dying we are simply extinguished.  Finally, Dr. 

DiCarlo came abruptly to his conclusion. What is the meaning of life? In three terse words, ‘There is none.’” 

[Royal Hamel, Guelph Mercury, Oct 16, 2015] 

 Now, “to be fair, Dr. DiCarlo quickly asserted that there was such a thing as a proximate meaning to life… 

In a nutshell, since there is no ultimate meaning to life, the individual person gets to make up his or her own 

meaning.” [Hamel]  But the point I want to make is that if the universe as a whole has no meaning, if upon death 

we are extinguished, if there is no grand meaning to life, then whatever meaning I may make for myself, whatever 

achievements I may have in terms of defining my own meaning, I am only straightening deck chairs on the 

Titanic.  How can my life have any significant meaning if all of life has none? 

 Having not spoken with Dr. DiCarlo myself, I can only guess, but I believe he falls into the camp of 

philosophers called “Existentialists.”  There are both Christian and atheistic existentialists. I’m talking about the 

atheistic ones.  This school of thought believes that there is no God or gods or anything to reality beyond the 

physical cosmos.  Faced with the daunting burden of establishing meaning for life and avoiding complete despair 
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(which many atheists fall into actually), they believe that meaning comes from the individual, that each person 

gets to define their own meaning, that meaning comes from self-realization.  Doing something you choose to do, 

instead of going along with the crowd, is what gives meaning to a person’s life.   

But ultimately, existentialists are faced with the very difficult question of what happens when different 

individuals, or different people groups, have competing goals? What if they have competing values?  How do we 

arbitrate between then? Quite literally, they have nothing to appeal to in order to name what the Nazis did as 

“wrong.”  Hitler was chasing his own value.  He was self- actualizing.  He was achieving his own goals and 

doing it quite effectively.  Strictly speaking, in existentialist terms, Hitler was good and bringing great meaning 

to his life.  Certainly existentialists object to what Hitler did, but their objections cannot be based on any 

objective standards of right and wrong. They can only object based on their own preferences or their own goals.   

If we get to assign meaning to our own lives, then what is to stop the Unabomber, or any other terrorist 

from carrying out their own self-realized goals and meaning in life?  There is no standard by which we can judge 

them as being immoral, bad, evil or wrong. [James Sire, The Universe Next Door, p. 120] 

Context 

Ideas matter.  What we think really matters when it comes to how we live.  For the past few weeks, 

we’ve been talking about how the Christian worldview differs from the secular worldviews around us in our 

culture. [Pic] As it turns out, Obi-Wan Kenobi was right.  “Many of the truths we cling to depend on our point of 

view.”  (I’ve been pastoring for almost 12 years and this is the first time I’ve used a clip from a Star Wars movie. 

It’s about time!)  

Our worldview very much shapes our point of view.  In fact, a worldview could be said to be exactly that- 

our point of view. Our worldview is our set of commitments and beliefs about the very nature of reality.  It shapes 

how we think, what our goals are, what we value, and our understanding of the world around us. This in turn 

shapes how we live.  Everybody has a worldview, but most of us don’t think about what our worldview is.  

Rarely do we stop and examine our worldview, even less the consequences of our worldview.  Our worldview 

can be thought of as a set of presuppositions we hold, or it can be expressed as the story we live by.  Today, we 

are going to emphasize more of the story side of worldviews.  We are going to compare the story of the Christian 

worldview with the story of the atheistic or naturalistic worldview(s). 

To get a snapshot of the Christian worldview, we are going to look at John 1.  The first 18 or so verses of 

John 1 are called the “prologue” of John’s Gospel. In these verses, John sets out a number of important themes and 

concepts that are woven throughout the rest of his Gospel.  These themes includes such things as light and 

darkness, life and birth, witness and testimony and truth.  

Many if not all of Shakespeare’s plays tell you in the opening few lines what kind of play it is: comedy, 

tragedy or history.  “Romeo and Juliet” opens by calling these two young people “star-crossed lovers.”  For the 

original audiences, those words at the beginning of the play told them, “This is a tragedy.  These two lovers are 

star-crossed. That is, the stars are against them. Fate is against them. Brace yourself for a tragedy.” 

Similarly, John’s Gospel opens by telling us this is a tragedy.  The creative Word came to his own 

creation, but his creation did not recognize or receive him.  Yet, within the tragedy, there is a glimmer of 

hope: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God.” (v. 12) 

Before we get into the text itself, it may be helpful for us to understand John’s use of the term “The Word.”  

In Greek, this is the word “logos” which is the regular term for “word,” but also carried with it a much deeper 

meaning in certain contexts.  Many Greek philosophers, including the Stoics we talked about a few weeks ago, 

used the term “Logos” to describe the divine force behind the universe. The Logos was the organizing, sustaining, 

ordering force behind creation.  In the Hebrew mind set, Logos was Wisdom personified.  In the OT, the 

Wisdom literature, like Proverbs, was based on the foundation that human wisdom was grounded in fear or 

appropriate respect for God.  Wisdom, then, came to be seen as almost having active power in the world, which 

dovetailed nicely with the Greek idea of Logos.  This is the background John is picking up on with his opening 

lines in his Gospel.  Let’s read them together now. 

Text  
Please turn with me to John 1:1-14 
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What It Says 
So what does this text say?  There’s a lot going on here, much more than we can get at today. But for our 

purposes today, I want to point out a few things. 

Each Gospel writer traces Jesus back to a beginning of some kind.  Mark traces back to the beginning of 

Jesus’ ministry- his baptism by John the Baptist.  Luke and Matthew trace back to the beginning of his earthly 

life, his birth in Bethlehem to a virgin.  Luke traces the story through Mary and Matthew traces it through Joseph. 

[C K Barrett, cited by Charles R. Erdman, John, p. 10] 

John, however, goes back even further to begin the story. John traces Jesus back past his earthly birth, past 

the incarnation, past creation of the universe, to his pre-existence as God. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” (v. 1-2)  In one Greek 

sentence, “the eternity, personality, and deity of Jesus Christ are all affirmed.” [Erdman, p. 15]  John says 

that the Word, whom he later reveals to be Jesus Christ, “is one with the very being and mind of God; he is also the 

expression of the intelligence and will and power of God.” [Erdman, p. 14]  This is a big deal! 

 The Word was involved in the creation of all things. He is the source of both life and light.  “For 

[humanity], in whom life developed in the form of rational and moral being, his is also ‘the light’ or the source of 

all truth.” [Erdman, p. 15]  For John, the concepts of life and light are important throughout his work.  Life 

comes to mean not only physical life, but spiritual life too.  Life means salvation and light is the revelation of 

that salvation. [Frederick Dale Bruner, John, p. 6]  That light shines against the darkness, the darkness of sin, 

and the darkness has not understood it, or more accurately, has not overcome it. 

 Enter John the Baptist.  This is not the disciple John who wrote the Gospel, but John the Baptist who 

came before Jesus to prepare the way for him.  John came as a witness to the light so that people could know that 

the light was true.  Through knowing the truth of the light, people may come to believe in and fully commit to the 

light. “This Gospel is a record of testimony and shows that faith is belief founded on evidence.” [Erdman, p. 16]  

In John, belief is much more than intellectual. Belief means a wholehearted commitment to what is 

believed.  In John, the word is always “believe” the verb and action, never “belief” the noun. [Bruner, p. 21]  

Belief is the action of commitment. 

 But what happened?  The light that created the world came into the world, but the world did not receive 

him.  In fact, the world rejected the light!  The world is shrouded in darkness, and this is the tragedy of the 

Gospel.  Although the light “has ever been shining, it has ever been obscured by the moral and spiritual darkness 

of the world.” [Erdman, p. 15]  Creation rejects its Creator.  This is the great tragedy, “tragedy in its deepest 

form… the Creator crucified by creatures.” [Bruner, p. 7] 

 But not all is dark.  Not all is tragedy.  In the darkness of unbelief there is a glimmer of home- that some 

believe and to them is given the right to become children of God; children in terms of likeness, nature, life 

resulting from birth. This is a new birth by God, “the direct, supernatural exercise of divine power” in the believer. 

[Erdman, p. 17] 

 This is because the Word came a dwelt among us. Literally, the Word “tabernacled” among us. John uses 

the Greek translation of the word from the OT for “tabernacle” referring to the tent in which God met with the 

Israelites and dwelt among them.  [Erdman, p. 17] And the Word’s glory “was a manifestation of the spiritual 

splendour of the divine love and holiness of God [himself]!” [Erdman, p. 18] 

 The supreme purpose of this Gospel is to show how believing leads to life. These opening verses 

“declare that the eternal God was manifested among men; they show how some received while others rejected 

him; above all, they indicate the life of light and love and abiding blessedness which issues from faith in him 

whom John proves to be the divine Christ, the Son of God.” [Erdman, p. 18] 

What It Means 
 So what does this mean? If we’re talking about worldviews, if we’re talking about the stories we live by, 

what is the story John tells? 

 John’s Gospel continually comes back to answering three questions introduced in his Prologue: 1) Is 

Jesus a great man, the greatest prophet or the predicted Saviour of the world?  2) Does it matter how we 

regard him? Does belief in his affect life or destiny? 3) Is there sufficient evidence for belief? Is there 

trustworthy testimony?   
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And these are important questions still today.  Many today want to reduce Jesus to a great man, a good 

teacher or maybe even the greatest prophet. But always in an attempt to avoid admitting he is the predicted 

Saviour of the world and that he is God. 

“Wherever the loss of the conviction of the full deity of Jesus Christ occurs, the Church and the world lose 

their center and meaning.” [Bruner, p. 6]  Jesus is not just an addition to the world. He is not just something we 

include in our life.  He is the center of life and meaning!  And that is because he is God.  When we lose sight of 

that, including in churches that deny or play down his full deity, we lose our meaning and purpose in life. 

 Similarly, even if Jesus is the Saviour, what does it matter?  Does believing in Jesus affect our daily lives? 

Does it affect our destiny in the future?  And last, perhaps most pertinent today in our era of prideful scepticism, 

is there sufficient evidence to warrant believing in Jesus? And not just intellectual belief, but the whole-hearted, 

life consuming belief John is talking about? 

 This is the story of Christianity. This is the narrative of faith.  It all hangs on this- Is Jesus God?  These 

opening verse of John tell us that Jesus is God and always has been, since before time began.  He was God in the 

beginning and through him all creation came to be.  So there is a God, God created the universe and not only that, 

he has continued to be involved in the universe ever since. The Word is the light in the world and life to 

humankind.  He didn’t create the universe and then sit back to watch. In fact, when humanity fell into sin, he 

actually came down to earth and dwelt among us in order for us to more readily see and receive the light of truth 

that leads to new life!   

 These verses also give an explanation to the problem of evil. There is darkness in creation, creation has 

rejected its creator, and humanity is involved in that rejection.  This is fundamental to the story of the Christian 

worldview. It is crucial to the narrative of faith. And it runs completely counter to most atheistic narratives. 

 The story of Christianity is the story of Creation, Fall into sin, Redemption through Christ and (ultimately) 

the Consummation of his rule.   Christianity is the story of God’s loving pursuit of fallen humanity so that 

they can be reconciled to God through his own self-sacrifice. 

 The worldview of Christianity, the narrative of faith, tells us where we came from: we were created by 

God through Jesus the Word.  It tells us our problem: we live in darkness, we have fallen in sin. It tells us the 

solution to our problem: Jesus the Word of God himself came and dwelt among us so that those who fully commit 

to him will find new life in Him.  It tells us our destiny: to be reconciled to God, being reborn as his children. 

Why It Matters 
 So why does this all matter?  This is a good story. It’s an interesting part of the Bible. It’s a different way 

of thinking about Christianity. Why does it matter? 

 Well, ideas matter. The ideas behind the stories of our worldviews matter.  If you start to do much 

research on atheism, you will find that its roots lie in the work of philosophers as far back as the 1700s.  People 

like John Locke, a man who “believed in a personal God who revealed himself to us; … thought, however, that 

our God-given reason is the judge of what can be taken as true from the ‘revelation’ of the Bible.”  He died in 

1714.  But people built upon his work in the 1700’s and the atheistic naturalists, those who believe that the 

cosmos is all there is, ever was and ever will be, just removed the “God-given” part of “reason” as the judge of 

revelation.  They decided that reason alone, the human faculty that sets us apart from other animals, is the sole 

judge of truth. [Sire, p. 60] 

 By the 1800’s you get people like Karl Marx, another atheistic philosopher, who shaped much of the 

atheism of the 20
th

 Century.  But still, atheism was limited to academia and philosophy.  It took a couple 

hundred years for these atheistic ideas to filter down to average people or to shape political leaders like Lenin and 

Stalin.  Today, when faced with atheists living down the street or working in the cubicle next to us, the ideas and 

foundations to their beliefs are deeply buried in a few centuries of history.  If we really want to reach them with 

the light of the gospel, we need to be able to wrestle with some of these deep roots of ideas that they, themselves, 

may not be able to articulate. 

 As a side note, given the importance of ideas and how they shape culture over time, this makes ministry to 

universities that much more important!  The ideas we’re talking about shaping every day culture now were born, 

shaped, discussed and spread primarily through universities! 

 But let’s take a look at how ideas matter. Let’s consider how the story we tell about the nature of creation 
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shapes life.  Let’s take the atheist’s story. [pic] I have a funny post I was sent on Facebook here. It says, 

“Atheism- the belief that there was nothing and nothing happened to nothing and then nothing magically exploded 

for no reason, creating everything then a bunch of everything magically rearranged itself for no reason whatsoever 

into self-replicating bits which then turned into dinosaurs.  Makes perfect sense.” 

 Now, this is a tongue in cheek description of atheism, but let’s take a look at what it says.  Atheists 

actually do believe that nothing existed before creation. There is no God, so nothing existed before. Now, some 

may suggest that our universe is part of a multi-verse, or that our universe just keeps expanding and contracting, 

going through big bang after big bang, but there is not only no scientific evidence for this, by its very nature, 

science could never confirm these ideas because the boundaries of science are the boundaries of our physical 

universe. 

 So, out of nothing, something suddenly happened and everything came into existence.  Notice “for no 

reason at all.”  This is actually an important point. When asked why there is something rather than nothing, the 

atheist has no response except to shrug.  The Christian, by contrast, says that God made the universe for reasons 

of love and made humanity for the purpose of relationship. 

 Similarly, the next stage of development in the universe is not just that suddenly there was something 

instead of nothing, but that something is orderly and carefully arranged.  Again, the atheist can only shrug his or 

her shoulders and say “random chance.”  In fact, “random” has become the atheists’ “god of the gaps.”  

Whenever they are faced with a how or why questions, they can only shrug and say, “Random chance, random 

mutation, random, random, random.” Why? Because to suggest anything other than random suggests design, 

purpose or intent and that suggests an intelligence behind the universe. Such an intelligence starts to sound too 

much like God for an atheist! 

 This carefully arranged something actually develops into self-replicating life!  Again, the atheists can 

only hold on to random events here, but this is starting to stretch a reasonable person’s faith.  Why is there life?  

Why does life replicate? When it replicates, why is there variation in the offspring?  Given the diversity of life, 

and given the chances of a random mutation actually being an improvement and not detriment, how has all this 

happened so fast? 

 But beyond questions of origin, the atheist story has other problems. If the universe does not have a 

designer, then it does not have a purpose.  Most atheists would agree that the universe as a whole has no 

purpose. It just “is.” They are then hard pressed to find purpose for our lives.  Some, like Frederik Nietzsche in 

the 1800’s, recognized this and, holding tightly to his atheism, declared that there is no meaning to life. The only 

meaning to life is to win.  He proposed the idea of a “superman” rising up from within humanity as the next level 

of evolution.  These ideas strongly influenced European thinking, particularly in Germany at the beginning of the 

20
th

 Century.  That is, these ideas, combined with Darwinian evolution, gave intellectual foundations for the 

extermination of weaker or inferior creatures, such as the handicapped, mentally delayed or those battling mental 

illness. It also gave intellectual foundation to the extermination of weaker races, such as Russians and Jews. 

 Viktor Frankl, an Austrian psychologist who lived through WWII and survived Auschwitz, wrote 

extensively about his time in concentration camps.  He suggested that the gas chambers did not find their source 

in some government ministry in Berlin, but in the desks and lecture halls of [atheistic] philosophers and scientists. 

[cited in Ravi Zacharias, Can We Live Without God?, p. 25] 

 In fact, the 20
th

 Century struck repeated blows at the basic foundations of atheism.  Along with 

scientific discoveries that severely limited the age of the universe down from infinite to a few billion years old, 

most atheists, including Karl Marx, believed that because of evolution, mankind was experiencing continual 

progress and advancement. That is, they believed that everything was getting better. Through the 1800’s this 

seemed reasonable. Advances in science were leading to medical breakthroughs, the locomotive was drastically 

cutting down on travel time. Communication advances made it seem that the world was shrinking! 

 [pic] But then the 20
th

 Century opened with WWI.  Suddenly, all this technology was used to kill people.  

Millions upon millions of young men died in the trenches of WWI.  After the terror of “The Great War” many 

people’s faith in evolution and progress was shaken.  

 But maybe it was just a blip?  Maybe it was the final purge of primitive mankind?  No. [pic] Just a 

generation later, in spite of the mantra “Never Again,” WWII broke out.  Although the combat casualties in some 



 
 

6 

theatres were less than WWI, the horror of the concentration camps in Nazi controlled Europe, the savagery of the 

Japanese in the Pacific, two groups that considered themselves racially superior, and the ending of the war with 

the first detonations of atomic weapons sent shockwaves through the world. Suddenly, all that technological 

advancement had brought humanity to the point that we could literally and truly end all life on earth. The nuclear 

arms race threatened the total annihilation of life on earth.  Even the “winner” of a nuclear conflict would face 

clouds of ash that would block out the sun and cause a “nuclear winter” that would kill crops and turn the planet 

cold.  Where’s the progress? 

 Suddenly people were not so sure that Modernity was the same a progress. Faith in the goodness of 

humanity, faith in progress was lost. This gave rise to the “Post Modern” movement around us today.  At its core, 

postmodernism is a rejection of the attempts by atheists to bring hope and meaning to life.  Reason, once named 

the sole authority for truth, lost its lustre. How can we know anything at all?  If all we are is a bunch of atoms 

bouncing around, how can we trust our senses?  How can we trust our thoughts if they are just the secretions of 

our brains? 

 The narrative of atheism has been played out over the past 100 plus years and the ending is not a happy 

one.  The holes in the atheistic worldview, named and touted even by atheists in the 1800’s, have yet to be 

patched or filled in.  Instead, the horror of those holes in giving meaning to life have been demonstrated on a 

global scale. 

Taking It Home 
 So how do we take this home?  We’ve been talking about big ideas.  How do these big ideas shape our 

little decisions?  We’ve been talking about global trends and events. How does this affect our very local 

existence? 

 The stories we believe about the nature of reality shape the way we live. They shape our values. They 

shape our goals. They shape our sense of purpose and meaning. They are shape our point of view. You will find 

that many of the truths we cling to depend on our point view. 

 The story of atheism is that the whole universe is a cosmic accident.  It has no purpose or meaning.  If 

you want to try and find your own meaning, you are welcome to, but many people have not found that particularly 

productive.  It often leads to hopelessness, especially when you realize you’re straightening deck chairs on the 

Titanic.  It doesn’t provide a foundation for knowing good vs evil. We may have our preferences, but those are 

personal. We have no grounds to call out another person, or another society for doing things we consider wrong.  

There is no great referee to judge good from evil. 

 Contrast that with the story of Christianity found in John 1.  That is the story of a loving God who created 

the universe. He was there before, is there now and will be there forever.  He created us and sustains us. He 

shines in the darkness to bring us light and life.  The darkness is our fault, but he has not rejected us for it. Instead, 

we have rejected him. But not satisfied with being alienated from his creation, the Word of God, stepped down 

into darkness so that we could see.  There are those who testify to the light, and their testimony is trustworthy and 

true.  For those who believe in the light, they are given the right to become children of God. They are given new 

life, new purpose, new meaning, because there is one by whom and through we have all been made and he will 

judge justly in the end. 

 Now some will say that Christianity has its holes too. They will point to violence done in the name of faith, 

in particular the Crusades.  But we have 2 responses to such objections. First, we can truly say that such 

violence is inconsistent with the Christian story. It happens, yes, but it is a twisting of the worldview. It is not 

part of the worldview.  In contrast, the atheistic regimes of the 20
th

 Century are fully in keeping with the atheistic 

worldview. We may not like what they did, but we cannot claim that they are being inconsistent with their 

worldview. 

 Second, when confronted with harm done in the name of Christianity, we can not only say it is inconsistent 

with the character of Christ, but it further evidence of the truth of the story. The story is part tragedy.  There is no 

uniform progress of humanity in the Christian worldview. In fact, the whole point of the Christian worldview 

is that we have fallen into sin and cannot get ourselves out!  So when people commit violence in the name of 

Jesus, it is further proof of our need for a Saviour! 

 We want to equip you to Reach One. We want you to think of people in your circles who do not know 
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Christ.  Ask them their story. Not just the story of their life, but ask them what they believe about the nature of 

where we come from, why we are here, how we find meaning while we are here and what is our ultimate destiny.  

Then, having listened to their story, share with them the story of Christianity- the story of creation, fall and 

redemption; the story of God’s loving pursuit of fallen people for the purpose of reconciling them to himself. And 

see which story they would prefer to live by.  Amen. 


