1


“Jesus God Incarnate: The Light Of Glory”
2 Cor 3:18-4:9
June 15, 2014
Rev. David Williams
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:18-4:9
Sermon:
Context
	We are continuing our look at Jesus, but we taking it from a different angle.  We are starting a new mini-series on Jesus God Incarnate, examining what it means that Jesus is God.  What is the significance of the Incarnation?
	I want you to pause for a moment and think. Have you ever met anybody famous?  Or, perhaps, have you ever had a pen pal that you eventually got to meet?  Did you ever meet an author whose works you had read, or a musician whose music you listened to?  Have you ever know about somebody before you met them?  What was it like to finally meet them in person? Did you find that meeting them in person you got to know even more about them? Did you come to see them more fully?
	That is what the Incarnation does for us when it comes to knowing God.  The Jews knew lots about God, they had thousands of years of history and covenants that told them about God. From Abraham, through Moses, David and the Prophets, the Jews got to know a lot about God and got to hear from God. Much of their knowledge of God is found in the Old Testament.  But the incarnation marks something very different. [pic]  In the Incarnation we actually get to meet God, like having a pen pal come to visit after years of writing back and forth, maybe sending a few pictures, but an actual visit is dramatically different!  After years of writing to one another, after years of long distance communication, you finally get to see the person face to face, to spend time together, to do things together and to share experiences instead of just talking about experiences.
	Keep that idea in mind as we study a very important passage about the Incarnation, about God coming to earth as Jesus.  We pick up our passage in 2 Corinthians at a chapter break in the NIV.  At the end of chapter 3, Paul is talking about “We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory….”  In Chapter 4, Paul begins with, “Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry.”  What ministry is he talking about?  What is the “therefore” there for?
	[pic] At the end of Chapter 3, Paul makes reference to Moses when he received the Law on Mt Sinai. Moses was in God’s presence when he received the Law, and when he came down off the mountain to speak to the people his face shone with the glory of God.  It was so bright and disconcerting, that he veiled his face to speak to the people.  The people could not bear to see God’s glory.  The argument Paul makes at the end of chapter 3 is that unlike Moses who had to veil his face to hide the glory of God from the people, Paul and his fellow Christians in Corinth are able to reflect the Lord’s glory to people boldly and with great hope.  They are slowly being transformed into God’s likeness with ever-increasing glory coming from the Holy Spirit.
	Paul says that this is a ministry- to reflect the glory of God to the world. That is the ministry he is talking about in verse 1.  There were some in Corinth who were in opposition to Paul, there was a lot of division and conflict both within the church in Corinth and between the Corinthians and Paul.  So Paul goes on to defend his reputation, reminding them that he did everything in Corinth publically and did not distort the truth of God.
Observations
	That was the situation in Corinth, and we have some context for this passage, so let’s look at what the passage itself says.  Paul makes reference in verse 3 to “our gospel” being “veiled.”  Remember, he was just talking about Moses having to veil his face so the people were not blown away by God’s glory when he came down the mountain.  Now Paul is speaking of some people still not seeing the glory of God. But now Paul is talking about his “gospel” being veiled.  Remember, gospel means “triumphal good news with earth shattering consequences.”  So Paul is saying that for some the triumphal good news of Jesus is veiled or hidden. Why? Because the god of this age has hidden it from them.  The god of this age is Satan.  Remember, we’ve talked before about the present age of sin in contrast with the coming age of God’s rule. [pic] Between the Resurrection of Jesus and the return of Jesus these two ages overlap.  The god of this age still has power and part of his power is to blind the minds unbelievers so they do not grasp the incredible good news of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
	Here we get to the core of Paul’s argument.  He equates the gospel with the glory of Christ and that Christ is the image of God. He goes on to say that he preaches the message that Jesus Christ is Lord.  These three things are all linked- the triumphal good news is that Jesus is the image of God and that he is Lord.  This is the message that is veiled to unbelievers by the god of this age. This is the message Paul preaches.
	How is it that Paul knows this? Why is it that some know and others are blinded?  Verse 6 tells us. “For God, who said, ‘Let the light shine out of darkness,’ has made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” Wow, that’s a mouthful! So let’s break it down.  First, God is the one at work- God said…. Paul then makes reference back to Genesis 1 and the creation of the world. God said, “Let there be light.”  In the same way that God made light shine for the world, God has made his light shine in Christians’ hearts.  Remember, our hearts are not just where our emotions live.  The heart is the centre of a person’s character and identity. It includes our emotions, but also our minds, wills, desires, preferences and imaginations.  
What is the effect of God’s light shining in our hearts?  That light brings knowledge; the knowledge of the glory of God.  But more than that, the glory of God is found in the face of Christ!  So in our hearts God makes his light shine so we know his glory through the face of Christ.  So we are no longer blinded by the god of this age, but instead we know the triumphal good news of Jesus.
	Verse 7 goes on to remind us that we carry this treasure in jars of clay. Why? As a reminder, again, that it is God who is at work within us bringing this light and knowledge.  It is God working through us in this ministry of reflecting his glory to the world by transforming us into his likeness.  How does he do that transforming? By making light shine in our minds, emotions, will, desires and imaginations. That light is the knowledge of the glory of God as found in the face of Christ Jesus!
	Because it is God at work in us, transforming us and ministering through us, we can withstand hardship.  Paul knows about hardship! So he can say, “we are hard pressed, but not crushed, perplexed but do not despair, persecuted but not abandoned.”  It is because of the light of the glory of God in the face of Christ shining in our hearts that we can withstand the assaults of the god of this age who is trying to crush our ministry to keep more people blinded to the good news!
Interpretation
	So what does all this mean?  What are we to learn from this?  How do we interpret this?  Let’s start with the meatiest part.  Paul uses two chains of images in this passage that are parallel to one another.  They are found in verses 4 and 6: “The light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” and “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” There are three parallel images or terms in these two sentences.  Both begin with “the light” of something. Those somethings are then comparable.  We see that the gospel (or good news) is parallel with knowledge.  The glory of Christ is parallel with the glory of God. The image of God is parallel with the face of Christ.  
	Remember when Jesus was asked about paying taxes to Caesar?  His response was to hold up a Roman coin and ask, “Whose image is on this coin?”  It was an image of Caesar, a picture of his face!  So thinking about that here, the image of God, the face of God is the face of Christ.  There is a back and forth here.  Jesus is like God and God is like Jesus.  This is very important!  This means we can know about God by looking at Jesus.  
	In the OT, when the prophets spoke, they spoke for God and pointed towards God, but they were not God.  Jesus is far more than a prophet!  He not only speaks for God, but he is God.  We can know what God is like by seeing what Jesus is like.
	Often today people use the philosophical approach of trying to decide what God is like and then applying those God-attributes to Jesus.  We know God is all-powerful, all-knowing, eternal, good, etc. and then we wrestle with how these attributes apply to Jesus. How was Jesus all-powerful while on earth? Was he all-knowing? Etc.
	But here in 2 Corinthians we see something different.  Here we see Paul pointing the other direction.  Here we see that instead of just applying what we think we know of God to Jesus, we can apply what we know of Jesus to God!
	What do we know about Jesus?  We know he liked people. That is why he chose so many people to follow him as his disciples.  [pics]  He liked children and let children come play on his lap even when the disciples tried to shoo them away.  What else do we know? We’ve been looking at Jesus from different vantage points for several months now.  What are some things we’ve learned?  Jesus was a radical.  He treated women with great honour in a culture that didn’t normally do so. He was gentle with the unclean- the sick, outcast people in society, even touching a man with a terrible skin disease!  He was gracious to sinners, welcoming them into relationship in spite of their sin if they were repentant.
	We know he was in touch with his emotions. He cried in grief and anger.  He was humble and did not selfishly clutch his position in Heaven, but emptied himself for our sake.  He chose to experience everything we experience, including hunger and fatigue.  He spoke scorching hot words about sin, but was still approachable to sinners.  He was most angered by those who claimed to know God well and to be most obedient and religious but were proud, full of themselves and had no time for sinners.  He strode through the temple, eyes ablaze, chasing out the money-changers and yet before Pilate he did not defend himself nor did he call upon his angels to protect him.  He came to earth to pursue us, to be with us, to pave the way for us to be reconciled to him.  In the end, he laid down his own life for ours to pay a debt that wasn’t his.
	This is the triumphal good news of Jesus.  This is the news that changes everything, that shakes the foundations of the world. This is the news that the god of this age is so desperate to hide from people.  This is the glory of Christ who is the image of God.  The good news is that this is what God is like. He is gentle with children and sinners, yet not with sin.  He is angered by false worship and the proud, yet is humble himself. He is the God who pursues. He is the God who reconciles, the God who pays the debt of others’ himself.
	It is knowing this God, through Christ, that transforms us into his likeness.  This is the goal of the work of the Holy Spirit in us- to make us like God as we see in Jesus.  This is the glory of God that we are charged with reflecting to the world. That is our ministry- to reflect this nature of God, as seen in Christ, to the world that so desperately needs him.  This is the good news we preach. This is the treasure we hold in clay jars.  This is the work of God in us and through us- to tell and show the world what God is really like.
Now Apply It
	So what are we to do with this? How do we apply this?  First, consider the source: Paul.  If anybody knows about transformation it is Paul. Remember, Paul was one of those proud religious people who didn’t like Jesus. Paul didn’t come near sinners, he was very obedient to the letter of the Law of Moses, if not the spirit of the Law.  Paul was a Pharisee, but not only that, he was a violent, passionate persecutor of the early church.  He was in the process of hunting down Christians in Damascus to have them thrown in jail or even executed when he was converted.  Remember, it was Paul who encountered the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus.  Paul was blinded by a bright light and Jesus asked him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  It is interesting to make the connection that God who made his light shine in the darkness also made a light shine on the road to Damascus. That light on the road to Damascus kindled the light in Paul’s heart that transformed him into the missionary Christian he became!
	How transformed are you?  How much of God’s glory do you reflect?  What do you think your coworkers or classmates would say? Do you think they would say you reflect God’s glory well?  What about your family and friends?  How much of God’s glory would they say you reflect?
	If those questions make you squirm a bit, don’t worry. I’m sure you’re not as bad as Paul was before his conversion!  If God can transform Paul, he can transform you too!  But remember, it’s a process.  It takes time.  It also takes our cooperation.  God is the one who does the work in us. Paul makes that clear a couple times in this passage alone. But God is also a gentleman. He won’t bring change in you against your will.  So if you want to reflect God’s glory better, cooperate with the Spirit as God tries to work in you to be more like him.
	Perhaps you are one for whom the good news is still veiled?  Does Jesus excite you? Do you feel like he is triumphal good news? Has he been earth shattering in your life?  If not, then perhaps the god of this age is still blinding you. Perhaps your mind is still veiled from the light of the good news of the glory of Christ.  If that is so, then get on your knees and pray!  Pray for God to tear away the veil that hangs like a curtain before your eyes. Ask God to make his light shine in your heart.  Beg him to reveal himself to you in Christ Jesus and don’t give up until he does.
	Perhaps you are already a believer, but you’re struggling.  Maybe you’re struggling in your faith, or maybe just struggling in life. Often, however, our struggles in life affect our faith. Maybe not our beliefs that we hold, but our relationship with God.  If that is the case, then take heart from this passage too.  Paul moves from God shining his light in our hearts to being pressed but not crushed, persecuted but not abandoned.  We have a tremendous treasure and all surpassing power from God.  That power of the Spirit at work within us can and will sustain us through thick and thin.  It does not mean we will avoid trouble, heartache, pain or difficulty. It does mean that those things will not destroy us.  Our ultimate destiny lies with God in heaven.  Our ultimate reward is eternal. That means that even the worst that the god of this age can do to us, death, is neither permanent nor does it destroy us!  So if life is hard right now, if you’re feeling pressed, perplexed, persecuted or struck down, ask for a double measure of light so that you are not crushed, nor despair, so you know you’re not abandoned and that you will not be destroyed.
	Perhaps you are a believer and life is not particularly difficult right now, but you’d like to grow.  Then ask God to sanctify you. That is, ask God’s Spirit to work in you to transform you more and more into God’s likeness.  We are given a ministry of reflecting God’s glory to the world, just as Jesus reflects God’s glory to the world by being his very image.  What do we need to reflect God better? [pic] Well, how do mirrors work?  A good mirror needs to have a clean, reflective surface. How clean are you?  Are you a good, clean, reflective surface to reflect God’s character? Or are you somewhat smudged, dirty or even crusty?  Ask God to clean up your reflective surface.
	The other thing a mirror needs to work properly is that it must be facing the right direction.  For a mirror to reflect properly the angle must be right with what it is going to reflect.  Are you facing God properly?  What is the angle between the way you live and God?  Adjusting your angle, adjusting your life trajectory, so you’re properly facing God is called repentance.  Repentance doesn’t only apply to 180 degree turn arounds. Repentance also applies to believers who have veered off course a bit.  Christians are called to live lives of repentance, not just to have a moment of repentance.  This means continually adjusting the trajectory of how you live so you’re heading straight towards God.  The better you are at adjusting your angle through repentance, the better you will be at reflecting God’s glory to the world around you.
	No matter which category you find yourself in, whether you are still veiled or you just want to be a better reflection of God, the key to change is getting to know Jesus.  Get to know Jesus and you’re getting to know God. You’re seeing what God is like.  As you get to know Jesus, not just about him but actually know him, cooperate with his Spirit and you will start to be more like him.  Jesus is God’s light to the world. Getting to know Jesus is how we cooperate with God’s work kindling a light in our hearts.  Submit your mind to Jesus. Submit your feelings to him. Submit your desires to him. Submit your imagination to him.  And ask God to make his light shine in your heart so that you have the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.  Amen.

