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Introduction… 
 Have you ever had an “aha moment”?  Have you ever had one of those moments when all the pieces 

clicked into place and you had a sudden and new understanding about something?  Often they are unexpected, or 

the final piece of the puzzle that puts everything together is unexpected.  We sometimes see this depicted on TV, 

especially cartoons, when a lightbulb goes on above somebody’s head. [pic] 

 Sometimes aha moments are just about a problem you’ve been pondering. Sometimes in school you may 

have an aha moment when you figure out the answer to a question on an assignment or in an exam. Frequently, 

though, aha moments are more significant. Aha moments can be life changing.  They can mark a new 

understanding of critical information, a new realization leading to a change in priorities, or a new belief that leads 

to a radical new commitment to an idea or movement. 

 One of the characteristics of aha moments is that they usually represent a new understanding or a new 

interpretation of information that we mostly knew already.  Usually it means having a new grasp of information 

you already had in your head.  Part of the “aha” is that pieces of information you already knew have new 

significance.  Using the analogy of a puzzle, you’ve had all the pieces all along, it’s just when they finally fit 

together that the bigger picture becomes clear.  So with an aha moment it often represents a new understanding of 

old information. 

 Today we are continuing our series around “Reach One” and about learning how to tell our own story of 

coming to Christ.  While trying to avoid the “E” word, this series is about evangelism, but not about a stereotype 

of evangelism.  We are not talking about street corner preaching or even necessarily presenting the gospel to 

someone or leading a person to Christ.  We are talking about cooperating with the Holy Spirit to help people 

take steps towards faith in Christ.  Part of challenging the stereotype of evangelism is challenging the belief 

that most people commit their lives to Christ based on a moment’s decision after hearing a carefully presented 

version of the good news of Jesus.  Most people don’t come to Christ in a moment. Most people come to Christ 

because over the course of time, perhaps lasting months or years, they take a series of steps towards faith in Christ. 

Ultimately, these steps bring them to the point of decision, which may or may not involve someone presenting 

them with the gospel.   

 To prove my point, let me ask how many people here grew up going to church? How many people here 

experienced church as a regular part of their childhood? [ask for hands]  For those people who grew up going to 

church, assuming you have committed your life to Christ, did you commit your life to Christ the first time you 

heard the story of Jesus in Sunday school, or did it take years of being immersed in the community of church for 

you to come to Christ?  If it took years, raise your hand.  Sometimes, even if you grow up hearing about Jesus all 

the time, or at least on a regular basis, it still takes time for you to commit your life to Christ. For some people, it 

takes an aha moment. For others, it’s just a matter of slowly moving to committing your life to Jesus.  

Text 
 Today, we are reading a passage about two people coming to Christ who had an “aha moment.”  They 

knew all about Jesus, but the pieces hadn’t quite fallen into place yet.  Let’s turn to Luke 24:13-36.  As we are 

turning to our passage, I want to check that everybody has a pen or pencil?  Later on, I want each of us to write 

down the name of our Reach One person. As I have mentioned before, we want everybody at Priory to have at 

least one specific person in mind whenever we talk about Reach One. As we talk about evangelism, I want us to 

all have a specific person in mind. I want us to be praying for this person regularly, and faithfully. I want us all to 

be prepared to cooperate with the Holy Spirit to help this person take steps towards faith in Christ.  Later on, we 

are going to write this person’s name down, so please have a writing utensil and a name in mind. 

What It Says 
 I love this passage. It was this passage that was influential in my own decision for Christ when I was about 
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8 or 9 years old.  Let’s take a look at a few things in the text that we may miss and then look at what it means. 

 First, we don’t know where Emmaus was. It was a small town, and Luke tells us it was 7 miles from 

Jerusalem, but we don’t know exactly where it was.  Furthermore, we only know the name of 1 of the two 

disciples, Cleopas.  Cleopas was not one of the 12, but was still a follower of Christ, that is why he is called a 

“disciple.”  Disciple just means follower. 

 There is some speculation that this pair was a married couple, Cleopas and his wife.  They are travelling 

together and seem to live together. While it is possible that they were both men, maybe brothers or family 

members, it is also possible this is a husband and wife pair.  Interestingly, John’s Gospel identifies one of the 

women at the crucifixion as “Mary the wife of Clopas.”  It is possible that Clopas in John 19:25 is Cleopas of 

Luke 24 and that the other disciple is his wife Mary who was at the cross when Jesus died. We can’t know for sure, 

but it is interesting to speculate! 

 We are told that this pair of disciples, whoever they are, are heading home from Jerusalem on the “same 

day” as the women found the empty tomb. That is, they are walking back to Emmaus on the first Easter Sunday, 

although they do not yet know that it is a special day.  While walking, they are talking about all that had 

happened, likely meaning the arrest, trial and crucifixion of Jesus as well as the reports from the women that the 

tomb was empty. They also were aware that Peter and John had investigated the tomb too and found it empty. 

 As they are talking, Jesus walks up and joins them. Notice in verse 16 that they are “kept from recognizing 

him.” It isn’t just a lack of observational power on their part, but they are actually prevented from recognizing 

him, presumably by the Holy Spirit. 

 I love Jesus’ question, “What are you talking about?” and Cleopas’ answer, “Are you the only person in 

Jerusalem who doesn’t know what has happened?”  Actually, Jesus is the only person in Jerusalem who 

DOES know what has happened!  And he’s about to explain it to them. 

 Take note, though, how Cleopas and his companion describe what they thought about Jesus.  They 

recognize that he was a great prophet, that he was powerful in both word and action, that they hoped he was going 

to redeem Israel. That is, they hoped he was the Messiah.  But that hope was crushed by his death.  Furthermore, 

they have heard of the empty tomb and the report from the angels that Jesus had risen. They had all the facts!  

They had all the information they needed. They just hadn’t put it all together yet. 

 Jesus proceeds to explain to them, working from the whole Old Testament, that the Messiah was destined 

to suffer these things to be glorified.  He explains this all the way to the house where they lived.  Jesus acted as 

if he was going to continue onward, but the two disciples implore him to join them, to stay with them over night 

because it is almost dark.   

 Finally, while sitting down to eat, as Jesus takes bread, gives thanks, breaks it and begins to give it to them, 

they finally clue in to who it is they are with!  They finally have their “aha moment.”  Throughout his ministry, 

there are a number of times Jesus takes food, gives thanks, breaks it and begins to distribute it. This was the 

Jewish custom in fact.  Certainly the most famous example is the Last Supper, but it is unlikely these two were 

there on that night, given that they are not part of the 12. However, when Jesus fed the 5 thousand, he did the same 

thing.  Verse 31 tells us that “their eyes were opened.”  Remember, in verse 16 they were deliberately kept from 

recognizing Jesus. Here they are deliberately enlightened as to Jesus’ identity! 

 As soon as they recognize Jesus, he disappears. They are amazed!  Even though it is so late that they 

begged their companion to join them and spend the night, that doesn’t matter now. They are so filled with 

excitement about having met the risen Jesus that they go straight back to Jerusalem!  And when they arrive, they 

go to the upper room where the 11 are gathered along with others. The two begin to tell them about their encounter 

with Jesus on the road and how they recognized him in the breaking of bread.  Then Jesus appears again, saying, 

“Peace be with you.” 

Explanation 
 So what is happening here?  What’s going on in this passage and how does it relate to evangelism?  How 

does it connect with our own stories?  How does it help equip us to reach our one person? 

 The first thing I want to point out is that while on the road, before meeting up with Jesus, these two 

disciples knew a lot.  They had actually been Jesus-followers.  They were disciples!  They knew what Jesus 

taught because they had heard it directly. They had seen Jesus’ miracles. They called him a prophet and spoke of 
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his powerful words and deeds.  They had intimate, first-hand knowledge of Jesus.  But that was not enough!  

Jesus certainly didn’t think it was “enough.” Otherwise, he wouldn’t have had to join them on the road and 

explain to them all about himself. 

 Second, not only did these two know about Jesus’ life and ministry, they even knew about the 

resurrection!  They knew about the empty tomb and had heard about the report from the angels that Jesus was 

alive.  This is remarkable!  It seems that they believed the tomb was empty. They didn’t dismiss the report of the 

women, but actually knew about Peter and John’s confirmation.  They knew the tomb was empty, the greatest 

evidence of the resurrection!   

 But that wasn’t enough either.  It wasn’t enough to have heard the evidence. It wasn’t enough to have 

believed the evidence even!  They still had not committed themselves to Jesus as their saviour. They still had not 

put their trust in Jesus to cleanse their sin.  Notice what their hang up was in their conversation. They thought 

Jesus had come to redeem Israel, but those hopes were dashed by his death.  They did not understand what Jesus 

had come to do. Like most Jews of their day, they believed the Messiah would save Israel from Rome. They didn’t 

understand that the Messiah was to save people from their sin.  They had not put their faith in Jesus to cleanse 

them of their sin and thereby reconcile them to God.  In fact, as good Jews, they may not have even thought they 

needed to be reconciled to God!  They were already part of God’s people, after all.   

 The struggle these two disciples had was with Jesus’ death.  They couldn’t understand that the 

Messiah had to suffer. They thought salvation meant no suffering.  They thought salvation meant being saved 

from suffering under Roman occupation.  They had all the right information, they had all the data, but they 

couldn’t understand the suffering of the Christ, their desire was for salvation from difficulty, not salvation from 

sin. They were looking for salvation from the wrong thing.  And as such, even when presented with all the correct 

information, they did not put their faith in Jesus to save them, so forgive their sin so as to reconcile them to God.  

Thomas was not the only doubter! [Darrell L. Bock, Luke, p.384] 

 Why is this important?  What does this matter?  Because many people today have the same problem with 

Jesus as savour.  Many, many people respect Jesus for being a good person, a moral man. Many people think 

Jesus was a good teacher and even try to follow his teaching, like turn the other cheek, love your neighbour, don’t 

lie, etc.  I would even go so far as to say many people in church believe Jesus’ teaching, believe Jesus was 

powerful in word and deed, may even admit Jesus is divine! But they are hung up on the kind of salvation Jesus 

brings.  They are looking to Jesus to save them from all sorts of things, to deliver them from suffering and pain, to 

deliver them from poverty or financial need, to raise them up to be respectable people, to deliver them from 

hopelessness or loneliness.  People who go to church, who say they are following Christ, who know his teaching, 

believe he is important, powerful, wise and even divine, are still hung up on the suffering, death and resurrection 

of Jesus. They are still stuck on what kind of saviour Jesus is and what that does and doesn’t mean for our own 

salvation. 

 Many people get hung up on Jesus’ suffering. They follow Jesus and think that means they will not suffer 

hardship, or lack, or difficulty, or ridicule, or pain or darkness.  They think that being a Christian means being 

saved from these things.  I even hear this in people’s theology of end times. They conclude that Jesus will have to 

take Christians out of this word before the Tribulation because “God wouldn’t let his people go through the 

suffering of the Tribulation.”  What a load of bull!  Jesus himself suffered and promised his followers that they 

would suffer as he did! 

 But we don’t want to suffer. We want salvation. We want to be saved from difficulty in this world and 

in this life.  But that’s not what Jesus came to save us from. What Jesus came to save us from is much worse, but 

much longer term. He came to save us from the eternal consequences of our sin, to save us from alienation from 

God now and in eternity.  He came to save us from sin.  But that doesn’t mean he will save us from the effects of 

sin in this life, whether our own sin or the sin of others. As a result, we will struggle, suffer and endure lots of 

hardship that comes with living in a fallen world. 

 Thomas Watson, in his book on theology, identifies 4 different kinds of faith. [Thomas Watson, A Body of 

Divinity, p. 215]  There is faith that believes the truths of the Bible as the divine word of God. That’s like the two 

on the road to Emmaus. They believed in the Bible and the words of Jesus. But that is not saving faith. That is not 

the same as putting your faith in Jesus to forgive your sin and reconcile you to God. 
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The second kind of faith is that which gives power to perform miracles. When Jesus sent out the 12 and the 

72 to do ministry, they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to heal people, cast out demons and do other powerful 

things as signs that God was with them. Remember, Judas who betrayed Jesus was able to do these miracles too!  

Jesus warned that many people will come to him on the Day of Judgment and point to the miracles and other 

things they themselves did in Jesus’ name as reason to be saved, but Jesus will say, “Depart from me, I never 

knew you.” [Matt 7:21-23] So even faith that can move mountains and perform miracles is not saving faith. 

Third, there is temporary faith. This faith is like the seed that falls on rocky or weed infested soil. It grows 

up for a time, but withers when difficulty comes, or is distracted by wealth or the cares of this life.  There are 

those who will put their faith in Jesus for a time, maybe even having had a powerful experience of the Spirit, but 

they do not persevere.  They fall away. 

Last, but most important is saving faith. Saving faith is when we stop putting our trust in ourselves to be 

right with God, through good things we do and the bad things we avoid, and putting all our hope in Jesus to fix our 

relationship with God, forgiving our sin and working in our minds, desires and will to clean them up from all the 

sin that lives there.  This means submitting to God in repentance, turning our lives so that we are headed straight 

for God. 

The two on the road to Emmaus are like many people in church. They know all the facts. They believe 

the facts are true.  They think they are following Christ. They think they are good Christians.  But because of the 

kind of salvation Jesus offers, because of the kind of death he died, because he often is not the saviour we want or 

expected, and he doesn’t promise to save us from the things we often want salvation from, people do not submit to 

him in repentance and put their faith in him for fixing their relationship with God and cleaning up the anger, hurt, 

envy and general selfishness that lives in them.  Even though they think they are following Christ, they do not 

submit their own ideas of salvation to Jesus and, as a result, they do not submit to Jesus as the kind of saviour he 

truly is. 

What changed?  What happened to the two on the Emmaus Road that changed them from people who 

believed about Jesus to people who committed their lives and salvation to Jesus?  The difference was made by 

the Holy Spirit.  They were prevented from recognizing Jesus at the beginning, but they had their eyes opened at 

the end.  And this is the crux of it all. Saving faith is the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  It took a good 

conversation putting all the pieces together to prepare them for saving faith, but even after the conversation it 

required the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth about Jesus’ identity to them. It was the Holy Spirit that worked in them 

saving faith.  

Application 
 So how do we apply this? What are we to do with this?  First, I want to challenge everybody here today. 

Regardless of what you “know.” Regardless of what you have learned over the years, even if you’ve been in 

church your whole life, I want to challenge you by asking if you have saving faith. Has the Holy Spirit revealed 

Jesus to you and have you put your faith in him not only to go to Heaven when you die, but to cure your sinfulness 

in the here and now?  Do you submit yourself to Jesus daily and allow him to save you from what he chooses to 

save you from, and allow him to lead you through the difficulties he chooses to lead you through?  Do you not 

only believe things about Jesus but put your whole life trajectory at Jesus’ disposal?  Because that is what 

happens when we have saving faith.  I don’t want anybody here to assume that because they go to church, 

because they believe things about Jesus, that they are saved.  I don’t want anybody here to think they are immune 

to falling away from Jesus or from misunderstanding Jesus.   

 As you think about your own story of faith, has the Spirit revealed Jesus to you?  Have you had your eyes 

opened? 

 Second, as we think about evangelism, as we think about cooperating with the Holy Spirit to help people 

take steps towards faith in Christ, remember it is always the Holy Spirit who works faith in people.  As you 

think about your Reach One person, I want you to keep in mind that it is not up to you to bring them to saving 

faith; it is up to the Holy Spirit.   This should (hopefully) lead you to pray for your Reach One person more often, 

more fervently.  Pray for the Spirit to work saving faith in the person you are preparing to reach. 

 Perhaps your Reach One person grew up going to church. Perhaps your Reach One person thinks they are 

a Christian. Perhaps they know a lot about Jesus and even believe it’s true. Maybe they think he was a good 
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person, a great teacher. Maybe they even believe he is a prophet!  But do they understand the kind of saviour he 

is?  Do they understand the kind of salvation he brings? Are they willing to submit their own expectations of 

salvation to Jesus and allow him to be the kind of Saviour God knows we need? 

 Think about your own story of faith. Think about how you came to have knowledge about Jesus. Think 

about how you came to saving faith. 

 [pic] We used the image last week of a line stretching from 1 to 50 to describe the journey of a person 

coming to faith. We talked about different stages people go through on this journey.  Helping a person anywhere 

along this journey is rightfully considered evangelism, not just the final step of helping them make a decision. 

 In our passage today, the 2 on the Emmaus Road were pretty close to 50 already. Jesus came along and had 

a conversation with them putting all the pieces together.  The Spirit worked in them to give them understanding 

and bring them to faith.  But the interesting thing is that if we had shown them this line a week earlier, even 4 

days earlier, they probably would have thought they were beyond 50. They were disciples after all!  But they still 

had to come to grips with the suffering and death of the Messiah and what that meant for their own dreams of 

salvation. 

 For the previous number of years, depending on at what point in Jesus’ ministry Cleopas and his 

companion started following him, these two were the equivalent of “in church.”  They were part of the group of 

people who had set their lives around Jesus, following him physically and literally, listening to his teaching and 

trying to follow his example.  They didn’t join the church after the Spirit revealed the truth them! Instead, it was 

because of their experience within the fellowship of Jesus’ followers that they were ready for their conversation 

with Jesus, ready for the final stages of the Spirit’s work to bring them to salvation. 

 And when the Spirit brought that work to a climax, when the Spirit revealed Jesus to them, what happened 

next?  They ran back to Jerusalem to tell their story!  When the Spirit brings us to a new understanding of Jesus 

and to saving faith, the natural response is to tell our story to others! They didn’t just sit on their new 

understanding. They shared it with other people who also knew about Jesus. 

 This is our challenge today.  For those of us who have found saving faith in Christ through the work of the 

Spirit in us, we need to be thinking about how we can share our experience with others.  We can and should 

be thinking about how we can share our story with our Reach One person.  The two in our passage talked about 

how their hearts burned within them as Jesus spoke to them.  They went and told others about their experience.  

They didn’t try to convince others. They didn’t try to put together a careful presentation or a nifty sales pitch. 

They just went and shared their experience with their friends! 

 So think about your own experience with Jesus.  Think about what the Spirit has revealed to you about 

who Jesus is.  What kind of salvation is Jesus working in you?  Where do you see the effect of his work in your 

character?  Can you articulate that to yourself? Can you articulate it to another person? 

 Look back on your own journey of faith. Are there people who shared their experience with you? Are 

there people who shared their story with you which brought you close to faith yourself?  Are you willing to do 

that for another person? 

 As we close today, I want us to do one last thing. I have asked you to prayerfully consider who is the One 

person in your circle, whether a family member, friend, co-worker, neighbour, classmate, whatever, who you 

want to see come to faith in Christ.  This is your “Reach One” person. I want each of us to be praying for this 

person, “Spirit, please bring this person to saving faith. I am willing to cooperate with you to help this person take 

steps towards faith in Christ.”  When we talk about Reach One, I want this specific person to be on your mind. 

Why? Because I want to make it practical and tangible for each of us as we talk about evangelism. I don’t want it 

to be all “theory” and hypothetical. I want you to think about specifics because you have a specific person in mind. 

 You will see on your handout there is a spot at the bottom to fill in a person’s name.  In a moment we are 

going to write in the name of our Reach One person. Then, as we sing our closing song, I want each person here to 

come forward and place the slip with the person’s name on it in this box.  This box will reside in the sanctuary 

over the coming weeks. Every time you see the box, I want it to be a reminder to you to pray for your Reach One 

person. 

 Would you please write the name of your Reach One person now. And then I’m going to pray. 


