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Sermon:
Context
	In the past, we’ve talked a lot about the Kingdom of God.  In the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, this is an important theme and a repeated term.  John, however, confines most his discussion of Jesus’ kingship and kingdom to his trial and crucifixion.  John’s focus, therefore, is the Kingdom of the Crucified Christ.  Almost all of John’s uses of the terms king and kingdom fall between John 18:28-19:18. The only time he uses the term “kingdom of God” is in chapter 3 when Jesus is talking to Nicodemus.  Here in John 18-19 there are 15 uses of either king or kingdom.  There are also 15 references to the cross and crucifixion in these same verses! [Frederick Dale Bruner, John, p. 1081]  Remember, kingdom in Greek does not refer to the geographical region over which a king rules, but rather the word kingdom refers to the authority to rule.  Keep in mind that, throughout our passage, the use of the word king and kingdom are about authority.  John’s emphasis is not just on the Kingdom of God, but that the Kingdom of God is the Kingdom of a crucified Messiah, which runs counter to all expectations about kingdoms and kingly authority.
	Our passage today is taken from Jesus’ trial with Pilate.  All four gospels describe Jesus’ conversation with Pilate and in all four Pilate’s first words to Jesus are, “Are you the king of the Jews?” [Bruner, p. 1067]  John, however, gives a longer, more detailed account of their conversation.
	Leading up to this point, the Jewish officials have had Jesus arrested and have tried him overnight, which was against Jewish law. Trials were to take place during the daytime to encourage transparency and promote justice. Now, these same Jewish leaders have brought Jesus to Pilate’s palace.  Interestingly, though, the Jewish leaders themselves won’t enter the palace because to enter a Gentile’s home would make them religiously unclean and it was the day before the Sabbath and the time of the Passover. So they’ll follow the laws about entering unclean homes, but not the laws about justice.
	Pilate had come out of his palace to discuss the situation with them and they had turned Jesus over to Pilate for trial and execution. Now Pilate has returned to the palace to examine Jesus himself.
Observations
	So what do we see in the text itself?  Pilate opens by asking Jesus if he is, in fact, the king of the Jews?  Jesus answers the question with a question! He asks Pilate, “Are you asking this on your own, or have others told you about me?”  Essentially, Jesus is saying, “Those are your words, not mine!” This is a startling response for somebody on trial for his life!  “Jesus behaves almost as if he is the judge and Pilate the accused.” [Bruner, p. 1067]
	Pilate responds sarcastically, “Am I a Jew?”  There is a great deal of contempt in this response.  Why? Because from Pilate’s point of view, “the royal pretentions of any Jew can mean nothing to him personally.” [D A Carson, John, p. 593]  He’s the Roman governor of the Jews, so what does he care if one of them thinks of himself as king?  Pilate’s authority comes from Rome, which is far superior than any authority from conquered Israel!
	Following up his contemptuous, “Am I a Jew?” Pilate asks Jesus what he has done to anger his own leaders to such a degree?  Pilate had to be careful here.  He knew that the Jewish leaders had no love for him or the power he represented.  Israel was a political hot bed filled with revolutionaries.  So his mission here was to determine if the Jewish leaders were trying to hurt Rome in some way by bringing Jesus to him, or if they were just looking after their own interests.  Certainly Pilate couldn’t trust the Jewish leaders to have his best interests at heart! [Carson, p. 593]
	Now Jesus appears to answer Pilate’s first question, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus says, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is not of this world.”  Jesus answers Pilate’s question and puts him at ease at the same time.  “My kingdom is not of this world” reassured Pilate that Jesus poses no threat to Rome. [Carson, p. 594]  He is not leading an uprising or revolution.
	Pilate responds, “You are a king then!”  And Jesus further explains that his kingdom, his authority, is not like anything Pilate is familiar with. 
	Jesus says two interesting things here that are easy to miss.  He says, “For this reason I was born” and “for this reason I came into this world.”  We’re familiar with the idea of being born for something. But notice Jesus also says, “For this reason I came into this world.”  Jesus is making reference both to his human birth and his divine incarnation. He came into this world implying that before he was outside this world! [Bruner, p. 1069] 
	What is the reason that Jesus was born and entered the world? To testify to the truth.  But what does that mean?  In the OT, truth meant steadfastness and trustworthiness. [George Ladd, New Testament Theology, p. 302]
  Jesus testifying to “the truth” means testifying to God’s steadfastness, his trustworthiness. It means bearing witness to God’s redemptive purposes.  To “know the truth” means “to come to know God’s saving purpose as it is embodied in Christ.” [Ladd, p. 303]
	Jesus says that “anyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  That means that Jesus is the vehicle for world truth. [Bruner, p. 1069]  Truth is the humanities deepest legitimate quest.  The truth of God, his character and his plan of salvation is found in Jesus Christ.  Jesus kingship, his authority, points to this truth about God, salvation and judgement.  Jesus’ authority, his kingdom, reveals God, his plan of salvation and his pending judgement of humanity.
	You can almost hear Jesus asking Pilate, “Are you listening to me?”  Over the centuries there has been debate as to whether or not Pilate responded to this invitation. In the early church they thought he did, while today there is more a sense that his response, “What is truth?” is more cynical.
	We are left wondering who is really on trial here? Who is examining whom?  While Pilate walks away thinking he holds all the cards, all the power, but Jesus knows differently.  I’m sure Pilate was thrown off by Jesus’ answers.  I’m sure Jesus did not respond as any other prisoner Pilate had ever interviewed!
	The last thing we see in this passage is that Pilate goes back out to the Jewish leaders and says he finds no grounds for convicting Jesus.  The term he uses for “no case against him” is emphatic, “No case whatsoever.”  It is the same term Paul uses in Romans 8:1, “So then there is no condemnation [whatsoever] to those who are in Christ Jesus.” [Bruner, p. 1070] The saddest part, though, is that even though he finds no case against Jesus, he still gives in to the Jewish leaders’ request.  Knowing that it was injustice, he hands Jesus over to be crucified.  This sheds some light on the attitude in his response, “What is truth?”  If he was really interested in the truth, he would have upheld truth and released Jesus.  “If Pilate had been stamped with integrity, his verdict would have ended the matter. Jesus would have been released, and the Jewish authorities dismissed.” [Carson, p. 595]
Interpretation
	So what are we to make of this?  What does all of this mean? How does it relate to Jesus as king?  One thing that is helpful to our understanding is that in the early church amongst Jewish Christians, the main statement was that Jesus is the Christ, that is the Anointed Saviour.  But for Gentiles, for non-Jews, the concept of a Christ, or an Anointed Saviour had little to no meaning. So in the Gentile world, the main emphasis or main statement about Jesus was that Jesus is Lord. [Ladd, p. 280]  Why? Because Lord is an authority word.  Gentile believers may not know what a Messiah is, but would all know what a Lord is.  As we talked about last week, in the Roman Empire people always said, “Caesar is Lord.” They all testified to the supreme power and authority of Caesar.  Christians, however, made a different statement. They said, “Jesus is Lord.”  They were saying that Jesus is the ultimate power and authority.  Needless to say, at times that got them into a lot of trouble with Romans!
	When we think of Jesus as king, we can think of him in terms of Lord and vice versa.  When we speak of Jesus as Lord, we can think in terms of him being king, or even emperor.  Today, we don’t have kings or Lords, at least not in the way people had for centuries prior to Western Democracy.  So for us, the terms king and Lord are still kind of hard to wrap our heads around.  However, it helps to think in terms of authority.  Jesus kingdom not being of this world means that his authority is not of this world. In fact, “The Kingdom is the outworking of the divine will; it is the act of God himself.” [Ladd, p. 102]  So Jesus’ kingdom, his authority, is God’s will and action being carried out in this world through the Son.
	This is why the Kingdom of God cannot be “promoted by worldly means or force of arms.” [Ladd, p. 279]  Jesus said to Pilate that if his kingdom was of this world his followers, his servants and subjects, would have fought to save him from being arrested.  If you recall, Peter did in fact try to fight to prevent Jesus’ arrest and Jesus stopped him!  Why? Because God’s kingdom doesn’t work that way. That’s the worldly way to advance a kingdom, to establish ones lordship, to assert ones authority.  But because God’s Kingdom, Jesus’ authority to rule, is God’s will being carried out and advanced, then worldly methods won’t work. God may choose to work through some worldly events, but worldly events will not carry forward God’s kingdom in and of themselves.  
Warfare, violence, even legislation and laws do not establish God’s kingdom. They do not establish Jesus’ authority to rule. His authority comes from outside this world. Now, when politicians submit to Jesus Lordship, the laws they write will be different than if they did not submit to him.  Politics is affected by God’s kingdom, but God’s kingdom is not established by political means.
	This tension between worldly power or authority and God’s power and authority is another consequence of God’s kingdom entering this world but this world still existing at the same time.  [diag]  Remember, in the past we’ve talked about this diagram which describes God’s Kingdom, the Age to Come, breaking into our world, the Present Age?  At the Resurrection, God’s kingdom was established in our world.  But our world, the evil age in which we live, still continues.  During the time between the Resurrection and the return of Christ there is an overlapping of the two ages.  This creates a certain tension or conflict between these to ages.  This tension between the Present Age and the Age to Come is what we feel or what we struggle with when we talk about Jesus’ authority not being of this world.  This is the tension that Jesus’ authority can affect politics, but politics cannot advance the kingdom.  God’s Kingdom affects our world but not the other way around.  And until Jesus returns, we will forever be feeling this tension.
	In Matthew, Mark and Luke, this tension is talked about in terms of the Present Age and the Age to Come. In John, the discussion is about being of the world below or the world above. Remember Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3?  In verse 3 Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be “born from above.”  He says, “No one can see the Kingdom of God [the only time John uses the term Kingdom of God] unless he is born from above.”  Now, the NIV translates this born “again” but in Greek this word can mean either again or from above.  Given that John repeatedly speaks of above and below when speaking of God’s Kingdom and this world, it seems that Jesus probably meant above, but Nicodemus misunderstood and thought he meant a second time.
	When Jesus tells Pilate that his kingdom is not of this world, he means “this lower world” of human authority and government, but instead his kingdom is from above- the world of God. [Ladd, p. 252]  What this means is that the transformation of society, the transformation of individuals, is the work from above.  True, Godly, Christlike transformation comes spiritually, not politically or through force or violence.
	Jesus also says to Pilate that his purpose for being here is to testify to the truth.  What truth is that? The truth about God’s plan of salvation.  To know Jesus is to know the truth about God’s plan of salvation. But that means to know God’s will for salvation and as we said, God’s kingdom is the working out of his will in this world.  So, to know the truth means to be in touch with God’s will as he brings about salvation.  The truth, God’s kingdom and salvation are all wrapped up together.
	Since Jesus is the vehicle for God’s plan of salvation being brought together, Jesus testifies to the truth. To “know the truth” means “to come to know God’s saving purpose as it is embodied in Christ.” [Ladd, p. 303]  “To do the truth means to respond to God’s revelation of his truth in Christ in the right way.” [Ladd, p. 304]  This means that being on the side of truth means responding to God’s truth as revealed in Jesus, which is also called being born again, born from above, being indwelt by the Spirit, etc. [Ladd, p. 305]  
People have commented to me that during the service, when Megan [pic] is still in the sanctuary, she’ll be looking all around, or looking down at her feet, and then I’ll come up and start talking. Suddenly her head snaps up and she looks right at me!  In the same way, disciples of Jesus, disciples of the truth, are alert to and respond to Jesus’ voice.  Truth-seeking disciples will listen to Jesus’ voice, just as Jesus told Pilate, “Those on the side of truth listen to me” or “hear my voice.”  “Truth-seeking disciples will listen to this singular voice as avidly as children listen to stories.” [Bruner, p. 1069]
	That is the sign of being in the Kingdom of God, it’s a sign of Jesus being your Lord. When he speaks, we listen.  “True disciples of Jesus will not stop asking Pilate’s question (“What is truth?”) and will come to Jesus with this question longingly, again and again (since the search for Truth is ongoing and is quickened by Jesus the Truth in person).” [Bruner, p. 1070]  The sad thing for Pilate is that he asked the right question, “What is truth?” and he even asked it of the right person, Jesus, but he didn’t stick around long enough to hear the answer!
Now Apply It
	This has been a lot of deep theological reflection. But how do we apply it? What use do we make of it?  In our world today, we don’t have kings, emperors or lords the way they did back then, or even throughout the Middle Ages. We don’t have that kind of ultimate authority placed in one person, or even a group of people.  That doesn’t mean, however, that there are no competing authorities around us.  In many ways, it may have been easier to understand authority when it was centralized.  Today we have different competing authorities all trying to get our attention and allegiance. Our Canadian society is keen to promote the authority of self.  Do whatever you want as long as you don’t hurt anybody. To your own self be true.  Satisfy every desire you have.  You deserve it.  This is the power of self, of individualism, of Narcissism.  Our society seeks pleasure and comfort above all else.  Each individual is named king, king of his or her own destiny.
	Today our society echoes Pilate, “What is truth?” and walks away before hearing an answer.  Post-modernism has a lot of good things going for it, including a move towards inclusivism and tolerance of other views.  (Although increasingly there is tolerance of all views but the Christian view, but I digress!)  But one thing Post-Modernism is guilty of is trying to do away with truth. Truth is reduced to whatever is “true for you” or “true for the individual.” At best, truth is what society says it is.  But remember what Pilate did after his comment?  He went out and turned Jesus over to the soldiers to be executed even though he found no charge against him.  Pilate rejected truth and as a result he compromised justice for the sake of pleasing unhappy, riotous people.  When we reject objective truth, we reject the very foundation of justice.  When we say there are no absolutes we abandon all hope of seeing justice done!
	Into this cultural situation, Jesus speaks volumes.  Jesus says that those who are sincerely seeking truth find him.  Remember, in the Hebrew understanding of truth there is the concept of trustworthiness.  I think many people who are trying to reject truth are doing so because they’ve seen untrustworthy people claiming to have the truth.  But those who are seeking trustworthy truth will find it in Jesus Christ.
	And this is the nature of Jesus’ authority, this is the nature of his kingdom.  Jesus is the embodiment of God, the ultimate in trustworthiness and steadfastness.  The truth to which Jesus testifies is the steadfast, trustworthiness of God to bring salvation from sin.  This is the foundation of Jesus’ authority and Lordship.
	If you’re not satisfied with the way this world works, if you find it untrustworthy and untrue, if you find the quest after all our desires to be dissatisfying, then look to find the truth in Jesus.  Look to find the trustworthiness, steadfastness and truth of God in Jesus as he brings about God’s plan for salvation.
	If, as a Christ-follower, you find things in this world difficult, know that you’re not alone! If you find it hard to live for Christ in a world that works so contrary to Christ, you’re in good company. When you experience first-hand the tension between the authority of this world and the authority of God, then you’re experiencing what Jesus experienced.
	Maybe you’re trying to be a Christian at work, but those around you aren’t Christians. You may find that to succeed at work you need to compromise your Christian values.  Or you may find to make more money you have to do things that are not trustworthy and true. Maybe to get along with your boss or supervisor you’re expected to do things that go against your conscience or you’re encouraged not to speak up when you feel you should.  This means you are experiencing the tug of war between two authorities- the authority of this world and the authority not of this world.  You are experiencing the tension of living in two ages at once.
	But we need to remember that the means through which God brings his kingdom are not the means through which people establish their own authority.  Consider, again, the role of politics.[pic]  God’s transforming effect on politicians will affect the way they write laws.  But they cannot write laws to transform people.  At one point in the States there was a movement among Evangelicals to try to elect Christian politicians with the hope that by passing legislation from a Christian perspective they would be able to transform the country.  Now, I’m all for having Christian politicians because I think they will work with more integrity and trustworthiness. But that’s a far cry from being able to legislate morality!  We cannot pass laws to change people’s hearts!
	[pic] Apply this, then, to wherever you have authority, whether it be at work or at home or as a coach or wherever.  As a Christian, the way you use your authority should reflect your commitment to Christ.  The rules you set, the way you enforce those rules, the way you interact with those under your authority should all reflect Christ.  But no matter what rules you set, you will not be able to establish Jesus’ authority in the lives of those you lead.  When you have a decision to make or you know you have to have a tough conversation with someone, ask yourself what it would look like if you did it in the authority of this world of the authority not of this world. How would it look if you tried to follow Jesus’ authority, Jesus’ Lordship knowing that his authority is not like the authority of this world?
	As parents, you can and should set appropriate rules and boundaries for your children. As you parent them, you should reflect Jesus in terms of fairness, grace and love.  But no matter what rules you make for your children, you cannot make them into Christians. You can set an example for them. You can model for them. You can teach them. You can lead them.  All of these things are good and important.  But it is the Holy Spirit working in them that will bring them under the Lordship of Christ. As you make decisions, ask yourself if you are trying to do things the worldly way or the “other worldly way”?
	Our calling as a church is to transform the city of Guelph through the power of Christ.  That last bit, “through the power of Christ” is the most important part!  We could try to elect Christian city counsellors.  We could lobby for Christian by-laws.  But that won’t transform the city!  It is the power of Christ, not the power of city hall, that will transform Guelph.  As people in Guelph are transformed, the effects will be visible in terms of who is elected to city council. It will be reflected in the by-laws of the city. We will see zoning changed and certain establishments closed, but not because of the authority of the city, but because of the authority of Christ in people’s lives.
	This even applies to us as individuals.  If we want to be transformed, it will be through the authority of Christ working in us.  This is hard because we don’t like bowing to authority.  That runs contrary to everything we learn from our culture.  To bow to authority means bowing to something outside ourselves, but our culture says we are to promote ourselves, be “true” to ourselves and to do whatever we want.  But to be transformed, we need to bow to Jesus’ authority, to submit to it. Often that authority works through means like reading our Bible, going to church, building relationships with other Christians, serving one another and worshipping God.  But doing these things without Jesus, doing them under our own power, will not transform us.  Why? Because the power working through them is God’s power. They activities themselves are not God.
	What does this mean? It means if you are on the side of truth, your number one mission is to be listening for Jesus’ voice.  [pic] If you want to be transformed, listen for Jesus and then obey.  You may find his voice in a number of places, such as the Bible, small groups, church, serving others, praying and worship. But realize these are where you find his voice, they are not his voice in and of themselves.  So keep praying to be hungry for Jesus, keep praying to hear from him, to learn how to recognize his voice.  That is why things like reading the Bible, going to church, worship and prayer are so important on a regular, even daily basis- through these things you learn to hear Jesus’ voice, you learn to hear the truth. It’s like Megan. She hears my voice every day, so when she’s at church and hears it she looks up.
	Things brings us to our “to do” for the week.  This week, pray a prayer of submission to Jesus’ Lordship. Then listen for his voice.  At least once a day, stop and think if you’ve heard Jesus’ voice that day. Take a few minutes of quiet and listen for him.

