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The verse I want to land on—col 3:17—is near the end of the book. But let’s start at the beginning.

As I read Colossians again, I couldn’t get past the first chapter without stopping and thinking about…Image
[read 1:15-20]

The city of Colosse was a Roman city of some importance. A city of trade and commerce. A cosmopolitan city. As a Roman city, there were images everywhere
[coins and statues]

Romans knew two things: 1) images point to a bigger reality and 2) if you put enough images into the imagination of people you can shape who they are and what they believe. 

So Paul, I wrote what amounted to a treasonous poem (vs 15-20) states that 1) Jesus is the image that points to the biggest reality (God himself) and 2) challenges his readers replace the image of Rome with the image of Jesus.

Jesus is God. Want to know about God? Study his image. What to know how God thinks about kids? Look at how Jesus treated Kids (Mark 10:13-16). Want to know how God cares for sinners? See how Jesus treated the “sinful” woman (Luke 7: 36-50). Jesus himself said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the father.” (Jn 14:9)

Is Jesus big enough? Jesus is creator and sustainer. God has measured the water from the hollow of his hand (Is 40:12). A handful of water and we have the Pacific. Another handful and we have the Atlantic. He shakes the drops off, and we have the great lakes. 

Let’s back up a bit: it seems that Paul wrote to the church because their “images’ weren’t big enough? Or perhaps they had mixed the “world’s” images with those of the Gospel. The church in Colossae seems to have had mixed devotion: Paul needed to establish Jesus as the supreme leader, not the leader of the Empire. 

Does this have any relevance today? Let’s think of the images we are surrounded with. What is the empire we serve—or are expected to serve? The empire of greed, consumerism, consumption. (The prosperity of North America was rooted in the Protestant work ethic that valued Production; I have worth because I produce quality goods. Somewhere in history it shifted from production to consumption; I have worth because I own, buy, consume stuff.)

If our image shapes our imaginations, what are we imagining? 

Paul’s point is that Jesus is the focus of our imagination. 

But we know this: Pastor Dave spent much of the first half of the year looking at Who Jesus is. 

Paul re-establishes who Jesus is, and he answers the question:
So What!?

The Stool.

And Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

If the image of Jesus has re-shaped our imagination, everything we do, say, think, perform is in him and for him.

Because…
Jesus gives us life. 

2:13: when you were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ. …by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.

Communion.

“Dive” as benevolent offering is taken. 

Benediction;
As you go out , remember Paul’s words to…us…
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.



