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Sermon:
Introduction
	Today we are going to do something that I have never done in over 10 years of preaching. We are not going to open our Bibles and read a passage together!  We are not going to work through a passage of scripture together. I am not going to exegete the text for you. Why? Because we are not looking at a single passage today.  Rather, we are going to examine a question together, “Who is this Jesus?” Looking back over the last 9 months we are going to talk about what we’ve learned about Jesus and how that helps us answer the question of who he is.
	I want to pause for a moment before we begin.  I want you to think of somebody who has influenced your life in a positive way.  Perhaps an aunt or uncle, or maybe a teacher or friend.  Maybe it is a grandparent or even an ancestor you didn’t meet. Maybe somebody who moved your family to Canada or to Ontario.  Maybe you had a mentor who invested in you, or a boss who gave you opportunities and responsibilities you didn’t expect.  Whoever it is, think of a person who has had a strong influence on your life. At some point along the way, you followed them. Maybe you followed their advice, maybe you followed them moving somewhere, maybe you followed them in your job.  Whatever it is, you followed them and their leadership influenced your life for the better.  What was that person like? What was your relationship like?  Did you know them well?  If you could talk to them today, what would you tell them about how they influenced your path?  Would you follow them again?
	Sometimes the people who influence us are people we know well. Sometimes they are a degree or two removed from us, influencing us from afar.  No matter the connection, their influence on us means we are in some kind of relationship with them. Perhaps it’s a personal relationship, or perhaps it’s a distant family relationship, either way it’s a relationship.  When we stop to think about how this person has influenced us, it helps us appreciate them more.  It reminds us of what they’ve done for us and who they are or were as a person.  In the same way, it is healthy for us to periodically stop and think about the influence Jesus has had on us. It helps us appreciate who he is and what he’s done for us. That is not limited to our own salvation, but includes the influence he has had on our world and our society.
	Along with that, there is also great value in stopping to think about who Jesus is, what he was like while here on earth.  Not only has he had a tremendous influence on us, but he also calls us to follow him.  Whenever somebody asks you to follow them, it is prudent to figure out who they are, what they are like, and ask yourself whether or not they are a person worthy of following. You don’t want to just follow anybody.  You should only follow those who are trustworthy and are capable of leading you someplace good that you want to go.
The Question
	Throughout is time here on earth, many people wrestled with the question of who Jesus was.  Throughout the Gospels, we even find this very question on different people’s lips.  In Mark 4:41 the disciples ask “Who is this? Even the wind and waves obey him!”  They were in the process of crossing the Sea of Galilee when a storm came up that threatened to sink their boat even though many of the disciples were seasoned fishermen. They were already following Jesus, but when he calmed the storm with a word, they realized that he was more than even they thought he was!  They were forced to review the question of Jesus’ identity because they saw his miraculous power in a startling way.
	In Luke we find a different group asking this question. In Luke 5:21 and again in Luke 7:49 the Pharisees and teachers of the law ask “Who is this who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  The context in the first case was that some friends brought a man who was lame to Jesus to be healed. In order to get the man to Jesus they had to lower him through a hole they dug in the roof of the house Jesus was teaching in.  Jesus’ first words to him were not about healing him, but forgiving sins.  In the second instance, Jesus was eating at Simon’s house and a woman with a “reputation” anointed his feet with perfume.  When Simon was offended that Jesus allowed the woman to touch him, Jesus told a parable of forgiveness. Then he forgave the woman’s sins.  The Pharisees and teachers of the law rightly knew that only God can forgive sins, so Jesus’ comments prompted them to ask as well, “Who is this?”  In contrast to the disciples, they were coming from a position of doubt.  They doubted that Jesus could live up to his words. They doubted that he could truly forgive sins as he said he could because that would imply that he was God. No sane person could claim that unless it was true.  He had to be crazy, demon-possessed or a liar and blasphemer.  Or, he could be right.  They didn’t like that option, so they went with one of the others.
	Even John the Baptist wrestled with the question of who Jesus is (Luke 7:20).  From prison, he sent men to Jesus to ask if he was the one they were waiting for, or if they should wait for another.  John had known Jesus was the one, but his circumstances in life caused him to ask again.   He believed, but even he seems to have had moments of doubt because Jesus was not acting as he expected.
	The last specific example of someone asking “Who is he?” comes in John 9:36.  In this case, Jesus healed a man born blind.  Jesus made mud for his eyes and told him to wash it off, so the blind man never actually saw Jesus. He was questioned by the Pharisees because Jesus healed him on the Sabbath and he could not identify Jesus. Later Jesus finds him again and asks if he knows “The Son of Man.”  The healed man replies, “Who is he, sir?  Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  Here the man is coming from a place of faith, asking who Jesus is so that he can believe in him.
	So we have four different situations in which someone may ask “Who is this Jesus?”  The first is the case of Christ-followers who gain a new depth of understanding into who he is, realizing that he is far greater than they previously understood.  That is, the learning believer. [four lines trigger at once] The second is that of the religiously devout who doubt who Jesus is because he claims to be God by forgiving people’s sins.  This is the sceptic, the disbeliever.  The third case is that of a believer who has doubts when things are going badly.  This is the perspective of the suffering believer. The fourth is that of the seeker who wants to know who Jesus is so he can follow him. 
	As you can see, there are a variety of ways one can approach the question of the identity of Jesus, who is he?  Even dedicated believers who have seen miracles can have those “aha” moments when they come to realize who Jesus is on an even deeper level. It is important that we never stop learning and investigating as Christians.
	There are also those who don’t believe.  Some choose not to believe because Jesus’ claims are too outrageous.  They want to limit his identity to that of a good teacher, a moral prophet or even just a good man. But as we will explore later, Jesus doesn’t leave us that option with the claims he makes.
	There are still others who believe, who want to believe, who want Jesus to be the one, but their circumstances in life are such that doubt creeps in.  I think we should take note that it was the great John the Baptist who had doubts about Jesus’ identity!  He was in prison and facing death.  We should not be too hard on those who face despair and in that despair need encouragement and reassurance as to who Jesus is.
	There are also those who want to know who Jesus is because they want to believe. They want to follow Jesus. They want to have a relationship with him. They want Jesus in their life. Perhaps they have already experienced some of his healing power. Perhaps they are still looking to be healed. But we must always be ready to share with the seeker who Jesus is and what he has done for us because it may be the introduction they need in order to know who Jesus is and to believe in him.
Aspects of Jesus
	So who is Jesus? What is his identity?  What have we learned about him?  Jesus was a radical when it came to his culture.  Jesus dared to touch the unclean, those who were diseased, those from whom others fled.  Jesus touched lepers, people who had not been touched in years, and in doing so he not only addressed their physical need for healing, but also their emotional need for healing.  Jesus’ treatment of lepers with grace, love and dignity has had a tremendous influence on the Western World. It is because of Jesus’ willingness to touch the unclean that Christians started to minister to the sick, including lepers and ultimately why hospitals came to be.  Over the past two thousand years, countless Christians have been moved by Jesus’ love and have personally risked life and limb (literally) in order to minister to the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of lepers.  That same attitude shapes the Christian view of sickness and has led to hospitals being built and maintained.  That is why so many hospitals have Christian names, like St Jo’s. 
	Jesus was a radical when it came to sinners, to those whose lives of sin were well known in the community. We already mentioned the woman who anointed his feet at Simon’s house. You may recall that Simon himself had failed to welcome Jesus properly in an attempt to embarrass, challenge or shame Jesus. The woman loved Jesus and moved to honour him in response to the insult offered by Simon. The expected response of a religious leader would have been to pull away in horror and to send the woman away. Instead, Jesus blessed the woman and honoured her in front of all the guests while also claiming the power to forgive sins, which sent the guests muttering because only God can forgive sins!
	Jesus was radical when it came to the treatment of women, too. He allowed Mary to sit at his feet as a student, a full-fledged disciple.  When a woman caught in adultery was brought to him for judgement, he managed to uphold the law while also removing its penalty.  In the sight of the crowd and in the presence of the Roman garrison at the Temple, he skilfully avoided the Pharisees’ trap while saving the life of a young girl.  He upheld the law by affirming her offense and sentencing her to be stoned, but he removed the penalty by challenging them that he who was without sin should cast the first stone.  The elders in the crowd knew they could not claim to be sinless, so they slipped away one by one. Interestingly, there was one there who was without sin and would have been able to cast that first stone, Jesus himself! But he chose to withhold the penalty of he sin, knowing he would be taking it upon himself in the near future.
	Jesus was even a radical when it came to children. Jewish culture was better with children than Greek and Roman culture.  In those two cultures children were not valued and unwanted children were left to die of exposure.  But even in Jewish culture, children were not valued the way they are today. Jesus welcomed children into his lap to bless them and pray for them.  He used children as examples of the greatest in the kingdom of God and how to accept God’s authority. It was Jesus’ influence that lead to the founding of orphanages and Sunday School.  You may recall that the first Sunday School classes, begun in the late 1700’s, were actually filling the role that public school takes today.  In those days children worked all week and were only off on Sunday. It was Christians who took the initiative to work with these children on Sundays to teach them to read and write and get an education previously unavailable to them. It was also Christians who worked for legislation to end child labour.
	Jesus himself began life as a child.  That is surprising given that he is God incarnate. It is startling that the creator and sustainer of the universe would empty himself and humble himself to the point of being a helpless baby, trusting completely two young people who were about to get married.  We looked at the fact that, as a child, Jesus was foretold.  God approached two righteous young people, Joseph and Mary, and told them about the child that was to come through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus was born out of wedlock, adopted by Joseph and raised by him.  These were two good young people who served God by facing the whispers, looks and allegations of their neighbours when Mary got pregnant during their betrothal.  They suffered because of their obedience to God!
	Jesus was also sought by the Magi from the East, the spiritual descendants of the prophet Daniel.  We looked at the two different reasons Jesus was sought. The Magi wanted to worship him. Herod sought him in order to kill him!  
	We studied how Jesus’ birth was celebrated by Simeon and Anna at the temple, both under the power of the Spirit. Jesus was made subject to the Law in order to fulfil the Law. The response of Simeon and Anna was two-fold: praising God and proclaiming the news to others.
	We had our mental images of Christmas challenged when we read about how the angels and then the shepherds proclaimed Jesus’ birth.  We learned that houses in that region are built with the intent keeping animals inside at night and that the manger was likely a manger dug in the floor of the living room of a house, not a stable.  The shepherds who found Jesus saw no need to take him and his family home with them to improve their living quarters.  The shepherds set us an example too, they heard about Jesus, investigated for themselves, responded to him and them proclaimed him to others.
	Jesus was fully human. Not only did we consider his birth as a child, but we considered his full humanity as a grown a man. We saw that he got tired and thirsty, having to sit down on the well and asking a Samaritan woman for a drink. He had to pay taxes and even cook his own breakfast. No miraculous feedings for lunch every day!  He went from being the omnipotent creator and sustainer to a man who got tuckered out after a long day of walking, or of teaching and healing.  Out of love and grace, Jesus chose to make God tangible to us, literally touchable. And it cost him dearly to do so.
Jesus was the oldest son in a large family. He was “the carpenter’s son.”  When he began his ministry, his family rejected him. Remember at one point they came to collect him because they thought he was crazy!  He had grown up with them, learning how to be a carpenter from Joseph, learning how to deal with customers and building projects. Somewhere between his childhood and his ministry, Joseph died and Jesus would have taken over the family business.  He knew what it was like to deal with difficult customers. He knew what a hard day’s work was like.  He knew about building light yokes, houses with good foundations and how to count the costs of a tower before he began building it. He knew what it was like to train his younger brothers and likely he had to wait to start his ministry until one of his younger brothers was old enough to take over the business.  Then he went to see his “crazy cousin John” and didn’t come back for a month. When he did come back, he claimed to be a Rabbi and started gathering students from the uneducated working class.  No wonder his family came for him!  No wonder his neighbours dismissed him as just “the carpenter’s son.” Right? Jesus knew what it was like to have non-believers in his family!
Jesus was also a man in touch with his emotions. He expressed a full range of emotions including anger, contempt, grief and compassion.  He demonstrates to us that our emotions are good, but fallen.  If our emotions were inherently sinful, then would not have had any!  Instead he showed us that we should be angry over sin and its effects on people.  He wept when Lazarus died.  He demonstrated that we should grieve with those who grieve and that we should have compassion on the masses.  He also showed that we should be indignant at false religion, at those who are puffed up with their own goodness and holiness.	Training our emotions should be part of our discipleship. Our minds should be in control, not our emotions, but our emotions should stimulate our minds and wills to action.  We are also reminded that Jesus had compassion for people when he was here on earth, which means he still has compassion on people from Heaven where he intercedes on our behalf. Remember, Jesus’ humanity didn’t end when he returned to the Father!  So his emotions are still there.
The last thing I want to remind us of today is that Jesus was also tested as a man. He endured suffering and affliction.  In fact, Hebrews tells us that he was made perfect through suffering! Through the incarnation, Jesus experienced weakness, fatigue, hunger and pain, things that God could not experience outside the incarnation. Ultimately, through his full humanity, Jesus experienced death, something else God could not experience without the incarnation! By becoming fully human, Jesus became a perfect mediator for us. He knew God’s side first hand and now he knows our side first hand as well.
This is who Jesus is.  This is the man we are called to follow, to whom we have committed our lives. His life has shaped society for two thousand years and incredibly his influence is increasing, not decreasing! “Jesus, as the Gospels reveal him to us, is radiantly alive and supremely attractive.” [Michael Green, Who Is This Jesus?, p. 8]  He was delightful company during his time on earth.  People walked miles to see him, people from all walks of life.  [Green, p. 9]  I think it is interesting that the Pharisees, including those who did not believe, were still present during so much of his ministry! What was it about Jesus that kept the Pharisees coming back?
Jesus drew a lot of responses from people. Many believed and followed. Many believed and fell away. Others never followed or believed at all.  It is similar today.  Many believe and follow. Many believe and fall away. Many never believe and never follow.  But I think the reasons today are different from back then.  In Jesus’ day, even his enemies spent time with him.  Simon, who invited Jesus to his house, set out to deliberately humiliate Jesus, but he still wanted Jesus to come for dinner. Jesus was still a topic of conversation at parties. But not so much today.
Today, if you bring up Jesus at a party, you’ll suddenly find yourself alone or with an argument on your hands. It’s funny that in many circles it is more acceptable to discuss your sex life than your faith life.  That is, unless your faith life is Buddhism or New Age.  Why is that?  Jesus himself was a very attractive figure to the people around him. What has happened?
First, sadly, many who claim to follow Jesus don’t live up to his character. Too many people today have been burned by those claiming to be Christians, claiming to be the church.
So what are we to do about that?  As Christians, we have to keep getting to know Christ.  We need to keep learning about him, reading about him, praying to him, asking him to work in us.  We cannot rest on our track record of church attendance or the years we’ve been a member at church or even the years we’ve been a believer.  We need to keep learning about Jesus and getting to know him more and more.  
Consider it this way: suppose you had a good friend that you really liked, and he or she was a delightful person, but whenever you brought up this friend’s name with your other friends they quickly changed the subject.  What would you do?  My guess is that you would stick up for your friend. You sing their praises, telling your other friends about their good qualities.  You may wonder if there is a history between your friends and try to find out if there is offense somewhere. But you wouldn’t just go along with never talking about your good friend. You would want to know why your other friends don’t want to talk about him or her. You would want them to get to know your friend better, just as you know him or her.
It’s the same with Jesus. We have friends, family members and co-workers who don’t want to talk about Jesus. They’ve had some bad experience of some kind. But we want to help them get to know him better. In order to do that, we need to know him better ourselves. We need to be able to tell stories about him that demonstrate what a good guy he is, that he is loving and lovable, that he is annoyed by the same things that annoy our friends, like hypocrisy.  We need to be able to present Jesus to them in all his wonderful humanity.  And in order to do that, we need to know him in all his wonderful humanity ourselves.
This is true if our friends are sceptics, or seekers or even fellow believers who are suffering.  When a brother or sister in Christ is going through tough times, we need to be able to come alongside them and suffer with them. We also need to be able to answer the question from their perspective, “Who is this Jesus?”  We can remind them that Jesus suffered too. He can identify with them. He has compassion for them.  He will reach out to them and is, in fact, calling to them in their time of need.
And when we meet seekers, we need to have lots to tell them about the man they are looking for. We need to be learning and experiencing more and more of Christ so that we can share this good news with those who don’t know him yet but are seeking.  What better introduction of Jesus than from somebody who knows him well?  So how well do you know Jesus?  Could you tell a seeker what Jesus is like?  Can you point to things in this world that are Jesus’ legacy, like hospitals, orphanages and Sunday School?
If you know sceptics about Jesus, these are important things to know too.  The sceptics in Jesus’ day doubted that he was God. Today many doubt that he was God too. In Jesus’ day, they attributed his miracles to the devil. Today they are attributed to creative writers and the ulterior motives of the church.  But the lesson we can take from the Pharisees is that even when Lazarus was raised from the dead they did not believe! Instead they plotted to kill him. There are some who will harden their hearts to Jesus no matter what.  But that didn’t stop Jesus from continuing to give evidence to his claims.
If you want to follow Jesus, you best get to know who you’re following. If you want to hear his voice, you need to get to know his voice. If you want to know what Jesus is telling you to do, look at what he told others to do in Scripture. If you want to follow Jesus, learn about who he is and respond to him.  Get to know Jesus. If you’ve given your life over to him, you owe it to yourself to know who it is that you’ve given it too. If you haven’t given your life over to him yet, get to know him and likely you will.
No matter where you are spiritually, you are confronted with the question, “Who is this Jesus?”  The Jesus presented in the Gospels is a vibrant, lively, lovely man who is also God. He can identify with you. He can commiserate with you. He can celebrate with you. He can laugh with you and cry with you.  Yet he is still God.  He is still the King of Kings and the Lord and Lords. And he is calling you, asking you to answer the questions, “Who is this Jesus?” How will you respond?  Amen.

