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Sermon:
Context-Luke
	On Good Friday, as we ended our service, we were charged to reflect on what it must have felt like for the disciples on that day, not knowing that Sunday was coming.  Their hopes and dreams for a renewed, rescued Israel, once more a powerful, independent kingdom free of foreign oppression, died with their leader, teacher and friend on the cross that day.  Had that been the end of the story, we never would have heard of them.  We wouldn’t know the name Jesus.  Peter, John, Paul and Andrew would not be popular names in our schools today.  There would be no NT and the history of Western civilization would be completely different.  Likely there would be no democracy, no Enlightenment and no science.  So what happened after the Friday that lead to the world as we know it today?
	Easter Sunday- The most important day of the year in the Christian calendar, celebrating the central event of the Christian faith.  Easter Sunday is what redeems Good Friday.  On Good Friday Jesus died for our sins. On Easter Sunday God proved that Jesus was his Son and that death had been defeated- that sin was, in fact, paid for.
	The resurrection blew the disciples’ minds. It sent an earthquake through their entire worldview, their entire understanding of reality.  When we stop to think for a minute, the resurrection should startle and perhaps even puzzle us too if we give it the credit it is due.  The resurrection is not simple and it is at the heart of the gospel. It blew the disciples’ minds, and today I have a feeling it might blow our minds a bit too.  
We’re going to begin by looking at the facts surrounding the event of the resurrection. Then we’re going to talk about the nature of the resurrection. Finally, we’re going to consider the meaning and significance of the resurrection before looking at how we, ourselves, can live out the resurrection.  Along the way, we are going to correct some false understandings about the nature of eternal life and Christianity and what it means to live as a Christian.
	To begin with, let’s take a look at our passage in Luke. This is just one of several resurrection appearances of Jesus after his death and before he returned to the Father.  
	What is the context for this passage?  It begins with “while they” were talking about “this.”  Who are they are what were they talking about? If you look back a bit, verse 33 tells us that the “they” were the Eleven, that is the Twelve disciples minus Judas Iscariot, along with “the two.”  “The two” were the two disciples from Emmaus, who had been walking home when they encountered Jesus.  They didn’t recognize him as they walked along and he explained to them the OT and how it spoke of his death and resurrection.  At dinner they finally recognized Jesus and he disappeared from their sight.  They ran back to Jerusalem, found the Eleven in the upper room where Jesus had held the Last Supper with them, and told them what had happened.  “While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’”  Since the two on the road to Emmaus had been inviting Jesus to stay the night, it would have been well into the evening at this point on the first Sunday after the crucifixion on Friday.
	If you look back further, in the morning of this first Easter Sunday, a number of women had gone to the tomb to prepare Jesus’ body for burial.  They found the tomb empty, encountered angels and went to tell the disciples that Jesus had risen.  The disciples did not believe them, but Peter and John went to see for themselves.  They also found the tomb empty but wondered what it meant.
Observations-Luke
	Now, on the evening of the first Easter, they have an encounter with the risen Jesus.  What happened?  What can we observe from the text?
	First, notice that the disciples were afraid, not excited.  None of them expected the resurrection. None of them anticipated Jesus returning.  When they saw him, first they thought it was a ghost.  They didn’t think the Jesus they were looking at was alive!  This is “the natural reaction to the supernatural.” [Leon Morris, Luke, p. 372]
	Jesus goes to great lengths to convince them otherwise.  First, he shows them his hands and feet, which would have had holes in them from the nails used to crucify him.  So whatever they were seeing was clearly Jesus, not a Jesus double or lookalike.  Second, he invites them to touch him and even says, “A ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”  So they were encountering a real, physical Jesus with skin and bones. He was solid.  He was not a ghost.  He was not an angel. He was not a spirit.
	At this point, the disciples are starting to realize that it truly is Jesus and that he truly is alive- not a ghost returned from the dead to haunt them.  Now they are amazed and filled with joy and so their unbelief is not out of fear but joy. They have trouble believing it because it is so awesome!
	It’s interesting what Jesus does next. He asks for something to eat and then eats a piece of fish in front of them.  That’s further proof he is not a ghost, spirit or apparition of some kind.  He is a real, physical human being, there in front of them.  They are able to touch him and he is able to touch them, to handle food and even eat it.
	Having established his physical presence, he then reminded them that he had told them this was going to happen- that he was going to die and be raised on the third day.  He speaks of “everything written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” This means what we call the entire OT- remember there was no NT yet, so it wasn’t called the OT for them!  Then Jesus “opened their minds” so they could understand the Scriptures- again a reference to the OT.  One of the major themes in Luke’s gospel is the fulfilment of Scripture, fulfilment of the OT. [Morris, p. 373]  Throughout the passion narrative, the account of Jesus’ crucifixion, Luke makes reference to several Psalms as well as Isaiah 53, which we looked at together on Good Friday in our responsive reading. [Darrell L. Bock, Luke, p. 388]
	So here in Luke we see a number of facts about the resurrection. We see that Jesus had a physical body, able to be touched as well as able to eat food.  The disciples were initially scared, then amazed. None of them expected this. Furthermore, this was all foretold in the OT.
Context-1 Corinthians
	Now let’s consider our passage from Paul in 1 Corinthians. 1 Corinthians was written after the resurrection, but much earlier than the Gospel of Luke.  The context here is that conflict has arisen among the Christians in the city of Corinth as well as between them and Paul.  Over the course of the letter, Paul has taken the Corinthian Christians to task for fighting amongst themselves and for thinking themselves better than one another based on which spiritual gifts they had.  Here, 15 chapters in, Paul is summing up his arguments by reminding them of what they all have in common- the very foundational truths to which they all give their allegiance.
Observations-1 Corinthians
	What do we see in this passage?  First, remember what the word gospel means.  Paul says he wants to remind them of the “gospel” he first preached to them. Gospel means triumphal good news with earth shattering consequences. It was the word used to describe the birth of an heir to a king or even the emperor. Here, Paul is using it to describe the triumphal good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  This is the good news by which the Corinthians are saved if they hold firmly to it.  That’s a good thing to note: if they hold firmly to it!  Clearly more is required than just saying, “Oh, yeah, I believe that’s true, that’s probably what happened.” One must hold to it to be saved!
	What is it that makes up this foundational good news?  Paul says, “For what I received I passed on to you…”  This sounds familiar doesn’t it? This is similar to Paul’s words when he speaks of communion. That’s because this phrase seems to be how Paul introduces what were likely early Christian creeds- short summaries of Christian truth that all the Christians held to.  He then goes on to outline the foundation of Christian belief- that Jesus died, for our sins, according to the Scriptures, was buried and was raised again on the third day, also according to the Scriptures.  
Paul goes on to list a vast number of people who met Jesus after the resurrection, including Peter, the rest of the 12 disciples along with over 500 other believers!  Most of these people were still alive at the time Paul was writing this letter, so people could go track them down and ask them about their experiences with Jesus.  Jesus also appeared to James, his half-brother, to all those who became apostles (a number beyond just the Twelve) and finally to Paul himself. You may remember the story of Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus. Paul was abnormal in that he first encountered the resurrected Jesus, whereas the other apostles all encountered Jesus before his resurrection. [Ravi Zacharias, various radio addresses] 
Interpretation
	So what does all of this mean? How are we to interpret it, to makes sense of it, to understand it?  One of the key things I want us to see here is the fact of the resurrection. It was a real event.  There were numerous witnesses to the resurrection, or if not the actual resurrection event itself, to the resurrected Jesus.  And these witnesses were not all together at the same time. There were multiple different events in which a variety of people met with the risen Jesus. It was not a hallucination nor mass hysteria. 
	Second, this was not a case of wish fulfilment. The disciples were not waiting for Jesus to be raised. Quite the contrary! When they first encountered the risen Jesus they didn’t know what to do- they thought he was a ghost!  Nobody expected the resurrection.  As one writer puts it, for the disciples, “Crucified Messiahs, as everybody knew, were failed Messiahs.” [NT Wright, The Challenge of Jesus, p. 93]  Their hopes and dreams were crushed beyond belief on that cross. Meeting the resurrected Jesus was completely contrary to every expectation they had.
	Third, not only did Jesus tell them this was going to happen, but the resurrection was foretold in the OT.  Jesus is not a “new” message from God, not Plan B, but the fulfilment of Plan A.  Jesus is the fulfilment of the OT.  God made himself known through a series of events recorded in the Bible, as opposed to a system of teaching, theology or a book.  Jesus arrival was the climactic event in that series of events.  The resurrection event validates all the events before. [George Ladd, NT Theology, p. 354] The resurrection is the validation, the proof of and the conclusion to all those events through which God had been revealing himself to humanity from Genesis 3 onward.
	Fourth, the resurrection was a physical experience for Jesus. The resurrection brings a transformed, physical body.  This is very different from a ghost or spirit.  When we think about going to Heaven, we often think of spirits floating on clouds. [pic]  We often think of people with wings and white robes.  But this is not what the resurrection is about at all!  This is not what eternal life is all about.  Eternal life and the resurrection are about redeemed, transformed people- with physical bodies that are healed and no longer subject to decay, sickness or wearing out.
	This was one of the issues Paul had to address in Corinth.  They had fallen into the trap of thinking that only the spiritual mattered, not the physical. The thought of a physical, bodily resurrection was gross to them. [Gordon Fee, 1 Corinthians, p. 715] Therefore, they were either abusing or depriving their physical natures.  They thought their bodies didn’t matter anymore because the Holy Spirit had come and, therefore, bodies were irrelevant. The Holy Spirit, to them, meant new “spiritual” life, not physical life. So the physical became unimportant, it was going to be destroyed anyway they thought.  But Paul says the exact opposite. Because Jesus was resurrected with a full, physical body then clearly bodies matter to God!
	We have a number of people in our church family who struggle with physical ailments. We have people with bad backs, bad legs, replaced hips, arthritis and even cancer!  If you look around, a large proportion of us wear glasses or contact lenses because our eyes don’t focus properly.  When we receive our resurrected bodies, we’ll be able to not only recognize what one another looks like, but we will be able to touch one another, to hug one another, to give each other high fives in celebration, drink a toast to Jesus and enjoy a good meal together.  Furthermore, we won’t have to deal with needing glasses, metal hips, canes or walkers.  Blood clots will be gone, cancer cells will be gone, arthritis will be gone!  We may still bear scars, just as Jesus’ hands and feet bore nail holes that served as evidence to his identity, but these wounds won’t hurt, bleed or be a problem!  We certainly won’t have wings or float along above the ground! Our bodies matter to God!
	Fifth, the crucifixion and resurrection- the physical resurrection of which Jesus is the first example- is at the heart of Christianity.  “[Jesus’] death was not simply the messy bit that enables our sins to be forgiven, but that can then be forgotten.” [Wright, Challenge, p. 94] We are called, then, to follow a crucified Messiah, not a good teacher or wise prophet.  Given the central nature of the resurrection to Christianity, we must come to grips with the fact that “the more we learn about the cross in all its historical and theological dimensions, the more we discover about the One in whose image we are made and hence about our own [calling] to be the cross-bearing people.” [Wright, Challenge, p. 94]
	“If the resurrection of Christ is not reality, then we have no assurance that God is the living God, for death has the last word.” [Ladd, p. 354]  The resurrection was not just the resuscitation of a corpse, like using the electric paddles in an emergency room today. Rather, the resurrection is “the emergence within time and space of a new order of life.” [Ladd, p. 359] The resurrection was a first time event, without historical precedent.  That is one reason why historians have so much trouble dealing with it. Historians make comparisons between events, they look for patterns and for “historical” causes to historical events. But the resurrection is without parallel. There is nothing to compare it to. It is a once-so-far event.  Further, it is an event in history without a historical cause. It is the result of a direct work of God in the world to bring a new creation into being.  It is the entrance of eternal life into a mortal world. [Ladd, p. 363]
	It’s been a while, but I want to look at a diagram we’ve seen before to help us wrap our heads around the grand picture of what happened at the resurrection, to help us understand the mind-boggling significance of it.  [diagram] Remember, gospel it not just good news, but good news with earth shattering consequences.  So let’s spend a few minutes looking at the earth shattering part of the gospel.
	Some of you may remember this diagram.  Put up your hand if it seems familiar. Moving from left to right along the bottom is the time line of the “present age.” The current age, this present age, is the age or reality that all people live in and experience. It is the age ruled by death and sin.  It is the age created clean but spoiled by sin.
	As we move along, though, we see the cross.  The cross represents the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus marks the beginning of something very new.  Over the past few years we’ve talked about the Kingdom of God quite a few times.  Anybody remember what the term “kingdom of God” means? Does it mean a kingdom like we mean, a region or place? (It means the rule of God.)  The resurrection marks the beginning of the kingdom of God breaking into our world in a powerful new way. Another way to say it is that a new age has begun.  If the present age is the age dominated and spoiled by sin and death, ruled by the Prince of Darkness, then the new age is the age of God’s perfect rule without sin or death, ruled by the Son, the risen Jesus.
	So you see from the cross over to the right there are two lines, representing these two ages, the present evil age, marked by sin and the coming age, the new age, the age of God’s rule, the age of the Kingdom of God.  For a while those two ages overlap.  But when Jesus returns, the present age will end and only the Kingdom of God will continue, only the new age will last.
	Being a Christian means being a citizen of the new age, the Age to Come. Being a Christian, a follower of Jesus, having Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, means being a citizen or resident of the Kingdom of God- allowing God’s rule in your life and expressing that rule to others in your life.
	But, as all Christians know, we still struggle with sin. We are still affected by sin, both our own sin and the sin of others. We still experience sickness, sorrow, brokenness and even death.  So until Christ returns to fully establish the Kingdom of God and to bring the present age to an end, we live in two ages or two kingdoms at once.
	Now, I realize, this is a WHOLE lot to process!  This is a lot of deep, deep information and if you’ve not seen this before, or even heard of it before, you might be more than a little lost. If so, my apologies.  But! Just because it is deep or confusing, please don’t give up on it. Please don’t shut down and stop listening. Why? Because this is what the resurrection is all about! And, as we’ve been talking about, the resurrection is what Christianity is all about. The resurrection is what puts the second line in the diagram. The resurrection is what begins the Age to Come, the new age. It is what establishes the Kingdom of God on earth.
	This is what it means to be a Christian- to live in two ages at once. This is the explanation as to why we still struggle with sin even though we’re believers. This explains why the Spirit is at work in the world, but we still see evil and sin in the world too. This is why we are called to take up our crosses and follow Jesus! Because the cross is what brings the new age into this age. When we carry our own crosses we live the life of the new age in the present sinful age.
	You can think of it like being cross-cultural.  We have a number of people here who were born and raised in other countries. We have others who have visited other countries for extended times.  When you grow up on one place, then move to a place with a very different culture, it takes time to figure out how things work in the new place. There are shocks and differences in the new culture.  Over time, you can get used to them, but even if you’ve lived in your new culture for decades you may always speak with an accent, always miss things about your home culture and never quite feel like you totally belong.
	In the same way, when we become Christians, we have a new home.  We have a new culture. But we are used to our old culture. We are used to living in the world of sin and brokenness. It takes time to adjust to our new, Christian way of living and thinking.  Often, though, especially after a time, we don’t feel like we belong in our old culture any more.  If you’ve lived away from home for decades, when you go home you realize it may be where you came from, but it’s no longer home!  You are straddling two different cultures. You have a foot in either one and sometimes you feel a conflict between the two.
	That is what it is like to be a Christian- it means becoming a citizen of the Kingdom of God, a member of the new age.  But we are not transported out of this age, nor are we completely healed of sin and brokenness.  So we are living in two cultures, two kingdoms at the same time.  
	This all began with the resurrection of Jesus. The straddling of the two ages will continue until Christ returns and the righteous will all be raised with new bodies just as he has.  Then, and only then, will this present age end and the new age, the Kingdom of God, be the only culture we experience.
Now Apply It
	Now, that is a lot, I mean a LOT, of heavy theology! And when there’s ham and scalloped potatoes waiting at home, it can be hard to see how it all matters!  So let’s take a few minutes to bring it all back down to our daily lives.
	The first use of this is by way of understanding.  If we don’t understand the resurrection, how will we understand the cross? If we don’t understand the cross, how will we know how to carry our own cross? If we don’t understand the incredible meaning of the resurrection, how will we know how to follow a resurrected Lord?  So the first application is education- faith leads to understanding and understanding can deepen our faith.
	The second application is to correct some false beliefs many Christians hold.  Christianity doesn’t teach a new way to live. Jesus was not just a guru or moral teacher.  Rather, Christianity teaches that there is a new reality, a new nature to existence.  The resurrection is the evidence and proof of that new reality.  Christian living is a demonstration of that new reality. The nature of that new reality is radically different from the old reality, and the resurrection of Jesus is just a foretaste of that new reality that is coming.  It is the hope we have for that new reality, it is in response to our experience of that new reality in Jesus, limited as it may be, that we live as Christians.  What does that mean? We live as Christians not because it’s the right thing to do, but we live as Christians because we are living out the new age, we are living out the Kingdom of God which has already started breaking into this world.
	Paul tells the Philippian Christians that their citizenship is in Heaven. [Phil 3:20] What does that mean? Philippi was a Roman colony, so many of the people in Philippi were citizens of Rome. But that didn’t mean that when they retired they were going to move back to Rome.  [NT Wright, Surprised by Hope, p. 293]  Most of them had probably never been to Rome! Nor did it mean that when they died they would have their remains shipped to Rome for burial.  What it meant for a Philippian to be a citizen of Rome was that they were called to bring Roman culture to Philippi and the surrounding region. The city of Philippi, as a Roman colony, was to be a beacon of “Roman-ness” to the people around them.
	Now apply that to us being citizens of Heaven. It doesn’t mean that when we are done with our work here we go back to Heaven. We haven’t even been there before! What it does mean is that we are to be beacons of “heaven-ness” to the people around us. We are to bring the culture of the Kingdom of God to our city and our region, just at the Roman citizens in Philippi were to bring Roman culture to their city and region.  The church, the gathering of Christian believers, is like a colony of Heaven planted on earth, bringing heavenly culture to the world.
	So what?  This radically changes our thoughts about eternal life. Eternal life is not about dying and going to Heaven.  In fact, the NT says almost nothing about “going to heaven when you die.” [Wright, Surprised, p. 293]  Even in Revelation the New Jerusalem comes here to earth, we don’t go up to it. This means the job of Christians is not something that happens in heaven, but something that happens here on earth. The job of Christians, as citizens of heaven, citizens of the new age, citizens of the Kingdom of God, is “to bring the life of heaven to birth in actual, physical, earthly reality…. Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to snatch people away from earth to heaven, but to colonize earth with the life of heaven.” [Wright, Surprised, p. 293]  Remember the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven”?  The resurrection is the beginning of the fulfilment of that prayer request!
	This means that the job of Christians is to bring heaven-ness with us wherever we go. That may mean fighting against poverty, or human trafficking or political corruption. Or, it may mean something as simple as giving a thirsty person a cup of cold water in Jesus’ name.  It may mean being kind to your employees, honest with your clients, hardworking and respectful to your boss.
	Bringing heaven-ness to your world can happen anytime, anywhere.  Maybe it means helping a cranky neighbour look for a lost dog.  Maybe it means offering a ride to friend you see waiting for the bus.  Maybe it means a phone call to a sick friend to let them know you’re thinking about them and praying for them.
	It doesn’t have to be hard. Yesterday, Amy went to the grocery store. She was looking for some flowers, so she stopped by the flower counter. The manager was there with a woman employee. The manager was bossing her around, telling to move this, move that, put that over there, hurry it up, etc. and generally being a jerk. He was being rude to his employee and talking to her like she was stupid while Amy stood there watching. He suddenly turned around and saw Amy standing there and his disposition changed dramatically. Suddenly he was all sweetness and light, politely asking, “Yes, what can I do for you?”  Amy said, “Please.”  “Pardon me? Please what?” he replied. “You should say please to her. She’s working hard.  You should say please.”
	Needless to say, the manager was taken aback. But the woman smiled!  She knew that somebody, a stranger, was sticking up for her, not because she was a friend, but because she was a fellow human being who deserved to be treated with dignity merely because she was, in fact, a human being!  Amy brought a little dose of heaven-ness to that woman’s life and, I think, to the manager’s too.  Amy demonstrated what the kingdom of God is like- kindness, love and respect to people because they are created in God’s image, standing up to injustice, no matter how small.  So it doesn’t have to be huge. It doesn’t have to be a church-wide program. It doesn’t take funding and planning, although those things are good when ministries get larger. It takes intentionality, a dose of courage and a willingness to stand up for what God wants, to the best of your understanding.   
	The goal of Christianity is not to go to heaven when you die, but to bring the life of heaven to earth while you live.  That’s what Jesus did in the resurrection- he brought the eternal, redeemed, transformed, resurrected life of heaven to earth. And he has called us to follow him and empowered us by his Spirit to continue his work of bringing that heavenly rule of God to our world in a physical as well as spiritual way.
	To Do: Our to do this week is to make a conscious choice to show at least one person each day something of heaven.  That is, at least once per day do something that brings Heaven’s culture into our world.
	Maybe you’re sitting here today wondering about this new age, this kingdom of God. Maybe you want to know how to become part of that new age, how to get one foot in that other culture, how to become a citizen of heaven here on earth. [pic] Jesus is the doorway between the two ages, between the two worlds. In God’s kingdom, under God’s rule, there can be no sin- no rebellion against God.  So in order to pass into that kingdom, we have to be cleansed of our sin. Passing through Jesus is what does that cleansing.  Jesus is the door to the kingdom of God.  The key to unlocking that door is faith in Christ.  Repentance turns the knob of the door.  Following Jesus in a life of obedience, characterized by continuing faith and an attitude of repentance is how we walk through the door and live in the Kingdom of God.
	If you are interested in entering God’s kingdom, pray for faith, ask God to work in you for repentance, and take the first step of asking Jesus to forgive your sins and submit your life to his leading.  That is the beginning of eternal life, which is lived out here on earth. For a time it is a cross cultural experience, living in two ages at once, but at the future resurrection, when all those in a right relationship with God are raised like Jesus, the eternal life that begins here will continue undivided.  That is the meaning of the resurrection. That is the triumphal good news with earth shattering consequences! That is the foundation of our faith by which we are saved if we hold firm to it. Amen.

