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Sermon: 

Imagine… 
 I want you to imagine you’re in a conversation with someone who is not a believer. We all know 

somebody who isn’t a Christian, be they neighbour, co-worker, family member or friend.  Imagine you’re talking 

with this person and the conversation turns to faith.  This person says to you, “I don’t believe in the Bible. If God 

was all powerful he would have made a book that anybody would be able to just pick up and understand, 

regardless of what language the book was written in.  If God is all powerful, it shouldn’t matter who picks up the 

Bible they should be able to understand it.” 

 If you had somebody say that to you, how would you respond?  I suspect most of us would be stumped, 

wouldn’t we?   

Last week, I mentioned that on Saturday I was at William’s Fresh Café sitting near the Grand River 

Atheists.  I overheard some of their conversation, one woman’s in particular.  One of her comments has really 

stuck with me over the week and how I would respond to such a comment if I heard it again.  It also ties in well 

with our text… eventually. 

 The woman’s comments were about the Bible and how when she’s in discussions with Christians about 

some points (really some pretty minor points) the discussion often grinds to a halt when the Christian says that 

what she’s picking at is an issue of translation.  The atheist said that she thinks if God is all powerful, he should 

have written a book that anybody can pick up and understand anywhere, in any era, regardless of language.  I had 

a couple thoughts about this over the past week and I would like to share them with you so that if you’re ever 

confronted with such a question you’ll have a place to start. 

 First, when we say that God is all powerful, we mean that God can do anything his perfect will 

desires.  What does that mean? It means God is never faced with a situation in which we wills for something to 

happen, he wants something to happen, but he is powerless to do it.  God is never frustrated in his plan because he 

doesn’t have the power to accomplish it. 

 What it doesn’t mean is that God can do logically impossible things.  God being all powerful doesn’t 

mean he can do things that don’t make logical sense. For instance, God cannot make a square circle. Or, in 

theological terms, God cannot make a sin good.  These are logical impossibilities.  That God cannot do them 

doesn’t apply to his being all powerful. It means that God’s power cannot do things that are nonsense. 

 How does this apply to the atheist’s point about a book that anybody could read?  Language and culture 

are important to who people are, what they know and what they understand.  That is part of the point of the story 

of the Tower of Babel.  Our inability to understand people who speak other languages is part of the result of sin.  

Notice that in the NT, on the Day of Pentecost, the language barrier is removed when it comes to declaring what 

God has done in Jesus Christ!  But what it means for the atheist’s point is that to make a book that anybody could 

read and understand regardless of language or culture or, unspoken by her, intelligence or age, is a logical 

absurdity.  A baby who cannot read wouldn’t be able to read such a book because he or she cannot read.  

Language is important. Culture is important.  The era in which we live, the level of sophistication of our 

knowledge and understanding are important. 

 On another front, the difficulty in making a book anybody can understand about what God is doing is that 

God in infinite and we are finite.  That means that if God were to write a book that told us everything about 

Him, we wouldn’t be able to understand it because our minds are finite and God is infinite.  So even if God 

wanted to reveal everything to us now, which he doesn’t, we wouldn’t be able to understand it because God is so 

much more complex and infinitely beyond our comprehension that we couldn’t understand it anyway.  It would 

be like trying to fit an ocean in a bucket. The bucket just couldn’t hold it. 

 Why are we talking about this today?  Aren’t we here to talk about worship?  Yes. We will see in a little 

while how this all fits together. But just for now, remember that part of our goal over the coming years is to equip 
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everybody here at Priory to be able to reach one person.  We want you to think of a specific person in your 

social, work or family circle who doesn’t know Jesus. We want to equip you to reach that person with the good 

news of Jesus.  Along the way, you will also become equipped to reach other people God brings across your path 

too!  So if nothing else, if you need something to hold on to for a few minutes, think about being equipped to 

speak to an atheist or other non-Christian about the nature of the book God has given us in the Bible. 

Context 

 Now to our text today.  Last week we began looking at Revelation 4-5 as a model for Christian worship. 

Since the beginning of Advent we’ve been talking about the fact that worship is our (appropriate) response to 

God.  Last week we emphasized that our worship is a response to what God has already done and who God is 

in his character, rather than something we do to get God to “show up” or to get the Holy Spirit to “move.”  In 

Revelation 4, the 4 creatures that represent the creatures of the earth (including people) and the 24 elders worship 

God because God is eternal, he is the God who was, and is and is to come. They also worship God because of his 

creative work- all that exists owes its creation and continued existence to God.   

 God’s thrown room is filled with images of his character and saving work. The rainbow represents God’s 

faithfulness, patience and mercy.  The glassy sea shows that God calms the chaos of the world.  His character 

and activity are everywhere on display in Heaven and the creatures in his presence worship him for it. 

 Last week, we also talked about how most of these images also appear in the OT, especially Ezekiel and 

Daniel.  This week, in Rev 5, which is a continuation of the same scene, we will see how Jesus is introduced to 

the mix.   

Text 
 Please turn with me to Revelation 5:1-14. Remember, this is a continuation of chapter 4. The chapter break 

was put in well after John wrote it. 

What It Says 
 Wow, what a lot of images!  Just like last week, we are dealing with a person trying to put into words 

something amazing and overwhelming.  Recall that this particular style of writing, or genre, describes what is 

seen through a doorway or an opening between earth and heaven. So it’s an overwhelming experience for the 

author who is then limited by language to try to describe such a scene. 

 Also, remember that most of the images described have their roots in the OT.  These two chapters in 

particular draw heavily from Ezekiel 1-2 and Daniel 7. 

 Let’s consider, now, what this text says.  John has described the one sitting on the throne and all of the 

activity around him.  Now John zeroes in on something in the right hand of the one on the throne. This is a scroll 

sealed with 7 seals.  What is the significance of the seals?  In the Roman world, a person wrote their will on a 

scroll and had it sealed by 7 different people. [George Ladd, Revelation, p. 80] These people were the executors of 

the will, just like we have today.  The expectation was that when the person died, any of the 7 people who sealed 

it who were still living would unseal the scroll and see to it that the instructions were carried out.  

 What does it mean, then, for God to have such a scroll if God doesn’t die?  The scroll represents “God’s 

redemptive plan” for creation. [Ladd, p. 81]  It is not just God’s plan for Christians, but for all of creation. As 

such, it includes not only the salvation of God’s people, but also the judgment of the wicked. [Ladd, p. 81] Over 

the next few chapters of Revelation, as the seals are broken on the scroll, we see the fulfilment of God’s plan, 

including salvation for believers but also judgment on the devil and those who have rebelled against God. 

 But let’s not get ahead of ourselves!  John notices the scroll and then an angel asks “Who is worthy to 

break the seals and open the scroll?”  That is, who is worthy to reveal and carry out God’s redemptive plan for 

creation?  “But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside?” (v. 3)  

That is, nobody in all of creation is worthy to carry out God’s redemptive plan, or even to perceive the plan or 

reveal it to the world.  And so John weeps because if nobody is worthy to open the scroll, then nobody is worthy 

to carry out God’s redemptive plan, so creation is doomed! 

 Then, one of the elders tells John not to weep, but to see the “Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David” 

who has triumphed, who is victorious!  With a description like that, we expect the next image to be one of a lion, 

or a mighty warrior, some sort of impressive military figure. After all, he is the descendant of King Dave (the root 

of David)!  He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah! These are images taken from the OT which were prophesies 
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about the future Messiah. (Gen 49:9-10; Isa 11:1) 

 But what does John see when he looks?  He sees a lamb.  Actually, the Greek word is diminutive. That 

is, it is a little lamb, a “lambkin.”  And not only is it a little lamb, but it is a little lamb that has been slain, has been 

killed, sacrificed with its throat slit.  How is that a triumphal, victorious figure?  How is that the Lion of the 

Tribe of Judah?  John doesn’t explain the theology, but we will get to it in a minute.  For now, realize that the 

lamb has the appearance of one that was slain, but is alive again!  The slain lamb lives! [Ladd, p. 87] 

 We are told that the lamb has 7 horns and 7 eyes. In the OT, horns were a symbol of power.  7 is the 

number of perfection or completion. So the lamb, although slain, has perfect or complete power. The 7 eyes are 

the seven-fold Spirit of God, mentioned in chapter 4 as the 7 lamps.  So we see the connection between the lamb 

and the Holy Spirit.  

 What does the lamb do?  The lamb doesn’t walk up to the throne. The lamb is actually already on the 

throne! The lamb takes the scroll from the right hand of the one seated there, indicating that he is worthy to look in 

the scroll, to break the seals and carry out what is written within. That is, the lamb that was slain but lives again 

is worthy to carry out God’s redemptive plan for creation. 

 What happens next is remarkable. When the lamb takes the scroll, all of the activity in heaven switches.  

Up to this point, the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders have been completely focussed on worshipping the one on 

the throne- focussed on worshipping God.  Now, when the lamb takes the scroll, they all shift the focus of their 

worship from the one on the throne to the lamb!  All the creatures in heaven worship the lamb! 

 The 4 creatures and the 24 elders fall down before the lamb. Remember, in chapter 4 they fell down before 

the one on the throne. They sing a new song, in which they declare that the lamb is worthy to take the scroll 

precisely because he was slain.  They go on to sing that by being slain the lamb has purchased men for God from 

every race, from every people group in history, and made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve God. 

 John then sees something new. Beyond the elders and the glassy sea, he now sees an immense number of 

angels. The number is more than John can count, more than he could possibly number. And the angels form a 

massive ring around the throne and the creatures and the elders. And the angels are now singing in response to the 

song of the creatures and elders. The angelic host sings that the slain lamb is worthy to receive power, wealth, 

wisdom, strength, honour, glory and praise.  This pretty much covers all the bases! Notice that there are 7 

attributes listed here!  “These seven attributes leave nothing wanting in the ascription of praise; all that belongs 

to God the Father also belongs to the Lamb because of his redemptive work.” [Ladd, p. 93] 

 Next, in response to the angelic worship, John hears all the creatures of heaven and earth singing, “To him 

who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be praise, honour, glory and power for ever and ever!”  So now, in the 

words of Paul in Philippians 2, every tongue is confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord!   

 Like a wave, the worship has moved out from the centre, from the creatures and elders to the angels and 

then to creation. Now the worship moves back in again to the centre as the 4 creatures and the 24 elders respond to 

the worship of the angels and the creatures on earth by saying, “Amen!” and falling down and worshipping again. 

What It Means 
 So that is a look at what the text says, including an explanation of where some of the imagery comes from 

and what it symbolizes. But what does all this mean?  What does it mean that the Lamb is worthy?  What does it 

mean that the Lamb is worthy to carry out God’s redemptive plan? 

 The first significant thing we need to see is that the Lamb receives worship in the presence of God the 

Father.  Why does this matter?  Remember, the Jews were radical monotheists.  (As are Christians.)  Only 

God is worthy of worship. So if the Lamb, Jesus, is receiving worship in the very presence of God then the Lamb, 

Jesus, must also be God.  We cannot allow Jesus to be reduced to a good teacher, a prophet, a moral guide or 

perfect human being alone. He is all of these things, but he is so much more! Jesus is GOD!  Otherwise, it would 

be completely inappropriate for him to receive the worship that the one on the throne was receiving moments 

before. 

 Why, though, is the Lamb worthy to receive worship? Why is the Lamb worthy to open the scroll and 

carry out God’s redemptive plan for creation?  The first song tells us the answer. In verse 9 the creatures and 

elders sing that Jesus is worthy to take and open the scroll “because you were slain.”  It was through the death of 

Jesus that he “purchased men for God from every … nation.”  (v. 9)  This is important. Why? Because Jesus is 
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not worshipped for his divine nature, nor for his relationship to the Father, nor for the incarnation, nor even for 

living a perfect life. [Ladd, p. 91] None of these things are the reason why Jesus can carry out God’s redemptive 

plan. None of these are the reason that the heavenly host worships Jesus. Jesus is worshipped because of his 

sacrificial death. 

 What else do they say about his death? Through it Jesus purchased people for God, people he then made 

into a kingdom and priests to serve God.  In the Roman Empire there were many slaves. As much as ¼ of the 

population of the Empire may have been slaves at any given time.  If a slave saved up his or her money, it was 

possible for them to buy their freedom.  But what’s interesting is the procedure for buying their freedom. The 

slave would take his money to the temple of a particular pagan god. He would give the money for his freedom to 

the temple.  The temple would then, in turn, give the money over to the slave’s owner. The slave would now be 

free from his original owner, but was considered the property of the pagan god! [Ladd, p. 91] 

 So here is the Lamb, Jesus, purchasing or ransoming people for God. He paid the price for their freedom 

from sin – his own blood- and they are now the property of Yahweh!  But more than just freed slaves, the people 

are a kingdom for God.  Remember, as we’ve talked about over the years, the Kingdom of God is not a place, it is 

not a region over which God rules like we think of the United Kingdom. In the Bible, the word kingdom means 

authority to rule. So the Kingdom of God is the authority of God to rule. When Jesus makes the ransomed people 

into a kingdom for God, he is transforming them so that they now honour and obey the authority of God to rule.   

They also become priests to serve God.  Priests were the ones in the Old Testament who were served God 

in the Temple. They were intermediaries for the people. They came into God’s presence on behalf of the people. 

Now, those redeemed by the blood of the lamb, can come into God’s presence and serve him directly.  This is one 

of the passages from which protestants get the idea of the priesthood of all believers. We no longer need a special 

class of priests to be our intermediaries. We have access to God directly. 

Last, but not least, notice that the kingdom priests reign on earth.  The people of God are his kingdom. 

That means they are liked to God’s authority to rule.  As his people we will inherit the glory and power of being 

his adopted children.  That gives us a degree of authority as well. Even in Genesis 1, God gives people authority 

to rule the earth as his stewards. When redemption comes to completion, we will still be God’s stewards of 

creation, exercising rule over it through the power God invests in us. 

This song that the elders and 4 living creatures sing is called a “new song.”  This is also significant.  In 

the Psalms, God’s people are frequently encouraged to sing new songs.  But in Isaiah 42:9-10 the people are told 

to sing a new song for a particular reason. They are told to sing a new song because the old has passed away and 

new things have happened. Isaiah 42:9 says, “the former things have come to pass and the new things I now 

declare.” 

 The heavenly creatures sing a new song because the old things have come to pass and something new has 

begun. The Lamb has brought about a fundamentally new thing in the universe.  The death of Christ began 

something as significant as the beginning of creation in the first place. The death of Jesus brought about the new 

creation!  It’s even called a creation!  And his resurrection makes him, in the words of Paul, the “first fruits of 

those who have died.” (1 Cor 15:20)  Those who are in Christ are a new creation. (2 Cor 5:17) 

 We cannot underestimate the significance of this.  For those who have grown up in evangelical churches, 

we’ve heard these words many, many times. But sometimes that familiarity means that we lose sight of the 

significance of their meaning.  New creation!  This is as significant as the Big Bang!  We have been ransomed!  

We are being transformed into a kingdom and priests for God.   

 Jesus’ redemptive work is not just an event in history, it is the centre of history.  People often wonder 

about the meaning of life. People often wonder why we are here.  We find the answer to these questions in Jesus.  

“Apart from the victorious return of Christ, history is going nowhere.” [Ladd, p. 82]  Jesus brings meaning to 

all of history. Jesus tells us why were are here. He answers the question as to why some things are terrible in life, 

including suffering and death. He tells us what our future can be. He brings order to the chaos and transformation 

to a broken world. 

 This is why he is worthy to open the scroll. This is why and how he carries out the redemptive plan of God. 

This is why the creatures in heaven worship him!   

 We must not underestimate the significance of this. Nor must we underestimate the complexity of this.  
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This is not easy to grasp.  Let me give some insight into this. The image of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah comes 

from Genesis 49, it is a prophecy or blessing given to one of Jacob’s sons, Judah.  It was later seen as a prophecy 

about the coming Messiah. Similarly, Isaiah, over a thousand years later, prophesied about a root of Jesse, King 

David’s father, as the future Messiah. (Isa 11) In Daniel 7, Daniel writes about his apocalyptic dream in which the 

Son of Man comes and reigns on earth.  But Isaiah 53 also describes the suffering servant.  In Isaiah 53 there is 

the description of one who is humble, mistreated and despised.  Yet he redeems his people through suffering and 

by bearing their sins upon himself. 

 These are three images all found in the OT. The Jews were very familiar with all of them- the conquering 

king and lion, the son of man and the suffering servant.  Yet never in their wildest imagination did they consider 

that all three images could refer to the same person! They never thought the suffering servant could be the 

Messiah! They believed these three prophetic images must all be about different people. [Ladd, p. 87] Why? 

Because the suffering servant died!  And everybody “knew” that the Messiah would be a conquering hero and 

king.  The Son of Man came from Heaven. He was a heavenly being, not merely a person.  So they never 

thought it would be the same person. 

 But here in Revelation we see that they are all, in fact, the same person. They are all Jesus. He is the 

suffering servant, slain as the Lamb. He is the heavenly being, on the throne of God. He is the conquering 

victorious king, the descendant of David of the tribe of Judah!  All three images find their answer in Christ, 

something completely unfathomable before the resurrection. 

 Why is this significant?  Remember, at the beginning we talked about the question of why God didn’t 

write the Bible in such a way that anybody, from any culture, speaking any language, at any point in history would 

be able to understand it without translation issues.  Well, here in Jesus we see that God’s plan for redemption 

was so complex that it is incredibly difficult to fathom, even after the fact!  The event of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus is unique. It is so important that it actually changes the trajectory of all of history.  God even 

hinted at it in the OT, using images such as the root of Jesse, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the suffering servant 

and the Son of Man. But without Jesus’ actions in history, it is impossible to see how these different images are 

even related, let alone that they find their fulfilment in one man! 

 God’s plan for redeeming creation is incredibly complex and creative. It is difficult to understand. We 

cannot comprehend it fully, even after it has begun.  This is part of why God could not have written a book 

anybody could understand at any point in history. It is also an example of how his infinite knowledge and wisdom 

is far above anything we could comprehend. So if he chose to reveal it to us fully, which he hasn’t, we wouldn’t be 

able to grasp it anyway! 

 When God’s redemptive plan in Christ is revealed, it sets off a ripple effect of worship throughout all of 

heaven!  When the work is brought to completion, it will send that ripple of worship throughout all the earth as 

well. Every creature on earth and under the earth and on the sea will join in worshipping the Lamb on the throne. 

When all of the earth worships the Lamb, the heavenly creatures say “Amen” and worship as well. 

Why It Mattes 
 We’ve ploughed through some heavy theology.  We’ve worked through some complex images and texts.  

I suspect your head is feeling very full right now. Mine is too!  Frankly, it’s a little overwhelming! 

 So why does it matter?  What are you and I to make of this? How do we take this home?  How do we let 

this shape our lives and our faith? 

 First, it is important that this does feel overwhelming. We should be overwhelmed when we think about 

God’s redemptive plan for creation and the role Jesus plays in that plan.  It is significant. It is complex. It is 

on the scale of original creation in the first place!  This is tremendous! 

 And it is the foundation of our worship.  Remember, worship is our response to what God has done and 

who God is. God’s redemptive plan is the most significant thing he has done!  It should be the foundation of our 

response to God in worship.  It should blow us away. And we should respond to God in kind.  We should fall 

down in awe at his plan. We should cast at his feet every award, honour and reward we have ever received because 

they pale in comparison to what he has done.  When we think of it, when God reveals a bit more of his 

redemptive work to us, we should drop what we’re doing, stop and give him praise, in particular the primary agent 

of redemption- Jesus! 
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 Over the years, people in churches have gotten into all sorts of fights and arguments over worship. Should 

it be contemporary, or traditional? Should we use instruments or just our voices?  If we use instruments, which 

ones? Should our services be formal or informal, use smells, sights and sounds, or just words?  At their best, 

these arguments represent the difficulty of knowing how to come into the presence of a holy God and respond to 

his greatness. At their worst, these arguments are about fighting for our preferences, tastes and likes or dislikes.  

 But when brought into the light of what Christ has done, when compared to the tremendous work he did on 

the cross, ushering in the Kingdom of God, beginning the New Creation, ransoming us for God to be his kingdom 

and priests, the arguments over style or worship seem to petty and vain. Worship isn’t about music. It isn’t about 

instruments, or candles, liturgy or freedom.  Worship is about being blown away by God, falling down in 

submission to Jesus in adoration and thanksgiving, offering up all of ourselves to him for what he has done 

for us!  Anything less is not an appropriate response to what God has done. 

 Last week, one question I left us to ponder is how we prepare for worship on Sunday.  Let me say this 

week that taking time to ponder what God has done for us, taking time to think about, to the best of our ability, 

what it means that Jesus died for our sins to redeem all of creation, is a good way to prepare for church!  Jesus 

didn’t die just so you and I could go to heaven!  He died so that all of creation could be redeemed. He died to 

complete God’s great plan of redemption. He died so that we could be God’s kingdom and priests. He died to 

bring meaning and purpose to all of history!  And when we gather together on Sunday mornings it is that to 

which we are called to respond! 

 And it is to mind-boggling that we can barely comprehend it, and our comprehension, what little we have, 

is only because God has chosen to reveal it to us through the Holy Spirit.  We can’t figure out God. We can’t 

understand his plan without his help. It’s far too infinite for us finite creatures to get.  Which is why he couldn’t 

write it in his book any more plainly than he already has.  Even when John got a glimpse of it in heaven and tried 

to write it down, he struggled to find words to describe it and had to use images infused with meaning from the 

history of his people. 

 The New Covenant Christ has established with his people is transformative.  Through the New 

Covenant in his blood, Jesus is transforming his people and redeeming creation.  And the best part is, we 

get to participate in it!  God doesn’t just redeem us from afar. He doesn’t just snap his fingers and change 

everything. No. God chooses to work in us and through us. We get to participate in Jesus’ redemptive work in the 

world. We get to be his hands and feet, his body in the world until he returns.  That is part of what we do when we 

gather together as a church. That is what all Christians are doing when they gather together for worship and to 

grow and encourage one another in the faith.  And that, too, is a reason to worship. That, too, is something God 

has done. That is part of being his kingdom and priests. 

 That is why our vision at Priory is to see broken people becoming whole through the love of Christ.  We 

want to be agents of transformation in the city of Guelph and our whole world.  We are God’s people. We are his 

kingdom. We are his priests. We are being transformed and are called to be active, cooperative participants with 

the Holy Spirit in working change in other people too.  This is worship. To cooperate with the Spirit, to be 

obedient to the Spirit and to Jesus is a way of responding to what God has done. Therefore it is worship. 

 This is what we do when we gather for church. This is part of worshipping together. We bear witness to 

what Jesus has done in us. We support one another in our struggles as Jesus continues to work in us.  We testify 

to the world what Jesus has done.  We respond to Jesus directly for what he has done. We submit to him. We sing 

to him. We investigate what he has done, learning more and more ourselves. We offer up our lives to him once 

again.  We find strength in the fellowship and community of believers. 

 This is how and why we worship the Lamb.  This what Christian worship is supposed to be.  This is 

what should lie at the heart of worship for us as Christians. That this is not the case very often is why we don’t 

often feel a powerful movement of the Spirit on Sunday mornings. But this is the goal. This is the foundation for 

why we gather together each week. This is what worship is all about. Amen. 


