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Introduction… 
 [pic] It’s interesting how over time the topics which one wouldn’t touch with a 10 foot pole change.  40 

years ago, it was completely taboo to talk about alcoholism or being an alcoholic.  20 years ago it was taboo to 

talk about mental health issues and depression.  One would never admit to taking anti-depressants!  Today, 

these are topics that are far easier to talk about.  One topic, however, as slid in the other direction- that of 

homosexuality and same sex attraction.  But that is the topic we are tackling in this series.  It’s the view from 

121”, 1 inch beyond a 10 foot pole. 

 Over the past 12 years of ministry here at Priory, I have had the privilege of watching our church engage 

and support a number of people in recovery from alcohol abuse and drug abuse.  As a community, I think we do 

a better than average job at this.  I’ve also learned a lot personally walking with people at very different stages of 

their recovery.  We have some who have not had a drink in decades.  Some who still battle the inner desire to 

drink on a daily basis and frequently ask for prayer, even though they’ve been sober for years.  Some have been 

open about their struggle. Others less so.  

One of the more difficult experiences I’ve had as a pastor is sitting with people who clearly struggle with 

alcohol abuse who are in denial that it is a problem. In two cases, I sat with different husband and wife couples in 

which the husband clearly had a problem with alcohol, his wife saw the problem and was slowly being crushed by 

it, but in both cases the husband was unwilling to admit it was a problem. In one case, the husband talked about if 

he had a beer after work with his co-workers, as soon as he got home he would dive into a case of beer to finish the 

job and get drunk. Or, if he and his wife were at a party and he had a beer, even if he wasn’t drunk, he we make his 

wife stop at the beer store on the way home to get more beer so he could drink himself into oblivion when they got 

home. Yet, despite his telling these stories, he only referred to himself as a “booze hound” but not an alcoholic. 

How do you help someone in this situation? How do you offer help to a person who thinks their behaviour 

is acceptable?  All their friends say it’s ok. Society says it’s fine as long as they don’t hurt anybody. But clearly, 

this kind of behaviour is unbecoming of a follower of Jesus!  This is an incredibly difficult ministry issue! 

After getting to know these individuals better, after having heard their stories and putting pieces together 

over the years, it was remarkable how much brokenness there was in their lives. The level of loss, pain, abuse, 

neglect and brokenness was heart-wrenching!  I didn’t wonder that they struggled with drink.  But I knew that 

until they found healing from those deeper hurts, drink would continue to be a temptation for them because it was 

a way to cope with all those difficult, unprocessed emotions. 

I think many of us if not all of us have friends or family who are living a lifestyle that isn’t healthy. If 

they’re not willing to admit it’s an unhealthy lifestyle or activity, it puts us in an incredibly difficult position!  

How do we love them well while watching them do this?  Does loving them mean we approve of their choices?  

How do we accept them without condoning their behaviour?  If we speak to them about their behaviour, we run 

the risk of damaging the relationship.  It’s a difficult road to navigate. 

Today we are going to delve into this in a way that I hope is helpful.  But we have to take the long road to 

get there. Also, we are going to primarily address the issue for Christians who are ensnared in sinful behaviour, 

not non-Christians.   

To get to how we help our friends who are battling entrenched sin in their lives, we have to lay a deep, very 

important theological foundation. It is this foundation that makes it possible for us to approach Christian friends 

and loved ones in the Holy Spirit. It also means that for our non-Christian friends we are less likely to find this 

effective.  So we are going to first set a deep theological foundation. Then we are going to see how this 

plays out in practical spiritual application. Finally, we will apply the foundation and application to the 

specific situation of alcohol abuse and then same sex attraction. 

So as we go along, you may be thinking, “Where is Pastor Dave going with this? What does this have to do 
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with the issue of homosexuality?”  Well, wait for it. We’ll get there.  

Text 
 Please turn with me to our two texts today. The first sets the theological foundation. The second gives the 

application.  The fist passage is 2 Corinthians 15:5-20. 

 Then turn to Galatians 6:1-5. 

Theological Foundation 
 First, let’s deal with the 2 Cor passage and set our deep theological foundation.  Paul is talking about 

those for whom Christ died.  That is, he is talking about Christians, Jesus followers.  He died for them for the 

express purpose that they should no longer live for themselves, but should live for him.  This is vitally important!  

Why? Because far too often we think Christ died just so we can go to heaven when we die. We think Christ died to 

save us from our sins at the end of our lives.  But that’s not why Christ died. He died so that we might live for 

him. A necessary component of that is saving us from our sins, true, but just having our sins forgiven doesn’t 

mean we live for Jesus.  That is the key to being a Christian- living for Jesus instead of ourselves.  

 The world, the culture around us, lives for themselves.  That is the center of our culture.  We live for 

ourselves, in particular our own pleasure and enjoyment. That is why our culture never met a desire it didn’t 

satisfy. That is why our culture is so individualistic. It is why our culture is so materialistic. We are all living for 

ourselves. And I’m including “we” in there because even as Christians we are far too much like the culture around 

us.  We are guilty of this too. 

 So, as Christians, we are to live for Jesus not for ourselves. One of the ways that works out is that we no 

longer regard people from a worldly point of view. That means, our standards of how we see people have 

changed. We no longer use the world’s standards of what is successful, valuable, etc. Rather, we see people 

through the lens of Christ.   

 Because we have new life in Jesus through his death and resurrection, because we no longer live for 

ourselves, but for Jesus, we are new creations.  This is the profound, deep, theological foundation I am talking 

about. We are new creations.  This whole idea of being new creations must not be overlooked.  This new 

creation idea is on the scale of original creation.  It is cosmic is scale and significance. This is what “new life” in 

Christ means.  This is huge!  Paul says the old has gone and the new has come. 

 In other passages, both in Jesus’ words in the Gospels and in Paul, we get more information about this 

whole idea of new creation. In other places it is talked about in terms of the present age and the coming age. Jesus 

talks about it as “the Kingdom of God is at hand.”   

[pic] I’ve shown this diagram before, but it’s been a while, so let me refresh some of our memories and 

introduce it to some others. Working from left to right, along the bottom is a blue line. This is a timeline that 

represents the present age which began when God spoke the universe into being. This present age has been marred 

and broken by sin.  This is the present, sinful age. This is old creation.  This is the kingdom of this world. 

Partway along the timeline of this present age is the cross.  The death and resurrection marks a 

tremendous point in history. It is the centre of all of history, in fact, as we have talked about in the past few 

months.  The death and resurrection of Christ ushered in a new age, the “age to come.”  This is also called the 

Kingdom of God, or the rule and authority of God.  This is marked by the line continuing all the way to the right. 

Someday, Christ is going to return. That is indicated by the vertical line to the right of the cross.  Jesus 

will return and sit in judgment of all of creation.  At that point, the present age, the broken, sin-stained world will 

come to an end.  The whole of creation will be finally, fully redeemed and the age to come, the Kingdom of God 

will be fulfilled. 

However, you will notice that we are living between the resurrection and the return of Christ. We are 

living in the “in between times.”  This is the period of time during which the two ages overlap.  There is the 

present age along the bottom and the age to come along the time. The kingdom of the world is on the bottom, the 

kingdom of God is on top. We, as Christians, are living in two ages at the same time.  We are citizens of the age 

to come, the top line, but we live in the present age.  We are new creations, part of the top line, but we still 

experience sin and its effects, the bottom line. We are straddling this gap with one foot in either age. 

This helps us understand the difficulty of the Christian life. This is another explanation as to why we still 

battle the indwelling power of sin in our hearts, even after we are saved. Even after we repent, humble ourselves 
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before Jesus, ask him to be our lord and saviour, we still find we are sinful people. That is because we are stuck 

living in two ages at once. 

But the key is that we are, in fact, citizens of the Kingdom of God.  We belong in the age to come. Our 

identity is in Christ, which means our identity says we belong in the Kingdom of God, the age to come.  We are a 

new creation.  We are to live for Jesus, on the top line, instead of ourselves, on the bottom line! 

The reason we are able to live on the top line is that God reconciled us to himself through Christ.  

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are able to begin the move from the present age to the age to 

come, from the kingdom of this world, to the kingdom of God. 

While we still live in this present age, we are given the message of reconciliation. We are given the 

message that God is reconciling us to himself through Christ. We are his ambassadors, his representatives, those 

who speak for him to this present age.  That is part of what living for Jesus includes. It means living for him by 

being his representatives here, telling others about the work he did for us and them on the cross.  We are to 

implore people to be reconciled to God, just as we have been! 

That is our deep, theological foundation.  We are new creatures whose identity is in Christ so we no 

longer live for ourselves but for Jesus. This is the fundamental nature of reality that is hidden from those whom 

the Spirit has not revealed it to. The people of this world don’t understand this. They don’t see it at work. They 

think it’s foolishness! 

But this tells us that there are fundamentally two kinds of people in this world: those who live for Jesus 

and say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those who live for themselves, to whom God says, “Thy will be done.”  

Being a Christian isn’t just about going to heaven when you die. It’s about submitting yourself to Jesus for the 

forgiveness of your sin so that God can reconcile you to himself and begin the process of bringing you across this 

gap to be citizens now and residents later of the Kingdom of God.  Being a Christian is about being part of the age 

to come while still having to live in the present age. 

Spiritual Application 
So that’s the deep theological foundation. Phew!  Now, what is the spiritual application? For this, 

consider our passage from Galatians 6. We looked at this a few months ago during our series on church success. In 

this passage, after an unfortunate chapter break, Paul is talking about the practical outworkings of walking by the 

Spirit, keeping in step with the Spirit and living by the Spirit, in contrast to gratifying the sinful nature. 

That is, Paul is talking about people who no longer live for themselves but live for Christ.  He is talking 

about what life on the top line looks like. He is talking about what it looks like to be God’s ambassador of 

reconciliation.  He is giving practical instruction on how to live out the reality that you are a new creation. 

One consequence of living by the Spirit is that when we find someone ensnared in sin, or “caught” in sin, 

we restore them gently.  This is a verse about relationships and how we interact with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, fellow Christians.  When one of us gets entrapped, tangled up and stuck in sin, in gratifying their sinful 

desires and all that goes with it, the rest of us are to restore them gently. One interesting thing about the word 

“restore” is that it can also mean to perfect.  So when we restore someone ensnared and tangled in sin, we are 

perfecting them, we are contributing to the process by which the Holy Spirit makes them more like Jesus, cleaning 

up the schmutz that accumulates on them from sin. 

Paul also warns about not being tempted to sin yourself. Obviously, one should resist the temptation to 

participate in the same sin as the one entrapped, but more importantly, we must also beware other temptations like 

pride, gossip, malice and other temptations that come when we find someone entrapped in sin. 

Paul says that we are to carry one another’s burdens. We looked at that a while back, but in case you 

missed it, burdens are overwhelming and more than one person can carry.  Later Paul says each should 

carry his own load.  This seems like a contradiction, except that one’s own load is what is reasonable to carry 

by oneself. [incl 2 pics] 

It is this idea of bearing one another’s burdens and each carrying his or her own load that I want to focus in 

on today.  We have a responsibility to other Christians who are overwhelmed by sin.  That sin may be an 

activity, it may be desires, it may be behaviour, it may be the brokenness that comes from living in a broken 

world.  For instance, a person overwhelmed by depression needs our help. We are responsible to try to help bear 

their burden with them, even though being depressed is not a sin!  It is, however, the consequence of living in a 
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sinful, fallen world. 

Most of the time, especially in the West, we think it is none of our business when another person is 

struggling. We have seen examples of busybodies who make it their business to know everybody else’s business 

and then gossip about it. We want to avoid conflict. We want to keep our own stuff private too.  But this is not the 

model Christ gave us nor the instruction Paul left us.  We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers!  We are called 

to live differently than the world around us and that means, in part, bearing one another’s burdens. 

That said, we are also responsible to carry our own load. We are responsible to make use of the tools God 

has given us for overcoming sin. We are responsible for asking for help and receiving help. We are responsible for 

being responsible! 

The way we deal with sin and with those entrapped by sin is a reflection of the nature of the age to 

come, the kingdom of God.  As individuals, we are responsible to live by the Spirit and not gratify our sinful 

natures. That is incredibly difficult!  So it means working together to accomplish that. It means helping one 

another and also being helped by one another.  We must reach out to those who ask for help. We must be willing 

to accept the help of those who come to help us.  This is part of living out the fact that we are new creations living 

for Jesus, not ourselves. 

Specific Examples 
Let me help us see how this works with some specific examples. Let’s begin with alcohol abuse. [pic] An 

individual who struggles with alcohol needs to come to grips with this. They need to admit they have a problem 

before they can find help. This is part of carrying your own load.  You need to take responsibility for the fact that 

you have become ensnared by abuse of alcohol.  Until a person takes that responsibility for themselves, until they 

bear that load by themselves, there is little we can do for them in terms of helping to carry the burden of alcohol 

abuse. 

This need to take responsibility is true whether the person is a Christian or not. The need for others to help 

them on their journey of recovery is also very important whether or not they are a Christian.  To get help, a 

person has to admit they have a problem! 

In the examples I began with, neither person was willing to admit he had a problem. So this severely limits 

what their brothers and sisters in Christ can do for them. We can pray for them. We can listen to their stories. We 

try to help them see that their behaviour is not normal, nor acceptable, that it’s hurting the people around them.  

We can try to help them see they have a problem and pray for them to have their eyes opened, but that’s about it. 

It is not helpful to go out drinking with them. It’s not helpful to cover for them either. Covering for them 

with their boss, family or friends actually shields them from the natural consequences of their actions and does 

them more harm than good. This is taking their load on yourself, this is taking their backpack from them. 

So yes, talk to them about their problem. Try to help them see that it is a problem. No, don’t cover for 

them, don’t make up for their faults while drinking, don’t pay their bills because they spent their money on 

drinking.  That prevents them from seeing they have a problem! 

It’s interesting, I think there are actually different forms of alcoholism.  My grandfather was a raging 

alcoholic, womanizer and a violent man.  He drank all the time. Then, one day he was talking to his Dr about 

some test he had done. The doctor asked if he drank and my grandfather lied. He said, “No.”  The doctor said, 

“Then you better not drink. It will kill you!”  You see, the test results would be explained by him drinking, but if 

he didn’t drink and the results were already that extreme, then drinking would push him over the edge.  

From that day forward, my grandfather stopped drinking cold turkey. He was still an angry, violent 

womanizer, but he wasn’t drunk any more. He was what you call a “dry drunk.”  But he didn’t struggle with the 

desire to drink the way many other alcoholics do. He abused alcohol, for sure!  But his addiction took a different 

form.  I think his recovery from abusing alcohol was qualitatively different than that from many of the recovering 

alcoholics I know today.  One can abuse alcohol without the same pull, the same overwhelming desires that 

many others have. 

Once a person identifies that they have a problem, we are to come alongside them and help them to the 

best of our ability. We need to listen to them and their struggle. We need to create a safe place for them to share 

their struggles and pain. We need to be available to them in times of need.  We need to walk with them and be 

patient with them, reminding them that they are loved.  This is true of all who struggle with alcohol. 
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For a Christian struggling with alcohol, we also need to turn their minds to the Holy Spirit. We need to 

remind and encourage them that they are new creations. They have the Holy Spirit at work in them.  We need to 

pray for them and with them. We need to also help them overcome the other brokenness in their lives. Often it is 

our other areas of brokenness that fuel our addictive habits!  Ultimately, we can remind the Christian who 

struggles with alcohol that their primary identity is not as an alcoholic, but as a beloved child of God who 

struggles with alcohol. 

Why is this important? Is it just word play?  I don’t think so.  When we encourage recovering alcoholics 

to say, “My name is Dave and I’m an alcoholic,” we inadvertently teach them that their identity is intertwined 

with their particular besetting sin.  We teach them to think of themselves primarily in terms of their failures and 

brokenness.  However, what we read in 2 Corinthians is that our identity is in Christ. We are not to regard people 

the way the world does. Instead, we are to regard Christians as new creations in Christ who still battle their sinful 

nature. 

[pic] I am indebted to Celebrate Recovery, a Christian recovery program that comes out of Saddleback 

church, founded by the famous Rick Warren.  Instead of identifying themselves by their struggle, participants in 

CR identify themselves as “beloved children of God,” or a “follower of Jesus,” who struggles with, or battles, or is 

in recovery from their struggles, whether they be alcohol, drugs, co-dependency, anger, sexual addiction, etc.  

This is important because it taps into that vital theological foundation we were talking about. We are not the same 

as we used to be. We are new creations. We are citizens of the age to come.  We have the Spirit at work within us 

to battle our sinful nature and subdue it. 

Now, consider the same principles at play when it comes to same-sex attraction.  If a person doesn’t see it 

as a problem, it is very difficult to help them. And this is where our culture has done a radial about face in the past 

30 years or so.  Suddenly it is considered normal and healthy to have same sex attraction if that’s what you have. 

This is because we believe that myth that all our desires should be satisfied. If we start drawing the line at some 

desires, like same sex attraction, where does it end? Maybe there should be boundaries on all sexual activities! 

Maybe there should be boundaries on other behaviours and desires!  We can’t have that! So we have shifted to 

say that same sex attraction is perfectly normal and healthy, in large part to avoid having to discuss what desires 

should or shouldn’t be satisfied. 

So if you know someone who isn’t a Christian but who has same-sex attraction, it is very difficult in our 

current cultural climate to help them at all. They are being given the resounding message that it’s ok to live out 

those desires. They are being bombarded with the message, “Just do it. Be yourself. This is who you are.”  That 

is, they are being taught that their identity is wrapped up in their same-sex attraction.  Their identity is defined by 

their desires. 

If, however, you know someone who is a Christian and experiences same-sex attraction, we have more 

potential for influence.  That doesn’t mean it will always be easy though. They are hearing the same messages 

about this being their identity and that it’s fine to do whatever you want as long as you don’t hurt anybody.  Like 

the two men I spoke about who were Christians but didn’t see a problem with their drinking, there are many 

Christians who experience same-sex attraction who don’t think it’s a problem. And unfortunately there are also 

those in the church who encourage them in this view. 

However, we can still pray for them, listen to them, talk to them and try to help them see that living out all 

our desires, indulging our sinful desires, is not what it means to live for Christ. Gratifying our sinful desires 

does not fit in the kingdom of God or the age to come.  And what keeps us on the right path is “an awareness 

of the exceptional character of Christ’s love for us.” [Colin G Kruse, 2 Corinthians, p. 123] 

For the Christian who recognizes that their same-sex desires are an example of their brokenness, and 

expression of their sinful nature, then we must walk alongside them. We must not judge their desires harshly, or 

condemn them for having these desires. These desires are no worse than the desire for wealth, or material comfort 

that so many of us indulge!  Instead, we must restore them gently. We must cooperate with the Spirit in bearing 

their burden with them. And trust me, same sex attraction is a burden too great for any one person to bear alone!  

We must pray for them and with them. We must encourage them and love them, reminding them that their identity 

is not as a homosexual, but as a beloved child of God who struggles with same-sex attraction.  And their struggle 

with same sex attraction does not make them any less of a Christian than other people’s struggle with heterosexual 
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lust, or greed, or anger, or gossip, or slander, or lying, or alcohol. 

So to sum up, as Christ followers, we are all new creations. We are called to live lives worthy of this 

calling. We are citizens of the age to come and are called to live that out here in this present age in the meantime 

while we wait for Christ’s return. Our identity is no longer determined by anything except belonging to 

Jesus, our identity is in Christ. As such, we are to live for him and not for ourselves. 

As a community of new creations, as a body of believers, we are to bear one another’s burdens that are too 

much for any one person to carry on their own. This is our responsibility to one another and to God because Jesus 

bore our burden upon himself! He bore the burden of our sin which we could never hope to carry. As little Jesuses, 

as little Christs, we are to draw on our knowledge of being loved by Jesus to love one another and model that 

carrying of burdens with one another.   

When a fellow believer in trapped in a web of sin, we are to restore them gently, walking with them, 

carrying the overwhelming burden they face, while still allowing and requiring that they carry what they are 

responsible for, their own load.  Whether their burden is alcohol abuse, or substance abuse, depression or 

anxiety, or lust or even same-sex attraction, we are to walk with them, love them, encourage them, strengthen 

them and create a safe place for them to share their burden.  We are to constantly remind them that their identity 

is not founded on their desires but on Christ. They are not an alcoholic or a homosexual. They are a beloved child 

of God who battles with or is in recovery from alcohol abuse or same-sex attraction, or whatever it is that they are 

ensnared in.  

In this way, we fulfil the law of Christ. Amen. 


