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Introduction… 
 People move around a lot these days.  Many people leave the town where they grew up in order to go to 

school, find work or move when they get married.  Others move around when they are kids as their parents head 

to new places for work.  I, myself, have lived in 7 different towns or cities in 3 different countries!  Even if you 

don’t move far, most people these days still move around a bit. 

 Yet, in spite of this mobility, it can still come as a surprise that famous people come from small towns.  A 

number of famous actors and musicians are known around the world but came from small towns.  Because of our 

mobility and communications technology, talented young people can be “discovered” and make a career in show 

biz even if they were born and raised in small towns.  Justin Bieber, whatever you think of his music or his 

lifestyle, is an example of a famous person who was raised in a small town.  Bieber is from Stratford, Ontario, not 

far from here!  Being raised in a small town didn’t hold him back in his career.  Taylor Swift, George Clooney 

and Brittney Spears were all raised in small towns. 

 This is a relatively new phenomenon.  It is because of modern modes of travel that common people can 

move around so easily.  Things were not always so.  In the Middle Ages in Europe, for instance, most people 

never went further than a day’s walk from the town in which they were born.  A person who had travelled more 

than 8 miles was considered “well-travelled!”  Certainly there were exceptional people who travelled further, but 

for most people home was always within an 8 mile radius of where they were born. 

 In ancient Israel, people would travel to Jerusalem on pilgrimage for great festivals.  Within the Roman 

Empire, one of the advances that allowed for tremendous travel was the road system build to facilitate the 

movement of the Roman Legions, the military and all the equipment and supplies it needed.  This system of road 

was what allowed the Apostle Paul to travel so widely spreading the gospel. 

 But even though travel in ancient Israel and then the Roman Empire was easier and more common than, 

say, England in the Middle Ages, there was still a sense that coming from a small town limited one’s prospects in 

life.  Today in our text, taken from the prophet Micah, we will see something similar.  Micah himself was from 

a small town called Moresheth. In contrast to a number of the other prophets, like Isaiah and Jeremiah, we don’t 

know much about Micah. We don’t know his father’s name. We don’t know Micah’s occupation. This leads 

scholars to believe that Micah probably grew up in relative obscurity, in the small town of Moresheth, son of a 

common man.  [Ralph L. Smith, Micah-Malachi, p. 5]  Micah wasn’t from a big city like Jerusalem, he 

didn’t have connections at court, like Isaiah or Jeremiah.  He wasn’t a member of a priestly family, like 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  But he was a man God used to bring His word to Israel. 

 Some of Micah’s word to Israel was recorded in the book bearing his name.  Micah himself ministered 

between 750 and 686 BC. The book of Micah would have been written sometime between 700 and 650 BC.  

[NIV Study Bible] Micah directed much of his prophetic work towards the Northern Kingdom of Israel before it 

fell to the Assyrians and the people were carried into exile.  His book is structured in a series of cycles describing 

judgment and then redemption.  Micah predicted the fall of Israel and its capital city Samaria, but with those 

predictions he also foretold rescue, redemption and relief from suffering. 

Text  
 Today’s passage, Micah 5:1-5, is a passage of redemption. It is one of Micah’s oracles, or prophetic 

sermons, through which God promises his people that he will (eventually) rescue them from their troubles.  

Please read with me. 

What It Says 
 So what does this passage say?  We are going to zero in on the passage itself first, then look at an element 

of it that predicts a future event. Afterwards, we will see how this event came to be, fulfilling the prediction. Then 

we are going to look at how this fits into the very big picture of God’s plan of redemption.  So we are going to 
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start small, looking at the passage in its context within Micah, then zoom out a bit to look at how it fits with the 

NT, then zoom out even further to consider how it fits within God’s overarching plan for bringing salvation to a 

fallen world. 

 By way of context within Micah, Chapter 4 begins “In the last days…”  Chapter 4-5 form a deliverance 

oracle, a prophetic sermon about God’s deliverance or rescue of his people.  Micah 4:3 contains the famous 

image of people “in the last days” “beating their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”  

Micah 4:9-10 uses the image of a woman in labour to describe the future suffering of Judah being defeated by 

Babylon.  The image is taken up again in our passage in v 3, that Israel (not Judah) will be abandoned until the 

one in labour gives birth.  This is a common way to describe the corporate suffering of Israel, but may also be a 

connection to Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” [Craig Blomberg, “Matthew” in GK Beale and DA Carson, 

Commentary on The New Testament Use of the Old Testament, p. 6] 

 Verse 1 calls the city to prepare to defend itself.  The enemy is going to lay siege to the city and will 

humiliate their leader. Israel’s ruler is literally called a “judge” in the Hebrew, not a king, as a sign of his inability 

to defend his people.  [Smith, p. 43]  The enemy, who turn out to be the Assyrians, will strike the king on his 

face with a rod, signifying defeat to Israel. 

 But all is not lost!  From Bethlehem, the small town in the region of Ephrathah, the “trifling” clan within 

Judah, a leader will come.  He will rule over Israel with power. His roots will stretch back to King David, and 

potentially even further back to Adam and Eve. [Smith, p. 44] Literally the text says his roots will extend to 

“ancient of days.”  Amos 9:11 refers to David’s reign as “the ancient days” but the hope for a Messiah 

stretches back even further than the monarchy in Israel.  Literally the Hebrew says “from days of eternity.” 

“Though not as clear as Isaiah 9:6, this final clause suggests a king who is more than a mere human.” [Blomberg, 

p. 6]  Isaiah 9:6 is that verse made famous by Handel, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 This king, in verse 4, will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD and his greatness will 

extend to the ends of the earth.  This description was part of Israel’s hope for a Messiah in the future. Here was 

the king who would be a godly king and who would extend the rule of God far and wide. 

What It Means 
 Within its original context, Micah’s oracle about the future king would provide hope in dark times for the 

people of Israel as they faced defeat and exile.  Over the years, Micah’s words helped shape the Jewish 

expectations of a Messiah who would lead them to military victory. The passage continues past v4 to describe 

how various enemies of Israel would be defeated, seemingly by this king.  Even as these predictions of defeat 

came true, the perspective was lifted to see the coming Messiah as one who would defeat even greater enemies of 

Israel.  By the time of Jesus, 600 years later, the expectation was that the Messiah would defeat the Romans.  

Micah’s prophetic words were not the only passages that shaped the Jewish expectation of the Messiah as a 

military leader.  They were one piece of many in a puzzle the Jewish religious leaders were trying to piece 

together to understand the Messiah to come.   

 Micah’s specific prophecy gave the place of the Messiah’s birth- Bethlehem.  Although Jerusalem was 

the “city of David,” Bethlehem was David’s place of birth.  This is where his family was from.  This fit well 

with the statements elsewhere that the Messiah would be of the line of David and that his kingship would be like 

that of David.  We see this at play in a number of places in the New Testament.  Notice in Matthew’s Gospel, 

when the Magi see the star and come to Jerusalem, they ask where the king is whose birth the star signifies.  

Matthew 2:1-8 tells of their encounter with Herod.  Herod is greatly disturbed because he knows he is not the 

legitimate king of Israel in many Jewish eyes.  He asks the chief priests and scribes where the Messiah is to be 

born and they quote Micah 5:2.  The Jewish religious leaders expected the Messiah to be born in Bethlehem 

based on Micah 5. 

 Similarly, in John 7, Jesus is debating the Jewish leaders. In John 7:41-42 some of the people think Jesus is 

a great prophet, others think he is the Messiah. But some counter that Jesus can’t be the Messiah because the 

Messiah is to be born in Bethlehem. They know Jesus as “Jesus of Nazareth,” and assume he was born in Galilee. 
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[Andreas J. Kostenberger, “John” in Beale and Carson, p. 455] John, however, knows differently and expects his 

readers to know that Jesus was born in Bethlehem too.  This is interesting because John doesn’t tell us that in 

his Gospel. He must be assuming that his Christian readers also have access to either Matthew or Luke (or both).  

Those Gospels both detail Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. 

 Matthew’s Gospel frequently speaks of “these things happened to fulfil what was said….”  Often, these 

are references not to actual prophecies, but rather to what is called a “typology.”  There are a lot of Biblical 

patterns, or typologies, like the Exodus from Egypt and the return from Exile in Babylon.  Or, another 

typology might be a sacrificial lamb in the OT, like at Passover, and Jesus being the sacrificial Lamb on the cross.  

God often foreshadows in the OT what he is planning on doing through the life, ministry, death and resurrection 

of Jesus.  So sometimes we find in the NT what is called a “fulfilment” but it isn’t necessarily a fulfilment of 

prophecy. The OT passage being fulfilled wasn’t making a prophetic prediction. [Blomberg, p. 2]  So when 

Matthew speaks of Jesus, Mary and Joseph going to Egypt and then returning to Galilee, that is a fulfilment of a 

typology, not a prophecy. 

 All of this is to say that sometimes there are actual prophecies that are fulfilled.  There are actual 

predictive statements in the OT that are fulfilled by Jesus in the NT.  That Jesus was born in Bethlehem is a 

fulfilment of predictive prophecy in Micah. (Not just a typology.)  And this is very specific!  It would be one 

thing to predict Jerusalem, the largest city in Israel, but it’s quite another to predict the small town of Bethlehem!  

And remember, Micah was written 650 years before Christ!  There is no way this was filled in after the fact.  No. 

Not at all. 

 Now, let’s take a step back and see what we have here.  650 years before the fact, God speaks through 

Micah to say that the Messiah will be born in the tiny town of Bethlehem.  Then, 600+ years later, how does God 

accomplish this?  Remember the words of Luke 2, “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 

should be taken of the entire Roman world…And everyone went to their own town to register. 

“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

guest room available for them.” (Luke 2:1. 2-7) 

God used the emperor of Rome, Caesar Augustus, to accomplish his plan.  If it wasn’t for Caesar’s 

decree, Joseph would not have gone to Bethlehem. He would not have taken Mary there. Jesus would not have 

been born there!  So 650 years before, God knew about Caesar’s decree, he planned to use that decree to get 

Joseph to take Mary to Bethlehem, the city of David!  All so that God’s Son, the Messiah, would be born in the 

city of David.  And God “called his shot” so to speak. God said well beforehand that this was what was going to 

happen. 

Why It Matters 
So why does all this matter?  What’s the big deal about Bethlehem?  There are a few reasons why this is 

important.  First, it is remarkable that Micah’s prophecy was accurate.  It is significant that so long before 

the birth of Jesus God’s prophet spoke of Bethlehem and not just in an abstract or indirect way, but specifically 

indicating that out of Bethlehem would come a king to rule in God’s power.  So from just that basic predictive 

prophesy perspective we need to be impressed at God’s word. 

Second, we can see how God brought this about.  Whether we want to conclude God “caused” Caesar to 

issue the decree, or whether we conclude God observed it beforehand, God’s plan was fulfilled because Caesar 

issued an order he had no idea the consequences of.  The timing was remarkable, too. The decree was early 

enough that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. If it came much later, Jesus would have been born in Nazareth.  It was 

also late enough that Joseph took Mary with him. He didn’t have time to go and come back for the birth.  It didn’t 

happen before their year long betrothal.  So the timing of the census was fairly precise to get the family to the 

right place at the right time. 

We see from this that God uses worldly events and powers to accomplish his goals. God does not have 

to intervene in a “spectacular” way to get things done.  God’s plan unfolds through history, not in spite of or in 

contradiction to history.  God doesn’t need to violate laws of nature or human will to accomplish his goals. 
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That the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, and Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, formed an important piece 

of evidence for Jesus’ status.  We’ve seen in Matthew, Luke and John the significance of Micah’s prediction.  

The Jewish leaders in Matthew were able to direct the Magi to Bethlehem because that was the expected place of 

the Messiah’s birth. The people in John wondered if Jesus could be the Messiah because they thought he was born 

in Galilee.  In Luke the connection is not spelled out, but he also goes to great lengths to demonstrate how Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem. If we only had Matthew, it would appear that Joseph and Mary lived in Bethlehem all the 

time. Luke shows us how they managed to give birth to Jesus in Bethlehem even though they were from Galilee! 

God’s perspective is not our perspective.  This Advent series has been all about God’s long term plan 

of salvation.  We have been looking at really early predictions or promises of a Saviour, stretching all the way 

back to Adam and Eve.  God has been working out his plan of salvation since creation began!  One of the pieces 

of evidence God gave along the way was Micah’s prophecy.  God knew this would help bolster Jesus’ claim to be 

the Messiah when the time came for the Incarnation. 

Looking back, in hindsight, it is quite remarkable.  When God spoke to the serpent in the Garden of Eden, 

he warned the serpent that the seed of the woman would crush his head.  It was not the seed of the man, or of 

humans, but of the woman specifically. In hindsight, the virgin birth of Jesus demonstrates the foresight of these 

words to the serpent! 

Then, in Numbers, we looked at Balaam’s prophecy.  We saw how God spoke through a pagan prophet, a 

man hired to curse Israel. Balaam saw a star rising that would be a great king.  Leading up to Jesus’ birth, Jews 

believed this to be a prediction of the coming Messiah. This was recognized as a “messianic” text.  But it was 

understood that the star would be a metaphor.  The star that rose was parallel with the sceptre. Both are symbolic 

of kingship.  Yet, when Jesus came, he was not only a king, fulfilling the metaphor of the star, but an actual star 

rose over Judea!  The Magi followed the rising of a literal star to find Jesus!  Again, in hindsight we see that the 

verses in Numbers were actually more specific, more precise than anybody thought beforehand, even if they 

recognized the verses as being about the Messiah. 

Now, in Micah, we have a very specific prediction about the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem.  What 

this shows us is that all along the way God had a specific plan to bring about salvation. He had the details worked 

out ahead of time, including the virgin birth, the rising star and the census of Caesar leading to Mary and Joseph’s 

journey to Bethlehem.  God knew what he was doing all along! 

This should serve as an encouragement to us.  If things are not going as planned for you, trust that 

they are going as planned for God.  Any women here who have ever had a baby can imagine that for Mary, the 

census was not something she planned on!  What pregnant woman wants to travel that far for government 

paperwork?!?  Finding out she had to go with Joseph was not convenient. It was not “part of the plan” for Mary 

and Joseph.  But it worked out remarkably well in the end!  It was part of God’s plan. It was difficult in the 

moment, for sure, but it was part of God’s plan. 

What is not going as planned for you today?  What is not going well? What circumstances are difficult for 

you right now?  Stop and pray about it. Ask God to help you trust that it is part of his plan, even if it is difficult.  

As God to work out his plan in spite of the difficulties or inconveniences in your plans. 

Seeing how God carried out his plan for the birth of Christ, knowing and predicting specific aspect 

hundreds of years in advance, reminds us that God’s plans may take a long time to work out. That God’s plans 

seem to take a long time to be worked out does not mean that God has been stymied, or that his plans have gone 

wrong, or that things are difficult for God.  It actually means that God is far more patient than we are! 

We rarely think beyond our day. Maybe we think as far ahead as a week. But do we give much thought 

beyond our own lifetime?  Most of us never do.  Our perspective is so short. The horizon of our thoughts is so 

near.  We get caught up in the next few hours or days. But God thinks in terms of millennia, not hours or days.  

God thinks and plans, in precise detail, over thousands of years!  He had the details of Jesus’ birth worked out 

hundreds and thousands of years in advance. 

And this should help us trust that he is working out his plans for our life too. He is working out the plan of 

our salvation and that of future generations even as we speak.  We get upset about who gets elected. We panic 

over the price of oil or a dip in the stock market.  We worry and fret over our career path and retirement.  While 

we should be responsible in these areas, we need to remember to lift our eyes up higher. We need to remember to 
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think in God’s terms.   

What does that mean, practically speaking?  We need to expect Jesus’ return. We need to expect, hope 

for and live for the second arrival, the second advent of Jesus.  We need to keep that in mind as we plan and live 

our lives.  We need to live in light of the resurrection, not just of Jesus in the past, but of our future resurrection.  

We need to let this shape our priorities.  We need to let it shape our goals and values. 

God’s plan of salvation stretches all the way back to the beginning of time. It stretches forward all the way 

to the end of time.  We are living in that plan of salvation. We need to remember that!  As important as this life 

is, our 80+ years of life are a mere drop in the bucket compared to God’s eternal plans for us!  It is a mere blip on 

the radar of eternity.  We need to plan for eternity, not just retirement, or our career, or our lifetime. 

This Christmas, a lot of people, including many of us here, are going to get caught up in the 

commercialism of Christmas. We are going to get caught up in the family celebration of Christmas.  But that is so 

short sighted!  We are going to make short term decisions about spending money. We are going to make short 

term decisions about using our time. We are going to make all sorts of decisions based on December 25
th

. We are 

not going to think about December 29, or January 29
th

, or next August, or next year.  But we need to think 

beyond Christmas Day. We need to make decisions about Christmas with the mindset of what comes after 

Christmas, whether it be our bills that will have to be paid, or how we spend our time, or how we interact with 

those we spend Christmas with.  

In light of the fact that Jesus is going to return, how should we celebrate Christmas?  How should we treat 

our family over the holidays?  What should our attitude be towards those family members that irk us?  What 

should our attitude be towards the kids that go crazy?  What should our attitude be towards the money we spend 

on gifts and celebrations?  Jesus is going to return and hold us accountable for how we celebrated his birthday.  

What can we do to make him proud?  How can we celebrate Christmas in a way that brings honour to Jesus, not 

shame? 

God’s greatest gift to us is the presence of Jesus on earth. Now we experience the presence of Christ 

through the work of the Holy Spirit. But this is God’s great gift to us.  What can we do to model this kind of 

self-giving when we celebrate Jesus’ birth?  I don’t have all the answers to this! I know I get caught up in the 

materialism of Christmas too! But if we are going to change, we need to be challenged. We need to think about it 

before we can do it differently. 

And this is my challenge to you. We are going to celebrate the birth of Christ. Christmas is not about gifts. 

It’s not about family. It’s about the arrival of God in the flesh. It’s about the arrival of God in the flesh with the set 

purpose of dying in our place in order to reconcile us to God!  This is what Christmas is about!  How can we 

honour that gift? 

One way to reshape our attitude toward Christmas celebration is to remember that Jesus is going to 

return. We can celebrate Advent by thinking about Christ’s first arrival. But even that points to his second 

arrival. The best way to celebrate Advent is to look back at the first Christmas as a sign pointing forward to the 

return of Jesus.  We can tell the Nativity story, which is good, but we can also tell of the return of Christ in the 

future, which will be even better. 

As we get closer and closer to Christmas, let’s all rethink how we celebrate, where we put our priorities, 

what our goals are and decide now what attitudes we want to have.  Let these things be shaped not by the 

“Christmas spirit” of the past, but by the hope of Advent future, the return of Jesus in power!  Amen. 


