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Introduction
	Imagine, for a moment, being a brand new Christian convert.  Imagine that a group of travelling evangelists and missionaries have come to your city and you’ve heard the gospel for the first time.  Their message was powerful, as they explained how the Saviour came suffer and die in our place and was raised from the dead!  Many people have responded to this evangelistic crusade, including you.  In fact, not only have you responded, but you’ve actually invited the missionary and his companions to come stay at your house!  It’s wonderful being able to talk with them even “after hours,” over meals and during the week when they’re not at the local church.
	Then, one day you hear noise coming down the street.  You look out your front door and see mob heading down the street!  You hustle back inside and gather your family, hoping the mob will continue past your house.  Unfortunately, though, not only does the mob stop right in front of your home, but they begin banging on your door!  You open the door and go outside to see what they want, and they seize you and your family. They ask you about the missionaries staying at your house, but they’re not home right now.  So the mob takes you and some other new converts and carry you down to the court house.  There you are accused of harbouring terrorists!  The judge agrees that these missionaries are dangerous people, guilty of stirring up trouble.  As a result, you are told you have to post bond and promise to keep the peace or else your whole family will face prison and potentially even execution!
	As a new Christian, what do you think that would do to your faith?  How do you think you would have responded to such a situation as a new believer?  Even as a mature believer, what do you think this would do to your faith, your understanding of God?  This is exactly what happened to Jason and some other Christians in Thessalonica when Paul, Silas and some other Christians first brought the good news of Jesus to that city.  
	Let’s take a closer look at what happened.  We will use our coin tool, examining the context of our passage, making observations, drawing interpretations and closing with now apply it.
Context
	Our passage falls partway through Paul’s second missionary journey.  Paul, Silas and Timothy have just left Philippi, where Paul and Silas were wrongfully imprisoned overnight but where the jailor and his household came to know Christ after an earthquake.  Leaving Philippi, they followed a major Roman road and passed through two cities, Amphipolis and Apollonia.  They didn’t stay in either of these cities, but continued on to Thessalonica, which was the capital city of the Roman province Macedonia.  We are told in verse 1 that there was a Jewish synagogue in Thessalonica, and that Paul’s custom was to teach in the synagogue when he arrived in a new city.  It also suggests that one reason he and his companions merely “passed through” Amphipolis and Apollonia is that these cities didn’t have synagogues, not having enough Jews in the city to plant one.  [Matthew Henry, Acts to Revelation, p. 218]  (Actually, that had been the situation in Philippi which is why Paul found Lydia and the other women outside the city praying by the river.)
	Paul always took the gospel to Jews first.  That is why he always began his ministry in the local synagogue.  Wherever he went, at least some Jews believed.  In addition, in most synagogues there were also God-fearing Gentiles- those who worshipped God but had not taken the steps to become Jewish themselves.  These God-fearing Gentiles or God-fearing Greeks were often even more receptive to the gospel because the good news of Jesus is that any of us can be reconciled to God through him, not just Jews.  So while Paul’s custom was to begin in the synagogue, the result was that non-Jews and Jews both became Christians.   That is what happened here in Thessalonica too.
Observations
	Now let’s make some observations from the text itself.  We’ve already seen that Paul went to the synagogue first.  What happened there?  Over the course of three Sabbaths, Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ has to duffer and rise from the dead.” First notice that Paul “reasoned” with them. It is important to note that reason and Christianity go hand in hand, they are not enemies of one another!  His reasoning took the form of “explaining and proving.”  When presenting the gospel, it is necessary to explain it and to give reasons or evidence for its truthfulness.  
	Second, notice that Paul reasoned with them “from the Scriptures.”  What does that mean?  Remember, Paul was doing his missionary work long before the books of the NT were written.  In fact, his letter to these very same Thessalonians might be the first book of the NT written, and it was written after he left and went to Berea!  So what does it mean that he reasoned with them from the Scriptures?  Paul explained and proved the gospel from the Old Testament.
	How many of us could explain the gospel from the OT?  How many of us know where in the OT it talks about the Messiah, the saviour, having to suffer and die and then rise again?  We need to know our OT’s better.  We should be impressed that Paul was able to do this.  We should also see that there is no division between the message of the Old Testament and the New.  Sometimes people fall into a trap of thinking that the God of the OT is different, harsher or meaner than the God of the New.  Sometimes people think that the NT replaces the OT.  But we can see here that this clearly is not the case!  Paul didn’t come to Thessalonica and preach a new message breaking away from the OT.  He came preaching the OT, but with a new clarity and understanding of it.  The New Testament doesn’t replace the Old Testament, it fulfils the Old Testament and helps us understand it.
	The message that Paul was preaching was that the Messiah must suffer and be raised from the dead. This ran counter to the Jewish expectations of the Messiah, as we’ve talked about numerous times. The Jews expected the Messiah to come as a military leader who would save them from their oppressors, the Romans.  They never expected him to suffer and die. This was an expectation Jesus had to deal with a lot during his ministry as well.  This is why he frequently told people, especially demons possessing people, not to announce that he was the Messiah. The expectations at the time were so wrong it would only lead to problems if he used that title before his work on the cross was done.	
	In his preaching, Paul not only showed that it might be possible that Jesus was the Messiah even though he suffered, but that it was absolutely necessary that the Messiah suffer and be raised. [Henry, p. 218]  He radically altered their understanding of the role of the Messiah and then he showed that Jesus has fulfilled that mission.  Jesus suffered to purchase redemption and was raised to apply redemption. [Henry, p. 219]
	Paul was very persuasive!  We are told that some of the Jews were persuaded, along with a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women, also likely Greek.  Not only did they believe, but we are told that they “joined” Paul and Silas.  “Those that believe in Jesus Christ come into communion [or community] with his faithful ministers and associate with them.” [Henry, p. 219]
What was the secret to Paul’s success?  To answer that, let’s consider Paul’s first letter written to these same Christians after he was forced to leave the city.  1 Thessalonians 1:5 reads, “… our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.”  It was not just his persuasive arguments, but the power of the Holy Spirit that worked in the hearts of his listeners.  Paul, Silas and the others lived among them for a time. Their words were supported by the power of the Holy Spirit as well as their life style.
	We are not given details as to what this power looked like.  We know in other places Paul healed the sick, cast out demons and even raised a dead man!  What we do know is that even Paul’s enemies acknowledged the radical effect his ministry had on people and on communities.  And that radical change was threatening to some, which is why they made trouble.
	Before we move on to that, though, notice that Luke goes out of his way to show that the church in Thessalonica was quite diverse. There were Jews, Greeks and prominent women in the church there! Luke often points out the response of women to the gospel or to Jesus directly.  The description we find of the early church is one of racial and gender diversity.  That Luke mentions women so frequently is radical for his culture.  We should always remember that when we think about the church today and the roles women play in the church.  
	The good news of Jesus is good news for all, including or especially for women.  Many religions, including Judaism to a degree, are guilty of elevating the status of men over that of women.  Christianity levels the playing field, making salvation and a relationship with God equally available to women and men.  Christianity also elevates the position of women in terms of the requirements it puts on men.  
I remember a conversation I had with Wachira Ngamau, the leader of PACE, our partners in Kenya.  He said that in their evangelistic work they expect to see women converts, but not many men. When I asked him why, he said it is because of the expectations for morality that Christianity puts on men compared to other religions, especially tribal religions.  Christian men are expected to be faithful to one wife, to help raise the children and to be loving and caring towards their wives.  Those are much higher expectations for men than many religions.  You can understand why many women are attracted to Christianity! Not only do they get to have a relationship with Jesus themselves, not dependent upon their husband, but their marriage and home life would be radically changed as well.
What was the result of this radical movement in Thessalonica?  We are told that some of the Jews got jealous.  They were jealous that the God-fearing Greeks probably left the synagogue.  They were jealous that all of these Gentiles were being told they could have access to God too. They were jealous that these new believers didn’t have to follow Jewish laws.  They were jealous that their Messiah was being offered to everyone, not just them.  They were jealous of the success of Paul, one of their own.
As a result, they found some thugs, formed a mob and started a riot.  It’s interesting- they couldn’t refute Paul’s arguments. They couldn’t argue with the changes and transformations happening in people’s lives.  They couldn’t poke holes in Paul’s lifestyle.  So they resorted to violence and allied themselves with the last people we would imagine- Gentiles with bad reputations from the marketplace!
They lead the mob to where Paul and Silas were staying, the house of Jason.  When they didn’t find Paul and Silas, they took Jason and some others, we don’t know whom.  I hesitate to think what their plans were for Paul and Silas, but they took Jason and the others to the city council where they accused them of harbouring radicals and terrorists, charges likely to get Jason executed!  They refer to Paul and Silas’ ministry.  They say in the NIV that they have “caused trouble all over the world.” The Greek literally says, “They have turned the whole world upside down!”  Their charge against Paul and Silas is reminiscent of the charge the Sanhedrin brought against Jesus when they took him to Pilate- that they are claiming there is another king other than Caesar. (see John 18:33-35)
These charges were serious.  The Caesars were notorious for dealing violently with anybody who claimed to be king or lord.  Thessalonica was the provincial capital and very proud of their ties to Rome. They would have been very protective of Roman authority and that is probably why they were thrown into a turmoil when they heard these charges.  They made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. We don’t know the details of the bond, but likely it included keeping the peace.  In order to keep the peace, the brothers in Thessalonica decided to ship Paul and Silas out of town that night.  They didn’t want to give the jealous Jews another chance to start a riot.
Paul and Silas head down the road to another city, Berea.  There, like their usual custom, they go to the synagogue and preach about Jesus.  Notice the different response in Berea.  Luke says that the Bereans were “of more noble character” than the Thessalonians.  What does that look like? When they heard Paul’s message, they received it eagerly.  Then, they took their own copies of the Scriptures and investigated Paul’s words for themselves.  The Greek word for “examined” is a legal word, referring to judicial investigations. This is the word used when Herod investigated Jesus [Luke 23:14-15], when the Sanhedrin investigated Peter and John in Jerusalem [Acts 4:9], and when Felix investigated Paul [Acts 24:8]. [John Stott, The Message of Acts, p. 273] They did this daily, not just on the Sabbath, and tested Paul’s words to see if they were true.  Paul reasoned from the Scriptures, so they turned to those same passages, examined the context, considered the scope and meaning of the text and then compared those passages to others, examined whether Paul’s conclusions were natural and correct, and then considered his arguments based on those conclusions and determined for themselves if what he said was true. [Henry, p. 222]
Observe that the gospel stands up to scrutiny.  The gospel is not an enemy of reason nor afraid to be subjected to inspection.  Notice, as well, that the listeners investigated for themselves, they didn’t just leave it up to the synagogue leaders to investigate for them.  They looked it up for themselves to be better acquainted with the truth!  Their excitement at the message fuelled their investigation of the truth of the message.  As a result, the spiritual harvest was even greater than in Thessalonica.  We are told that in Berea many Jews believed, not just some, a number of prominent Greek women compared to “not a few,” and many Greek men, not just a large number.
When word of this made its way back to Thessalonica, the same Jews who made trouble there came down to Berea to make trouble for Paul and Silas again.  In Berea they agitated the crowds and stirred them up again.  Once again, Paul and Silas had to leave town.  Observe, however, that it was not the response of the Jews in Berea, but those back in Thessalonica. Two things come to mind. First, the greater response among the Jews in Berea may have meant that those who didn’t believe didn’t have the power to stir up the crowds.  Second, how angry must the Jews in Thessalonica have been to have made the journey to another city just to get rid of Paul and Silas?!?
Interpretation
	Now that we’ve made some observations, what conclusions can we draw? What can we learn from this passage? What interpretations can we make?  The first thing I want to zero in on is what we already mentioned from Paul’s letter, 1 Thess 1:5, “… our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.”  When we read about Paul’s missionary success in Acts, it’s easy to wonder how he did it.  We would love to see the same kind of results today with our evangelism or missionary work.  What we cannot forget is that Paul’s ministry was a ministry of words accompanied by power and the Holy Spirit.  That is what led to the deep conviction.  The Spirit set Paul and Barnabas aside for special work in Acts 13:2. In Acts 16 the Spirit leads Paul and Silas to Macedonia.  The Spirit was at work throughout Paul’s ministry.  So when we study the effects or the fruits of Paul’s missionary work, we are really studying the effects of the Holy Spirit.
	So what conclusions can we draw about the Holy Spirit?  First, notice that Paul had regular practices, like going to the synagogue first.  Also, notice that even though Paul was filled with the Spirit and his ministry was filled with the power of the Spirit, Paul still reasoned, explained and proved his message from scripture.  What we learn from this is that the Spirit uses seemingly mundane means to accomplish ministry. When the Spirit comes, it isn’t all flash and no substance.  There is a lot of substance, as we see in Paul’s reasoning, explaining and proving.  The gospel is not the enemy of reason and it stands up to scrutiny. The same can be said of the work of the Spirit.  The Spirit is not the enemy of reason and the Spirit stands up to scrutiny.  Anytime somebody says a ministry is of the Spirit, but that ministry doesn’t want to be scrutinized, tested or investigated, be very suspicious!  Similarly, if somebody’s ministry doesn’t make sense, or goes against scripture, don’t let them use the excuse “It’s of the Spirit.”
	In fact, the Spirit’s work is to bring understanding.  The Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, so he’s not afraid of reason or investigation.  “The witness of the Spirit to the objective truth of the gospel is the fundamental factor in personal faith.” [JI Packer, “The Witness of the Spirit: The Puritan Teaching,” in The Puritan Papers Vol 1, p. 19]  The Spirit brings new understanding, or new “sight” to spiritual realities.  Yes, there is reasoning behind the certainty of faith, but there is more to it than just that- there is spiritual illumination coming from contact with the things known. [pic] “Faith… begins with the mind, with belief in the truth of the gospel message.  It results from spiritual illumination. In illumination, the Spirit both enlightens the mind, making it capable of receiving spiritual things, and impresses on the mind the objective reality of those things of which the world of God bears witness.” [Packer, p. 18]
	Faith begins with belief. Belief is the result of the Spirit bringing understanding.  The Spirit convinces us of the truth and puts us in touch with the reality of Christ.  The Spirit also convicts us of sin, convincing us of the truth of our need for a saviour.  The Spirit works on our hearts- our wills, desires, imaginations and intellects, to bring them into conformity with God’s heart.  That is the work of conversion.  Faith is a work of the Spirit.
	Wherever there is faith, there is the Spirit.  Wherever there is conversion, there is the work of the Spirit.  I don’t want to dismiss the work of the Spirit during times of “normal” church life and ministry.  However, when the Spirit comes in power, as it did in Thessalonica and throughout the early church, we see dramatic responses to the truth of the gospel.  That is what the jealous Jews saw and referred to as “turning the world upside down.”  Today, in the West, the church is not doing a whole lot of “turning the world upside down.”  That tends to be the exception to the rule. In the early church, though, it was the usual experience.
	Today, we would refer to this as “revival.”  I know for some people the word revival is an uncomfortable word. It brings up thoughts of tent meetings, hokey old fashioned music and sweaty preachers with southern accents!  But that’s not what I’m talking about at all!  The word revival means new life.  Revival is related to the word revitalize.  When we think of revitalizing a neighbourhood, that’s a good thing. When we think of revitalizing a church, that’s a good thing.  The word revival carries the same meaning.
	What we read about throughout the NT is a powerful outpouring of the Spirit very similar to revival.  [Martin Lloyd-Jones, “Revival: An Historical and Theological Survey” in The Puritan Papers Vol. 1, p. 308] Revival, however, means brining new life where old life has dried up.  It means bringing back life, implying life was there before but it has gone.  In the NT, we read about the first spread of the gospel. This means that wherever Paul went, there were no Christians there yet (usually).  So the work of the Spirit in Paul’s ministry was bringing spiritual life for the first time.  Since then, however, revival comes first to Christians who are sleepy, not to non-Christians.
Revival means revitalizing Christians, not making new Christians. When revival comes, the church is revitalized. People find new illumination about spiritual things. They are given new passion for spiritual things.  They are convicted of their sin in a deep way and turn to God in repentance.  “Suddenly the power of the Spirit comes upon [Christians] and they are brought into a new and more profound awareness of the truths that they had previously held intellectually, and perhaps at a deeper level too. They are humbled, they are convicted of sin, they are terrified at themselves.” [Lloyd-Jones, p. 296] As a result of this new life in the church, many non-believers are brought in.  Just as Paul and Silas’ lifestyle was part of their testimony, when Christians are given new spiritual life, when their faith is revitalized, their lifestyle changes draw a lot of attention and people are drawn to Christ who had no interest in him before.
Unfortunately, due to the writings of some evangelists in the 1800’s like Charles G. Finney, we’ve confused the word “revival” for the word “evangelistic campaign.” [Lloyd-Jones, p. 300]  Now, when we hear revival we think evangelistic campaign. That is, we think about non-Christians becoming Christians. But revival is not really about that at all. Revival is about Christians getting a dose of the Spirit’s power and having their faith boosted dramatically and powerfully, the result of which is that many non-Christians also become Christians.  
When the Spirit moves in power, the world is turned upside down.  This is a case of the Kingdom of God pushing out the Kingdom of the Devil, the god of this Age. [Henry, p. 220] When the Spirit comes in power, bringing new life to God’s people, social structures are turned on their heads.  Jews and Gentiles worship together.  Blacks and whites worship together. Liberals and conservatives worship together. When revival comes, the good news of Christ so consumes his people that they cannot help but read the Scriptures daily, as the Bereans did, to see that the gospel is true.  The joy of the truth of the gospel leads them to respond in worship and pray. That worship may take the form of music, but as often as not the response also takes the form of reconciliation between enemies, the forgiveness of old grievances, feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, healing the sick and visiting prisoners!
But, unfortunately, not everybody responds to the Spirit positively. Whenever the Spirit comes and starts to change people and societies, there are those who like the way things were. The Spirit often ticks people off and they respond in anger.  Notice those in Thessalonica who not only chased Paul and Silas out of their own city, but they even followed them to Berea to do it again!  Who is it that seems to respond so poorly to the Spirit?  Take note that it is the religiously observant and conservative along with the bad characters in the marketplace.
It is sad but true that those who think of themselves as already on good terms with God and therefore better than others are some of the worst when it comes to rejecting the Spirit.  They don’t think they need to repent, they don’t think they’re sinful, so they resent the implication that they are. They also get jealous of all these other people who are repenting and seeming to find new life in God.  So they reject it all and respond in anger. 
They find their unexpected allies on the other end of the social spectrum- those of bad character. These people reject the religiously vibrant because they, too, don’t want to be reminded of their need to repent. They may not think they’re close to God, in fact they probably deny God, but they resent being told they need to change.
To stretch the text a little bit, today those “in the marketplace” are also likely to respond negatively to revival. Why? Because when revival comes, the revitalized stop chasing material wealth. The longing that so many try to fill with wealth and material security is finally filled by the Spirit. This is threatening to our entire “way of life” built in the purchase and sale of “stuff.”  And so the marketplace also gets angry at revitalized Christians who don’t want to play their game of buying more stuff to be happier, finding they’re no happier so they buy more stuff to make them happier.
When people reject the Spirit and the people the Spirit is filling, it results in persecution and suffering for the Christians.  Look at Jason.  He was a brand new Christian and his faith lead him to being dragged into court by a mob!  He and his friends had to post bond. I’m sure they feared for their lives.  I bet they had enemies in the city for years after that. But all that difficulty paled in comparison to the joy they found in Christ.  Their faith and the joy and assurance that came with it made the persecution well worth it!
Now Apply It
	So how do we apply this?  What are we to do with this?  I know we’re getting long, but I’m sure you’ve been finding application along the way.  First, the work of the Spirit is to bring new understanding and that comes through Scripture.  This comes from reasoning from Scripture on the part of preachers as well as investigating scripture on our own as listeners.  My preaching “should be both scriptural and rational” [Henry, p. 218] if it is to conform to the work of the Spirit.  We must all be looking at Scripture to make sure what I am saying is true. But in finding the truth, we should also find joy- the gospel being good news!  Reason, proof, and investigation do not quench the Spirit. In fact, they are some of the very tools the Spirit uses to bring illumination and new life!
	Revival is not evangelism.  Revival begins with us- Christians.  When the Spirit comes and we submit to him, humbling ourselves in repentance, we find our faith revitalized.  That new, revitalized faith will result in others coming to Christ because the power of the Spirit will be filling us to overflowing. We won’t be able to help talking about the hope we’ve found and the reason for it.  That will draw others to Christ and the Spirit will work in them too.
	When the Spirit comes in power, the result is that Christ’s people turn the world upside down!  Whose world have you turned upside down?  Has your own world been turned upside down by Christ?  Whose world has our church turned upside down?
	I don’t think the list of people would be long. We need the Spirit! We need revival. We need new spiritual life in us by the power of the Spirit, beginning with spiritual illumination.  One way to measure how much we’ve done to turn our world upside down is to count how many people we’ve ticked off along the way.  Is our church making anybody angry?  Are we interfering with anybody’s life in a way that testifies to Christ’s good news?
	I’m not saying that every time the church makes somebody mad it must be the Spirit. Not at all! We have to look at who we’re making angry and why!  But the Spirit does bring revival, we need to be prepares that not everybody will respond well and that the negative responses will come from both those who claim to be Christians and those who want nothing to do with Christ.
	But in the end, revival is worth it.  When the Spirit comes in power and with deep conviction, lives are changed, churches grow and communities are transformed.  What is the Spirit doing in you?  Are you seeking the Spirit? Are you seeking new spiritual illumination?  Are you making use of the tools the Spirit uses, like investigating Scripture on your own?  Are you praying for the Spirit to bring you new life?  Because that’s what we need!  We need it as individual Christ followers. We need it as a church. God knows our city needs it.
To do: That is our to do this week- to pray for the Spirit to come in power upon us.  Don’t pray that the Spirit will come on “them” or “those people.”  Pray that the Spirit will come on you, yourself. Pray for the Spirit’s work in your own heart and in our church. He is the Spirit that transforms people, communities and the world.  He turns them upside down.  Amen.


