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Introduction… 
[pic] In the video clip we just saw, Danny DeVito’s character has a number of wise things to say to a young 

sales rep who, in the movie, is a devout Christian.  DeVito talks about the young man’s lack of character because 

he doesn’t regret anything. He goes on to say that the young man has done lots of things to regret, he just doesn’t 

know what they are. When we regret things, however, it means we look back and wish we could do something 

differently, but cannot change what we did, so we carry that with us allow it to shape us, humbling us but also 

making us honest. 

 One of the things I regret in my life stretches back to my high school days.  I was a very outspoken 

Christian in my high school. Over lunch hour, I was routinely in debates with people about issues of faith and the 

Bible.  I remember one day taking a short cut through the drama room and on the stage two of my friends were in 

a discussion or debate. They were talking about homosexuality. My Christian friend was talking to a 

non-Christian friend of mine, Tom, about the topic.  I listened for a moment and then jumped in, theological guns 

blazing. I quickly pointed out that the Bible says homosexuality is wrong.  I don’t remember much of the rest of 

the conversation and to be honest, except for one thing, I doubt I would remember the event at all.  

 However, maybe 2 or 3 years later, in university, I heard that my friend Tom, who was the non-Christian 

in that conversation, had come out of the closet.  He was now openly admitting he was gay.  He had gone to a 

different university than I had, so I wasn’t able to talk to him, but I felt this crushing sense of regret about that 

conversation I had interrupted that day a few years before.  It dawned on me with painful clarity that Tom may 

not have been talking with my friend about homosexuality because he was wrestling with the morality of it. He 

was talking to my friend because he was wrestling with it personally! 

 I don’t know if my Christian friend knew Tom was wrestling with this issue personally or not.  But I 

know that I never bothered to find out from Tom why he was asking in the first place.  The regret I carry from 

blundering into that conversation has caused me to be far more conscious of the other person when talking about 

difficult topics.  I try, as often as I can, when talking to people about difficult topics, to ascertain why they are 

wrestling with it. Are they struggling with the intellectual sides of the issue? Is a friend of theirs in a situation in 

life which brings this issue to the forefront?  Is the person I’m talking with struggling with this issue themselves?  

Why are they coming to me to ask me about this difficult topic? Because the answer to that question needs to 

radically shape the way I talk to them and the approach I take with them. Am I helping them to understand an idea 

or am I helping them struggle with something personal or with which they are emotionally involved? 

 Why have I opened today’s message with this clip?  Why am I opening with this story?  Because I know 

there are people in our congregation who are struggling with same sex attraction.  I know there are people in our 

congregation with family members, whom they love dearly, who also struggle with same sex attraction, or who 

aren’t even struggling with it, they are living an openly homosexual lifestyle.  And so I want to make sure that in 

our sermon series on this difficult topic, a topic many people would not touch with a 10’ pole, that we everything 

we say is seasoned with grace and love.  

I want to make sure that this series is not just about the intellectual issue of the morality of 

homosexual behaviour, but always addresses the human side of the issue.  I want to ensure that every 

week we all walk away with a deeper appreciation of the love God has for all of us sinners, including 

practicing homosexuals, and that our deeper understanding of the love God has for us will shape our 

relationships with people both inside and outside the church when it comes to talking about this issue.  I 

want to make sure that the people who hear this sermon who experience same sex attraction feel loved and 

supported in their struggle and that each of us, when confronted with a conversation on this topic, will be prepared 

to love the people we are talking with and about. 

Other than my friend from high school, I have a number of friends who experience same sex attraction. 
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Since coming to Guelph, I have four close friends who all experience same sex attraction.  Two are men, two are 

women. Three are Christians, one is not.  Two are actually in Christian ministry.  The two men have both acted 

on these feelings during the course of their lifetime. Interestingly, neither woman has had a physical same sex 

sexual encounter.  The reason I’m telling you this is that I want you to understand this is a topic that hits close to 

home for me too.  None of us are more than a degree or two of separation away from someone who experiences 

same sex attraction. You may not know who they are. You may.  But you are close to people who either 

experience same sex attraction or are close themselves to someone who experiences same sex attraction. We must 

always keep this in mind as we talk about the topic and ensure that our words and intentions are not only filled 

with truth, but overwhelming with love. 

Background 
 Recall from two weeks ago, we talked about the fact that the Christian worldview and the secular 

worldview of the culture around us are different and that the difference between them is widening.  Contrary to 

the beliefs of the secular culture around us, Christians believe our desires are fallen, that they are sinful.  

Therefore, in the Christian worldview, there are some desires we have that should not be indulged.  This runs 

contrary to the culture around us that believes all our desires should be indulged whenever possible.   

 One of the difficulties Christians face is that we struggle within ourselves. When we come to Christ and 

ask him to forgive our sin, to reconcile us to God and to dwell in us, renewing our character, we are not 

immediately freed from all of our sinful desires. As we live in the mean time between now and Christ’s return, we 

experience an ongoing internal war between our sinful nature and the Holy Spirit dwelling inside us.  This battle 

is one that non-Christians don’t experience the same way because they have not surrendered their lives to Christ. 

They are still indulging and living by the sinful nature.  This difference is incredibly important to our 

conversation today. 

Context 

 For now, however, let’s turn to our text for the day.  As we read the text, keep in mind that tax collectors 

were seen as traitors to Israel. They were Jews who worked with the Romans to get rich by ripping off fellow 

Jews. They were seen as collaborators with hated invaders, not unlike those who worked alongside the Nazis in 

occupied Europe during WWII.  They were considered the lowest of the low in Israel’s society, even worse, 

probably, than prostitutes. 

Text 
 Please turn with me to Luke 15:1-10. 

What it Says 
 I want to point out a few things about what the text says before we get into explaining the principles it 

teaches.  First, as I mentioned, Jesus is eating with tax collectors and other sinners. Two things about this. First, 

eating with a person was a sign of welcoming and acceptance.  This wasn’t just meeting in the food court at 

the mall. This was inviting somebody over for dinner and inviting all your other friends too. 

 The second thing I want to point out is that the tax collectors and other “sinners,” we are told, were 

gathering around Jesus to hear him.  They were drawn to Jesus. The last verse in Luke 14 records Jesus saying, 

“He who has ears, let him hear.”  The tax collectors and sinners were hearing and responding to Jesus. They 

were seeking him out.  That in and of itself is remarkable because Jesus never took a soft line on sin. He spoke 

scorching hot words about sin and made no bones about it!  But his character was such, his delivery was such, his 

relationships with people were such that sinners flocked to hear him and found acceptance with him.  He loved 

sinners which is why he was so bold about their problem and he offered them a solution to the problem not just 

condemnation. 

 This alone is a powerful reminder to Christians today that if we are to fulfil our calling of being little 

Jesuses, literally “little Christs” which is what the word Christian means, then we must both speak of sin in no 

uncertain terms, but also do it in such a way that people whose sinfulness is most obvious on the outside are drawn 

to us, not pushed away from us.  In speaking of sin we must not end the story at condemnation, but must offer the 

opportunity for redemption that only Christ can bring. 

 As the text moves on, we quickly see that the religious people were very uncomfortable with the kind of 

people who came to hear Jesus. The religious people were scandalized by who Jesus spent time with and 
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associated with.  “How can you hang out with those people?” they wondered. 

 So Jesus told two stories taken from everyday life in that culture to illustrate why he befriended the down 

and outs, the scandalous, the traitorous, the unlovables.  In the first, he speaks of a shepherd who has lost a sheep 

and goes to great, but understandable lengths to get the sheep back. When he returns with the sheep, he rejoices 

and expects his neighbours to rejoice with him. 

 In the second story, Jesus speaks of a woman who has lost a coin. There is good reason to believe this coin 

was part of a string of coins she would have kept that were part of her dowry and were the only material 

possessions that she held herself, not in conjunction with her husband.  Either way, when she lost one of her 

coins, she went to great but understandable lengths to find it. 

 [pic] Have you ever lost the remote to your TV? Or lost your cell phone? You put everything on hold until 

you find it. You pull up the couch cushions, look under the furniture, check all your pockets in your coats.  If it’s 

your phone, you may even use another phone to dial the number and hope you hear it ring.  Life stops, life is put 

on hold, until you find it. 

 [pic] Now, we’re not likely to call our neighbours and expect them to rejoice with us because we found the 

TV remote. But what if you lost a dog or cat? You’d be out looking for it. You’d put posters up on telephone 

poles. You’d call your neighbours. And when you found the lost pet and brought it home, you’d be ecstatic!  

You’d probably post on Facebook about it, you’d call your friends and tell them you’d found your lost pet and 

they would celebrate with you. 

 Jesus takes these stories from everyday life and uses them to teach an important spiritual principle. Just as 

we are joyful when we find something lost, God and all of heaven rejoice when one lost person, one lost sinner, 

repents and finds Jesus.  In fact, there is more rejoicing over the lost sinner repenting than over the people who 

are righteous and don’t need to repent. There is rejoicing over the righteous, but even more rejoicing over the 

repentant sinner. 

What It Means 
 So what does this mean?  Aren’t the religious people right?  Shouldn’t we be careful who we hang out 

with and associate with?  I think it’s important to note that these people came to Jesus.  He welcomed them. 

When they invited him to their homes, he happily went with them. He was not out participating with them in their 

sinful behaviour.  He wasn’t going around with the tax collectors helping “enforce” the collection. He wasn’t 

hanging out with the prostitutes saying, “Hey, let me hold your clients coat while you meet with him.”  He never 

participated with them while they were engaging in their sinful behaviour. Rather, he accepted them as human 

beings, built relationships with them, and through his love he was able to speak truth to them that both convicted 

them of their sinfulness but also offered the opportunity for redemption. 

 Jesus pursued sinners.  Just as in the parables the man pursued the lost sheep and the woman pursued 

the lost coin, Jesus pursued sinners.  He loved them and didn’t want them to stay lost.  Jesus motivation for 

doing this was the love God has for lost sinners.  And Jesus sets an example for us in this, that those who have 

asked Jesus to enter their hearts have asked for that same agape love from God to fill them up so that they, too, 

love lost sinners and pursue them.  “Jesus sets a clear example for us to follow. Finding lost “sheep” and missing 

“coins” is a disciples’ priority.  Jesus involved himself with sinners; so should his disciples.” [Darrell L. Bock, 

Luke, p. 258]  That involvement with sinners was not to party with them or join in their sinfulness, or to say that 

their sinful behaviour was ok. Rather, it was taking an interest in them as a human being. Like in our video clip, 

asking about their kids, asking about their hopes and dreams for no other reason than because you want to know 

them as a human being, not in order to make a pitch to them about religion. 

 God rejoices over people turning away from their sinfulness and returning to him.  The angels in heaven 

rejoice over this too.  Something really neat dawned on me as I was working on this passage this week. As you 

may recall, back in January we did a series on worship. We took a couple weeks to look at Revelation 4-5.  

Remember, in the heavenly throne room, all of the worship is a response to who God is and what he has done, and 

to who Jesus is and what he has done.  Carrying that understanding with us to this passage, take note that Jesus 

says there is rejoicing in heaven, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God, when a sinner repents.  

When a sinner repents it is the work of God in that person. The joy in heaven is worship. It is not a response to 

what the sinner has done, but what God has done in the sinner to bring him or her home.  The wan and woman in 
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the parables rejoice because they found the lost sheep and coin.  They did the saving.  God is the one doing the 

saving when it comes to sinners. Jesus is the one carrying them home on his shoulders.  Therefore it is an 

appropriate response to God, an appropriate act of worship to rejoice when a sinner repents and returns to God in 

Jesus Christ! 

 Now, in the text, Jesus does not explain how it is that sinful people are reconciled to God. This is what 

baffles the religious leaders.  Why? Because their understanding of how to get right with God is wrong.  They 

believe that by keeping separate from sin and sinful people and sinful things they can be righteous. They believe 

that they have the power to be on good terms with God through their own good behaviour. This was at the heart of 

the conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders of his time that eventually lead to them plotting against him 

and having him crucified! 

 The Gospels themselves do not go into great depth of explanation as to what is happening when a sinful 

person repents and turns back to God.  That work of explanation was done in large part by Paul.  There are two 

brief passages in Paul’s letter to the Romans that I want to highlight for us today because they give the explanation 

as to why it is that sinful people can come to God and why it scandalizes religious, good people. 

 First, consider Romans 3:20-24, “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the 

works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 

is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

 Paul is explaining the situation with God and humans which was at the heart of the misunderstanding 

between Jesus and the religiously dedicated people of his day.  The Pharisees and teachers of the Law thought 

that their observance of the Law would make them righteous in God’s sight. But that’s not the role of the Law. 

The role of the Law is to make us conscious of our sinfulness. Today, this is where our culture has moved so 

far away from Christianity.  In past generations, there was still a general acceptance of God’s law, even if it 

wasn’t acknowledged that it came from God.  But now, having moved away from God, our culture is not even 

conscious of its sinfulness.  This is why it is so difficult for us as Christ-followers to even engage in the 

discussion of any kind of sinful behaviour, let alone homosexual behaviour!  We’re playing by a completely 

different set of rules, we’re playing with a different deck of cards, when it comes to what is right and wrong. 

 Jesus brings a new kind of righteousness, a new kind of relationship with God.  The Law and Prophets, 

that is the OT, testify to this new righteousness. It is not a break from the OT, but a fulfilment of it.  This new 

righteousness, this new fixing of our relationship with God, comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe 

and act on that belief, commit themselves fully to that belief. 

 When it comes to fixing our relationship with God, there is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 

between those who have the Law and those who don’t.  Why? Because all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.  That includes you and me. That includes religious people and non-religious people. That includes 

Christians and non-Christians.  That includes heterosexuals and homosexuals.  All have sinned and fallen short 

of the glory of God. Therefore none are righteous in and of themselves. The only righteousness that counts for 

anything is the righteousness that comes through faith in Christ, through putting all of your hope, trust and 

confidence for being made right with God in Jesus, asking him to forgive your sin and turning over your whole 

life to him.  

 Those who do this are justified, that is, they are made righteous, they are put into a right relationship with 

God freely by his grace, his undeserved favour, through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus when he died on 

the cross for our sin and was resurrected on that first Easter Sunday.  We have all sinned. We are all lost sheep. 

We are all lost coins.  And God is pursuing all of us!  When we respond to that pursuit, when we respond to the 

Holy Spirit, when we open our minds, wills, desires, feelings and imaginations to Jesus and let him have authority 

over them, we change from being lost coins to found coins. We change from being lost sinners to saved sinners. 

We change from being unrighteous to righteous, from enemies of God to children of God. 

 And let me highlight this for all of us. There is no sin too great for Jesus to overcome!  Same sex 

attraction, homosexual behaviour, homosexual orientation are not the unforgiveable sins!  God loves people who 
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experience these things just as much as he loves people who don’t experience them. God can forgive any amount 

of sexual sin through Jesus.  God can forgive any amount of lust through Jesus.   

 Things brings us to the other passage in Romans I mentioned, Romans 5:6-8, “You see, at just the right 

time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates 

his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 This is the awe inspiring depth of the love of God.  While we were powerless to save ourselves, while we 

were helpless to fix our relationship with God no matter how closely we observed the Law, or how good we were, 

or how many bad things we avoided, Christ died for us!  He didn’t die for the godly people. He didn’t die for the 

religious people. He died for the ungodly people!  This is the love of God! While we were yet sinners, long 

before we repented, long before we cared to be reconciled to God, Christ died for us.  That blows my mind. He 

didn’t die for us when we got our lives cleaned up. He didn’t die for us because we tried really hard. He didn’t die 

for us when we did our best. He died for us while we were yet sinners, while we were the equivalent of tax 

collectors spiritually speaking.  And that includes each and every one of us and each and every person who has 

ever had a same sex fantasy, attraction, thought or action. 

 God loves gays.  God is desperately pursuing gay people. God is desperately seeking the lost sheep, the 

lost coins.  And when a person who is a sinner, regardless of how that sin plays out in their lives, repents, 

responding to the pursuing love of God in their lives, then there is rejoicing in heaven! 

Why It Matters 
 So why does all this matter?  What does this mean when it comes to homosexuality and same sex 

attraction?  Pastor Dave, my friend is gay, what does this sermon mean for them?  What does it mean for my 

relationship with them? 

 As I said two weeks ago, “God loves you just as you are, and too much to let you stay that way.”  God 

loves sinners. That includes each and every one of us.  If you experience same sex attraction, God loves you. 

Jesus wants you to know him so well that you turn over your whole life to him, including your thoughts, desires 

and imagination.   

 If your friend, brother, sister, cousin or co-worker experiences same sex attraction, God loves him or her 

too. And if you’re a Christian, if you have asked Jesus to forgive your sin and be in charge of your life and to fill 

you with the Holy Spirit so that you reflect Jesus’ character more and more, then God wants you to get to know 

that person. He wants you to love that person like Jesus loves them. He wants them to see in you the love of Jesus 

so much that they are drawn to Jesus and, through cooperation with the Holy Spirit, they come to put their trust in 

Jesus too. Jesus wants you to be his agent, his representative, his ambassador in their lives. He wants you to love 

them with the same love you found in Jesus.  

 Think of all your sin. Think of all the junk you’ve done. It’s a lot, isn’t it?  [pic] Then add to that all the 

junk you’ve thought that you didn’t necessarily act on, but you entertained the thought. You dwelt on the thought. 

You nurtured and nursed the thought. Think of all the fantasies you’ve had.  Think of all the desires you’ve had 

that are not godly.  Pile all that stuff up.  Think about it and then realize that Jesus loves you so much that while 

you were still working on adding to that pile he died to forgive you for it.  That’s the love Jesus has for you! 

 Now take that love you’ve experienced from Christ yourself, and turn it towards the person in your life 

who experiences same sex attraction. Know that Jesus can forgive them for their pile of junk that they’ve done, 

thought, fantasized about and desired.  And not just the same sex stuff. You know, that’s not the only sin people 

experience!  God wants to forgive us for all the other junk we have inside us too! 

 But what about their lifestyle? What about the tension between loving them and not condoning what 

they’re doing?  How do we navigate that?   

 That is a very tricky question.  I think at the core it depends on your relationship with the person. 

Relationships matter!  Jesus never let a person’s sin prevent him from loving them. He never said to a person, 

“Your sin is too great for me to love you or accept you in repentance.”  So don’t let their sin prevent you from 

loving them and trying to build a relationship with them. 

 The primary issue at the heart of the question is whether or not they have asked Jesus to be the lord of their 

life.  Why does that matter? If they’re not a believer, then they’re not likely very conscious of their sin, including 
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but not limited to same sex activities.  We must remember, you can’t clean your fish before you catch them.  

Don’t expect a non-Christian to agree with your Christian views on same sex attraction, or that we shouldn’t 

satisfy some of our desires for that matter.  Without the Holy Spirit working within us, God’s will is hidden from 

us.  God’s desires for us are hidden.  Non-believers are not going to hold Christian values and are likely to be 

baffled by those who do hold them. 

 So if you know somebody who experiences same sex attraction but doesn’t know Jesus, don’t worry about 

their same sex attraction as much as their relationship to God!  If they suddenly stopped gratifying their same sex 

desires, they’re no better off without Jesus!  So instead of focusing on their sexual practices, focus on sharing the 

love of Christ with them. Pray that the Spirit would open their eyes to the love Jesus has for them. Pray that Jesus 

would win them over.  They need to find Jesus first and foremost! 

 What about a Christian who experiences same sex attraction?  Again, this depends on the level of 

relationship you have with them.  It is our duty as fellow Christians to live in fellowship with one another 

and to develop such relationships with one another that we can bear one another’s burdens!  We are 

supposed to be looking out for one another’s spiritual well-being. Remember, that’s what agape love is primarily 

concerned with!  So, within the bounds of the depth of relationship you have with this person, talk with them 

about their experience. Talk with them, listen to them, and pray for them about this particular besetting sin.  Ask 

them if they know it’s wrong to indulge all our desires?  Begin there.  Not just sexual desires, but any unholy 

desires.  We’re going to get into this in more depth on another Sunday, but for now, love the person and listen to 

the Spirit as to how best to do that. 

 If the Christian thinks their lifestyle is ok, you have a tough job. However, deep down, most of us are 

aware of our favourite sins being sins.  We all need fellow believers who are trustworthy and loving to help us in 

our battles with our own sinful nature.  So if you can be that for someone, be that!  Seek to be that for others if 

they want you to be.  Build relationships in which both of you can find help and support for your struggles with 

sin.  One of the people I mentioned earlier that struggles with same sex attraction has become a good friend of 

mine and we both share with one another our struggles with sin. It’s not just about that one issue. And having a 

friend in Christ who can help bear our burdens is huge! 

 Within Christian circles, you may be surprised to find how many people who experience same sex 

attraction really want to change. They want to be renewed. They don’t want to gratify these desires. And they need 

all the help and support they can get. We’re going to delve into this more deeply on another Sunday, but let me tell 

you that it is a difficult battle to wage against your own nature.  If you can be a support for somebody who is 

trying to overcome this affliction, you will be a huge blessing in their lives! 

 The church as a whole, Christians as a group, have a lot they have done that they need to regret.  

Many of us are not aware of what those things are yet.  Let me tell you, the way Christians have handled same sex 

attraction is one of them.  We need to regret how we have treated people ensnared in sin. Not just this sin, but all 

sin. We need to repent of our attitude towards the sin we discover in others. We need to repent of our attitude 

towards the sin we find in ourselves. The first is too judgemental and condemning, the second is too lax and 

lenient.   

 In this way the church will build character. When we realize that we did something that we wish we 

could undo or do over again, things that were said, things that were done, and we realize we can’t undo them, we 

need to be filled with holy regret.  Because that builds character. We need to carry it with us, not as a source of 

shame, but as a reminder in the future not to make the same mistake twice.  We need to carry it with us to temper 

our decisions and actions in the future.  Jesus can forgive us for our mistakes, and he does. But that does not mean 

he wants us to forget to learn from them. He wants us to be shaped by our errors and failures so that we are more 

humble and submit to the work of his Spirit within us.   

 When Peter denied Christ, Jesus forgave him. He reinstated Peter. But he did it in a way to remind Peter of 

what had happened. He asked Peter 3 times if he loved him. 3 was the number of times Peter denied knowing 

Jesus. Jesus wanted Peter, the headstrong leader of the 12, to learn humility and be more cooperative with the 

work of the Spirit to shape his heart.  I’m sure Peter carried with him both the regret of denying Jesus but also the 

joy of being forgiven.  So we, too, need to carry the regret of how Christians have treated people who have same 

sex attraction, but also the joy of knowing that we and they can be forgiven!  Amen. 


