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Sermon:
Context
	Have you ever wondered about the Holy Spirit?  Have you ever had questions about it?  Personally, I find it easier to think about Jesus and God than I do the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit- a confusing topic!  And it’s confusing for most people, so if you find the Holy Spirit confusing or mysterious, you’re in good company.  I remember a number of years ago a friend of mine and I were talking. She had grown up in a Christian home and regularly went to church.  She began talking about her “holy spirit.”  The first time she said it I let it go, thinking she had just misspoke.  But she kept repeating, “my holy spirit.”  I asked her about what she meant and she said, “We all have a holy spirit in us, don’t we?”
	Well, no. We don’t!  We all have a spirit, but it is not a “holy spirit.”  The Holy Spirit is the unique third person of the Trinity!  She had confused having a spirit and perhaps even having the Holy Spirit living and working inside us with each person having a holy spirit. But the Holy Spirit is unique.  There is only one.  The Holy Spirit is God.  We are not.
	So the Holy Spirit can be a confusing concept.  It is not easy to understand the nature of God.  The Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit is not easy to grasp! In fact, Muslims often accuse Christians of believing in 3 gods, not one.  Muslims believe that the Trinity, though, is not Father, Son and Spirit but God, the Virgin Mary and the Baby Jesus.  So they get it completely wrong, not even mentioning the Holy Spirit.  
	We are going to begin to chip away at the mystery of the Holy Spirit today.  We are going to spend the next couple weeks looking specifically at the Holy Spirit, beginning with the Spirit in the Old Testament.  Many of us only think of the Spirit in terms of the Day of Pentecost, when the Spirit descended on the disciples as tongues of flame over their heads and they began speaking in multiple languages.  But the Spirit was present long before Acts!  The Spirit has been part of God for all of eternity and, as we will see, the Spirit has had an active role in the world since creation.  The nature and degree of the Spirit’s activity in the world changed dramatically on the Day of Pentecost, but it did not begin on that day!
	“When God designed the great and glorious work of recovering fallen man… he appointed… two great means” or components to accomplish that goal: the giving of his Son for humanity and the giving of his Spirit to humanity. [John Owen, The Holy Spirit, p. 21] The Son gave his life as a ransom for many. The Spirit is given to God’s people to build up the church, to purify his people, bringing new life to them and renewing them to reflect God’s nature to the world.
	Because of the importance of the role of the Spirit in the world and in the church, not to mention the Christian life, we would be wise to study the Spirit, to learn about the Spirit so as to better learn from the Spirit.  But beyond that, we also need to learn about the Spirit so as to recognize the Spirit and not to be lead astray. John tells us to test the spirits, plural.  Why? Because there are many false prophets out there seeking to lead us astray.  He says in 1 John 4:1, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
	The work of the Holy Spirit is wonderful and spectacular. Because of that, there are those who would seek to counterfeit the Spirit for their own gains. These include both people and Satan. So John warns us not to believe everything or everyone who claims to be of the Spirit. Instead, we are to test them to ensure that they are truly the Holy Spirit from God.  How are we to recognize the Holy Spirit, though, if we know nothing about him? [pic] When bank tellers are taught how to spot counterfeit money, it is by teaching them to know authentic money really, really well.  Sure, they may be taught to look for some particular characteristics of specific counterfeit bills, but in general their ability to spot false bills is by knowing true bills really well. In the same way, if we are to recognize counterfeit spirits, we need to get to know the true Spirit really, really well.  The best place to begin that work is (drumroll please) the Bible!  That may sound like an obvious answer, but it’s surprisingly uncommon.  Too often we are given evidence in the form of supposed miracles, or what feels good, or what we think would be in keeping with God’s character, but not often are we shown how the work of various spirits conforms to scripture.
	So with that in mind, let’s begin at the beginning- Genesis 1. In fact, Genesis 1:2, the very second verse of the entire Bible! Who knew that the Spirit showed up so soon?
	We are all familiar with the first verse of the Bible, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  But how familiar are we with the next verse? “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  Right from the beginning, we see the Spirit at work in creation!
	Before we go any further, though, a word about the word spirit.  Today, we struggle to define the soul or spirit.  We live in an age dominated by science which deals explicitly with the physical. This means we do not have many tools to discuss the spiritual.  So we struggle to define “spirit.”  In both Hebrew and Greek, the word for spirit is the word for “wind” or “breath.”  The idea is air in motion or “that which moves but is not seen.” [Owen, p. 33]  This means that translators are faced with a dilemma.  When they come across a phrase like “the breath of God” do they translate it “breath of God” or “Spirit of God”?  Usually it is the context which determines how they translate it to English, but what it means for us is that there are times we need to be aware that the idea of the breath of God may actually be a reference to the Holy Spirit! We are going to see that in our texts today.  Furthermore, we need to be alert for references to wind being used in a spiritual context because that, also, can be a reference to the Holy Spirit. (Think again of Acts 2- the tongues of flame were preceded by a great wind!)
Observations
	So let’s take a closer look at our texts today.  Let’s take a closer look at Genesis 1:2.  One of the cool things I learned leading up to this sermon is about the Spirit hovering over the deeps.  I always thought of it like a helicopter hovering over the water, just sitting there. [pic] But the actual motion of hovering here is the motion of a bird hovering over its eggs in its nest! [Owen, p. 56; Derek Kidner, Genesis, p. 45]  There is a maternal, caring theme to this image. The Spirit is “hovering eaglelike over the primordial abyss, the Almighty Spirit prepares the earth for human habitation.” [Bruce Waltke, Genesis, p. 60]
	Now look down at verse 27.  After 5 days of creating, God comes to day 6 and the creation of mankind.  We are told “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  There’s a lot that could be said about this verse, but we are going to focus on the role of the Spirit today, so let me just make a few points.  First, all the other creatures in Genesis 1 are created “according to their kind.”  Only humans are created in the “image of God.” [Waltke, p. 65]  
Second, notice that God created man both male and female in the image of God.  That means that humankind is a unity of male and female and that both male and female combined compose the image of God. There is a diversity within the unity of humanity, just as there is a diversity of Father, Son and Spirit in the unity of God.  “The image refers to the plurality of male and female within the unity of humanity. This concept is distinct from the ancient Near Eastern perspective.” [Waltke, p. 65]  Even from Genesis 1 we see an equity between male and female in the created order!
	Next, let’s consider Genesis 2:7.  Genesis 2 is a second creation story. If you look closely at 2:4 it says, “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.” So in Genesis we have 2 creation stories, one from Genesis 1:1-2:3 and another from Genesis 2:4-25.  Why does this matter? Because in the second creation account, we get more of a narrative description of how God went about creating humanity.  We are given details in chapter 2 that parallel or develop the more brief description in chapter 1.
	In 2:7 we read, “The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”  Now, what did I say earlier about the word Spirit?  Remember, it is the word for breath or wind!  So here we see God first creating man’s body out of the materials of the earth, but then breathing his Spirit into him! He breathed into him the breath of life.  When the Lord God breathes the breath of life into you it is an act of divine power. It is also a work of the Spirit!
	Today we think in terms of breathing as oxygen and lungs and the like.  Animals breathe, so to people.  The ancients knew animals breathed too. They could see dogs panting.  This is not a question of whether or not humans are the only creatures that breathe.  Rather, the significance is in the “breath of life.”  The idea is that God breathed something of himself into humans.  Other animals breathe, but only humans have the breath of life.
	Does anybody here know CPR? [pic]  CPR is used when a person stops breathing.  You hold their nose, open their mouths and breathe into them. Then you do chest compressions, then you breathe again.  Anybody here ever done CPR training?  Anybody use a CPR dummy?  Did the dummy come to life when you blew into it?  Think of it as a kind of divine CPR. We can do CPR on a person to help sustain their life, but if we do CPR on a CPR dummy, do you expect the dummy to come to life? Of course not!  But when God breathes into a body it does come to life!
	So what does this tell us?  The Holy Spirit plays an active role in our being created in God’s image. Remember, the two creation accounts in Genesis 1 and 2 expand on one another. In the first account, people are made in the image of God, whereas the other creatures are made according to their kind. In the second account, many creatures breathe, but only humans have the breath of life in them!  God breathing his Spirit into us is what gives us life beyond what other creatures have. It is part of being made in his image.  We see this from the very beginning in Genesis 1-2. In a few moments we will see it again in the New Testament when it comes to re-creation, or regeneration, the Spirit bringing new life!
Interpretation
	So what does all this mean? What does this mean with respect to the Holy Spirit?  Earlier I mentioned that the Spirit is an important part of salvation, that God’s plan for redeeming creation involves sending his Son for humanity and his Spirit to humanity.  In NT terms, in salvation terms, the Spirit brings new life.  What we’ve also seen is that the Spirit was involved in bringing life from the very beginning!
	We just finished a long series looking at Jesus.  Some of you may remember that in John 1 we are told that the Word, the Son of God, was involved in creation.  In Colossians 1 Paul tells us that all things that have been created were created through the Son.  So we have seen how the Son was involved in creation. Now, we also see that the Spirit was involved in creation too!
	Not only was the Spirit involved in creation, but the Spirit had a special role in the creation of humanity in the image of God.  The description of God forming man’s body out of dust contains the imagery of a potter working clay.  There is a connection between the craftsman and his creation. “God as the Artist is bonded to his work.” [Waltke, p. 85]  There is a relationship here of craftsman to material. [Kidner, p. 60]  But then the Artist does something unexpected. The Artist deepens the relationship, breathing into his creation.  This is “warmly personal, with the face-to-face intimacy of a kiss.” [Kidner, p. 60] This is not just an act of making, it is an act of self-giving on the part of God. [Kidner, p. 60] This is part of God’s very nature- to be self-giving out of love for his creation.  He makes man’s body out of pre-created matter, but the life he brings is given directly from himself. [Owen, p. 57] From the very beginning God has been giving of himself to humans for them to live.
	And this is not the only instance in the OT of this idea.  Job 33:4 reads, “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”  Remember what we said about the breath of God- it is a reference to his Spirit!  Psalm 104: 29-30, speaking of all creatures, tells how when God takes their breath away from them they die but when he sends his Spirit they are created.  So the Spirit of God, the breath of God has a role not only in original creation, but also in sustaining creation.
	What does it mean, then, that we have the gift of life?  What does it mean that God breathed into us by his Spirit?  This is related to being created in the image of God.  I have often wondered what it means to be created in his image. Certainly it does not mean we look like God!  So what does it mean? This is another cool thing I learned working on this sermon.  In the Ancient Near East, the idea of an image is more than just a picture or resemblance.  Part of being made in the image of God means being “made like God so that God can communicate himself to people.” [Waltke, p. 65]  But an image also represents the presence of the original.  This is why in the Ancient Near East idols were so prevalent. It was believed that the image bore the life of the god.  So by putting an idol somewhere, like in a temple or your home, you were bringing the presence of that god into the temple or your home.  Furthermore, it was believed that kings bore the image of different gods.  That meant that the life of the god was present in the king, who then ruled through that god’s power and authority. The king ruled as a representative of the god and were ultimately responsible to that god for the care of their people. [Waltke, p. 65]
	Now apply that concept to God creating us in his image and breathing his breath into us.  Drawing on the idol idea, or the kingly idea, we contain the life of God in us! That means that we represent God.  In Genesis 1:28, God gives man dominion over creation- that is, he delegates authority to rule to man created in his image! This means we are responsible to God for how we have cared for his creation.  Part of being created in God’s image means being his representatives when it comes to care for the earth.
	But this also connects to ideas in the NT for what it means to be Christians!  Remember, we’ve talked a number of times about how being a Christian means reflecting God’s glory to the world. We are his ambassadors. That is, we are his representatives to the world.  This is very similar to the OT idea of being an image. In Genesis we are told that God breathed his Spirit into us as part of creating us in his image. We have his life in us.  In the NT, we are told that the Spirit brings new life to us. In fact, Jesus breathes on the Twelve and tells them to receive the Holy Spirit! [John 20:22]  God the Son breathes on people and once again there is life!  We have new life in us and are again to serve as God’s representatives, we are his image again with new life.  Ephesians 4:24 and Colossians 3:10 both speak of being re-created or renewed in the image of our Creator.
	So we see there is a parallel work of the Spirit in the Old and New Testaments, in the old creation and the new creation. In the old creation, God breathes his Spirit into us to give us life in order for us to be his image in the world, ruling as his representatives.  In the new creation, we put on the new self through the Spirit so we are transformed into God’s image [again] to be his representatives in the world, bringing the triumphal good news of salvation.
Now Apply It
	Now comes the application. How is this useful?  Why do we need to know this?  First, it helps us understand what it means to be human.  Humans are a unity of spiritual and physical. God made us out of physical components of creation- “dust of the earth.”  But we are also spiritual beings, coming to life when God breathed his Spirit into us.  We are not spiritual creatures trapped in a body, nor are we merely physical creatures. This counters both New Age claims that we are god and atheistic claims that we are merely the random collection of molecules and atoms.
	Second, this expands our understanding of the Holy Spirit.  It is easy to think that the Spirit merely arrived on the scene at Pentecost. But when we take a closer look, we see the Spirit has been active in the world since the dawn of creation. In fact, the Spirit was vital to creation!
	The Spirit’s role in original creation is being revisited in the new creation, too.  The work of the Spirit in creation was to bring life.  Now the Spirit’s work is to bring new life through Christ.  The result of the Spirit bringing life in old creation was that we were made in the image of God. The result of the Spirit bringing new life is that we recapture the image of God once again.  Once again we serve as his image, his representatives, in a fallen world.
	As we gain a better understanding of the Spirit, my hope is that it will lead to thanksgiving and praise.  The Spirit is not an impersonal force working in the universe. Rather, the Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, complete with power and a will.  We owe the Spirit thanks and praise for bringing us life just as we owe Christ thanks and praise for redeeming us and making new life possible.
	The culture around us is increasingly interested in the spiritual.  There is more and more talk about the spiritual and being spiritual, but rarely does it have anything to do with the Spirit of God.  If we want to reach the people around us, we need to know more about God’s Spirit so we can help people by tapping into their spiritual hunger.  We also live in a culture increasingly concerned with the environment, or creation.  Today we have seen that God’s Spirit is intimately tied to creation and that God’s gift of his Spirit to us has implications for creation and our care of it.  Christian spirituality can and should address many of the questions of people around us.
	The Holy Spirit is the “new” Comforter sent in Jesus’ place.  We are correct to seek Jesus, to preach Jesus and to commit to Jesus. But we are missing something when we leave out seeking the Spirit, preaching the Spirit and cooperating with the work of the Spirit in us.  The Spirit brings the new life of Christianity.  We need to seek the Spirit, pray for it and long for it. That means learning about the Spirit so we recognize it when it arrives and so we know where to look for it to begin with!
	“Take away the Spirit from the gospel, and you render it a dead letter; of no more use to Christians than the Old Testament is of to the Jews.” [Owen, p. 23] We must not fall into the trap of taking the Spirit away from the good news of Jesus!  We must not lose the Spirit in our worship, or our understanding.  The Spirit is the key to the Christian walk.
To do:  This week, pray for the Spirit. Pray for a better understanding of the Spirit. Pray for an experience of the Spirit. Pray to the Spirit to work in you to recreate you in the image of God and to bring you new life. Amen.


Communion: [Matthew 26:26-29]
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

