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Sermon:
Context
	We are starting a new mini-series on Jesus, examining what it means that Jesus is King.  This series follows on the resurrection though.  Jesus’ kingship is related to his exaltation which began at the resurrection.  We are going to look at a famous passage in Philippians taken from chapter 2.
	Paul wrote to Philippi from prison. The Christians in Philippi were beginning to experience persecution from the Romans in the city.  We’ve mentioned a few times over the past few weeks that Philippi was a Roman colony intended to bring Roman culture to the region.  One reason why the Christians were facing persecution was Christians say Jesus is Lord while the Romans said Caesar is Lord.  This lead to significant friction between the Christians and the Romans around them.
Observations
	Paul begins this section of his letter with an appeal to unity among the Philippian Christians.  Part of the key to unity is to stop doing things out of selfish motives.  Instead, he says to consider the needs of others as a priority, to be humble.  Humility is a particularly Christian virtue. [Hawthorne, Philippians, p. 70]  Romans considered humility a weakness.  They thought of humility as a kind of grovelling not an appropriate understanding of ones status with respect to God. 
	The Christian understanding of humility has its roots in Hebrew thought. In Israel, the concept of humility was to present your situation or your case to God and to leave it with him, not to trust in your own strength and plans. [Gordon Fee, Philippians, p. 188] So humility has to do with trusting God and recognizing that he is far more capable of directing your path than you are yourself.  This is the kind of humility that Paul is asking the Philippians to develop.  This is the kind of humility Jesus demonstrated and which Paul appeals to as inspiration for the Philippian Christians.
	The next section is a tremendous passage about Jesus rich in theology.  There is a lot going on in these verses but we are going to zero in on verses 9-11, speaking about Christ’s exaltation.  As we examine these verses, we need to remember that the context for this rich theology is very practical- that their attitude is to be the same as that of Christ Jesus.  At the end of the passage, Paul returns to application in terms of obedience, living out their salvation.
	If you look at verse 6 Paul speaks of Jesus’ equality with God, this is a statement about Jesus’ divinity. Jesus did not consider this status, though, something to be clutched, held on to at all costs for personal gain.  Instead, Jesus emptied himself. This is very important.  Jesus was not sent to earth against his will. Rather, he chose to be reduced to a mere baby, leaving Heaven and his heavenly status behind for our sake.  This is a perfect example of considering the interests of others above ones own!
	Jesus not only lowered himself in terms of status and power, coming to earth as a baby, but Jesus went even further.  He humbled himself and became obedient to the Father, even to the point of death on a cross!  We must remember that there were no golden crosses in churches in those days. Christians didn’t wear crosses around their necks as a sign of their beliefs.  No, the cross was scandalous! [Fee, p. 217]  The idea that the one they call Lord of all, even Lord over Caesar, was executed by Caesar’s underling was baffling.
	But, as a result of Jesus’ self-humiliation, his humbling of himself, God exalted him, raised him up not only from the dead but to the highest office in all of creation!  God gave him the name, the character, nature and inner being that is above all others. [Hawthorne, p. 91]  Notice verse 9 begins with “therefore.”  It’s not coincidence that Jesus humbled himself and God exalted him. It is cause and effect. It is because Jesus was humble and obedient that the Father exalted him.
	Paul goes on to say that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Remember, in the Roman Empire, every tongue confessed that Caesar was Lord! Here Paul is saying that Jesus is higher than Caesar and that every tongue will stop confessing Caesar is Lord and will instead give that praise to Christ.
	Now look at verse 12. Like verse 9, it also begins with “therefore.”  So here we have another cause and effect. But what is the effect this time?  The cause is that Jesus has been exalted to the highest place, given the power and nature above all other powers and natures.  The effect is that the Philippians are to continue to work out their salvation with fear and trembling as God works in them to change their wills and their behaviour. 
	What does it mean to “work out your salvation”?  It means to live it out your salvation. Paul is not talking about working so that they are saved, rather he is telling them how to live in light of the fact that they have been saved. [Fee, p. 235]  Saved people live out their salvation in obedience.  Saved people obey in fear and trembling because that is the appropriate response to their exalted Lord.  Such power and majesty should strike fear into Christ’s loyal subjects, not because he is harsh, but because he is so holy and we are so lowly.
Interpretation
	So what does all this mean? We’re talking about Jesus the king. What are we to make of this passage with respect to Jesus’ kingship?
	Remember, the context for this beautiful, rich passage about Jesus is a call to the Philippians to be humble and obedient.  These are the central themes to the first part of the description of Jesus.  Other-centredness is the root cause of Jesus’ self-emptying.  Humility is the source of his obedience. Through his other-centredness and humility our sins are forgiven and we are saved to new life.  This is the kind of king Jesus is.  We serve a king who emptied himself and obeyed the Father to the point of death.  As his subjects, as those who call him Lord, we are called to be of the same mind as Jesus, to follow his model, to be shaped and moulded into the likeness of our king.  That is life in the Spirit- to be “regularly transformed into the likeness of Christ” by the Spirit. [Fee, p. 227]
	But who is this king we serve? How is it that Jesus it king?  
	What are the expectations of a king?  A king must be declared to be so by the appropriate powers. Typically that was through birth or conquest.  Kings wield swords and carry sceptres as signs and tools of their power.  Kings have servants and ambassadors to carry out their will within their own realm and to carry their word to other realms.  They have the power to set laws, to judge and to condemn their enemies according to those laws.  They also have the power to pardon those who break the law if they so choose.
	Consider, now, for a moment how God has established Jesus as king. [Joel R. Beeke and Mark Jones, A Puritan Theology, p. 355]  First, God declared Jesus to be king. Both at his baptism and at the transfiguration, God said, “This is my beloved Son, in him I am well pleased.” [Matthew 3:17; 17:5] So by birth, by heredity, Jesus is king of all because he is the Son of God.  God, in whom all authority lies, declared him to be his Son and therefore to be his heir.
	In Hebrews 1:8, we read, “But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.” So God has given the Son a scepter of justice. Similarly, throughout Revelation, Jesus is depicted as having a two-edged sword coming out of his mouth [Rev 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15, 21].  In Rev 19:15-16 Jesus is depicted has having a sword and a scepter and is called King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
	Christ also has servants and ambassadors.  Paul always refers to himself as a servant, or even slave, of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:20 tells us that we are Christ’s ambassadors.  In Ephesians 4 Paul gives a list of different roles including apostles, evangelists and teachers whose role is to serve Christ, making his will known both to his subjects and to those outside his kingdom.  In fact, Jesus subdues us to himself- his people.  We were rebellious but Christ won us over to himself in repentance, bringing us under his authority to be his people.
	With respect to laws, Jesus has the authority to regulate his church. Matthew 5, the Sermon on the Mount, gives direction on how his people are to live. In Matthew 5:17 Jesus declares that he did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. Jesus writes his law on the hearts of his subjects according to Hebrews 8:10. [Thomas Vincent, The Shorter Catechism Explained from Scripture, p. 81]
	Jesus also has the power to judge and condemn his enemies, and pardon those whom he chooses.  John 5:27 reads, “[the Father] has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.”  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:24-25, the chapter we looked at last week about Jesus’ resurrection, “Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.”  In Matthew 5:6 we read of Jesus healing the lame man, Jesus said, “I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man,“Get up, take your mat and go home.”
	This is just a taste of Jesus’ kingship.  But in just a few minutes we begin to see how Jesus fulfills so many of the expectations of a king.  He is declared king by an appropriate authority- God- because of his heredity.  He holds a sword and scepter as signs of his power, using that sword to destroy his enemies.  He has servants and ambassadors to carry out his will and to represent him to others.  He has the authority to regulate his church, to establish the laws of his kingdom. He also has the power to judge and condemn his enemies are pardon those whom he chooses in pardoning sin.  In all these ways we see Jesus’ role as king being fulfilled.
	On the cross Christ triumphed as a king on the field of victory. [incl pic] In his exaltation, that is his resurrection and ascention to the right hand of God the Father, he triumphed as on a king’s throne or riding a triumphal chariot. [William Ames, The Marrow of Theology, p. 145]  Often a king must either win his throne or defend his throne on the field of battle. When an enemy invades the king’s territory, the king’s role is to defend his people and rescue those who have been captured and liberate those whose cities are occupied.  Jesus fought that battle with sin on the cross and won.  In his own death, he broke the power of his greatest enemy.  The devil’s power, the power of sin leading to death, was broken when Jesus was raised from the dead. Death could not hold him. Having descended to the place of the dead, he then ascended to Heaven. Having been subjected to death he was exalted to the right hand of the Father.
	Jesus is a king.  In fact, he is the king of all kings. His authority is superior to all other authorities.  He is the Lord of Lords.  He chose to humble himself, not considering his godly status something to be clung to at all costs. Instead, he humbled himself as a mere man, and not only a man, but an obedient man.  He was obedient to the point of death. And because of that humility and obedience, God raised him up both in terms of the resurrection from death and in terms of exalting him to the status of king of kings.
Now Apply It
	So how do we apply this? What use do we make of this?  This is why reading Paul’s whole argument, including context, is so helpful. Paul himself gives us the application of Jesus’ humility and exaltation.  “Therefore” he says, “as you have always obeyed… continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  It is in light of Jesus’ authority as king that we are to obey him.  But it is his example of humility and obedience that inspires us and leads us to do so. It is through the power of the Spirit that we are transformed to his likeness, including his humility and obedience, as “God works in us to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
	Jesus’ example both of humility and of exaltation is why we are to consider others as better than ourselves. Now this term “better” than ourselves does not mean better than us in value, that others are more valuable or that we are not valuable. Rather, it means caring for them and their needs, that their needs and concerns surpass our own.  That was what Jesus did. He didn’t consider us more valuable than himself. He is God and we are merely his creatures!  The creature is not more valuable than the Creator. However, he considered our needs and concerns to be greater than his own needs and concerns. Out of that attitude of not looking to his own interests, but the interests of others, he humbled himself to the point of death.
	Jesus isn’t asking us to do anything he did not do himself! As king, he is not asking his subjects to do what he wouldn’t do. Truly, as king, he is a man of the people!  He took on the difficult, dirty, lowly role himself and it is out of that role that he was exalted to his kingship.  “For in ‘pouring himself out’ and ‘humbling himself to death on a cross,’ Christ Jesus has revealed the very character of God himself.” [Fee, p. 197]
	So examine your own motives. Examine your own ambitions.  What reasons lie behind your actions? What motives drive your behavior?  Do you look out for number 1?  Do you protect your own interests? Do you fight or advocate for your own desires and preferences?
	Or do you consider the needs of others above your own?  This would eliminate a lot of conflict in churches.  If we spent less time promoting our own agenda and more time looking out for the needs of others, there wouldn’t be church squabbles. Nor would there be a shortage of volunteers. Nor would there be any financial shortfalls.  When we put the needs of others ahead of our own, that includes serving others. That also includes giving financially even if it means cutting back on our own spending to do so. It means evaluating our experience of church, our experience on Sunday morning, not in terms of what we like or don’t like, not in terms of what we get out of it, or if we are blessed, but in terms of whether or not others are blessed.  Maybe there is something on Sunday we don’t like, but instead of making that our criteria for judging Sunday, we think about whether or not that thing we don’t like is a blessing to others. If so, then we’re happy that it’s part of Sunday morning because it blesses others.
	This affects our home lives too as well as our work lives.  If we consider the needs of others above our own, that includes non-Christians as well as Christians. So when we go to work, we work hard because we are serving others.  We consider our employers’ needs and our clients’ needs as important.  When we interact with family members, or coworkers or classmates, we put their concerns first. Why? Because that’s what our king does.  Our king put our concerns ahead of his own, so as his subjects we put others’ concerns ahead of our own too.  So we don’t work out of selfish ambition, but out of a desire to see others blessed. 
	All of us experience conflict.  Maybe it’s in the home with your brothers and sisters, or with your spouse, or with your parents. Maybe it’s at work. Maybe it’s with friends or neighbours. We all experience conflict.  But our attitude in conflict should be different because of whom we serve.  Jesus, our king, set the example for conflict resolution. He died.  He died for the sake of those in the wrong.  So when we are faced with conflict, our attitude should be that of Christ. We, too, should be humble, giving up our rights, for the sake of resolution.
	Notice, though, that it is for the sake of resolution. I’m not saying just give in to conflict all the time.  I’m not saying that you must always tell the other person, “You’re right, I’m wrong.”  What I am saying is that our attitude should be to go to extreme lengths to restore the relationship. Jesus didn’t throw up his hands and say, “Oh those sinful people! But I’ll just give in and let them have their way.”  Instead, Jesus did whatever it took to win back those who had been alienated from him.
	So think about someone with whom you are in conflict. Think about someone with whom you’ve had even the least bit of relational friction.  What would it look like for you to do whatever it took to win them back?  When your body starts to object, “But they…!” or “But I don’t want…” that’s a good sign of where to begin.
	To Do: Our to do this week is very difficult.  I want you to think of a person with whom you’ve had conflict.  This week, I want you to think about Jesus your king. Think about what he did to win back his rebellious subjects.  Then I want you to think about winning back the person you’ve had conflict with. Pray that God will work in you to will and to act according to his good purpose when it comes to making up with this person. Then humble yourself to obedience in terms of what God asks you to do to be reconciled with this person.
	Why?  Because that is the example our king set for us.  Out of his humility he was exalted.  For his obedience he was raised to the highest of heights.  His humility and obedience were for the glory of the Father.  So follow his lead, be humble and obedient to bring glory to the Father and you, too, will be exalted. Amen.

